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Iraq has 'deals with French oil firms’ 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's Oil Ministry and French oil companies 
have struck deals that will be activated once U.N. sanctions against 
Baghdad have been cased or lifted, the official Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) reported on Saturday. Quoting an interview with Iraq's Oil 
Minister Safa Hadi Jawad in Saturday’s Al Qadissiya newspaper. INA 
said the negotiations which clinched the deals took place recently in 
Paris. Tt gave no further details. Mr. Jawad also said that major U.S., 
British. Brazilian, Canadian and Spanish oil companies had expressed 
“their deep willingness” to conclude agreements and cooperate with 
Iraq's oil industry once U.N. sanctions were lifted. INA reported. He 
said these approaches had been made at meetings in Baghdad and 
elsewhere, including Amman and Vienna, but did not elaborate on the 
talks. INA reported. Iraq is forbidden to sell its oil on international 
markets under U.N. sanctions damped on the country after its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. Mr. Jawad said that Iraq’s oil output was now 
550.000 to 600.000 barrels per day. adding that Iraq was developing 
previously known but untapped oilfields in central and western areas 
of the country. INA stated. 



Jordan made its points clear 
to Ross, Majali tells Cabinet 

lAnani reports on premier’s briefing on Aqaba siege, 
: : peace talks and review of Amnesty assessment 

- AMMAN t , J ...... 


_ AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
-strongly protested to the Un- 
!; fted States against the con- 
i : tinned inspection of Aqaba- 
• Borind shipping in the Red Sea 
. during a recent visit to Amman 
jly U.S, Middle East peace 
‘ • coordinator Dennis Ross, In- 
- formation Minister Jawad 
.. Anani said Saturday. 

: .7 “Jordan told the U.S. admi- 
nistration that the inspection of 
strips and the subsequent delay 
; of the arrival of Jordan- bound 


spections by the U.S.-ted en- 
forcers of the sanctions on Iraq 
and noted that an increasing 
number of ships was turned 
hack for unjustified reasons. 
Dr. Anani said. 

The minister said since die 
inspections started in August 
1991, a total of 1,700 ships 
were intercepted but the in- 
spectors could not find a angle 
violation of the sanctions. 

The inspection “is totally un- 
acceptable to Jordan,” Dr. 


goods were severely harming Anani quoted Dr. Majali as 
me Jordanian economy ,' 1 Dr. telling Mr. Ross. “If the in- 
Anwm mm ir. « ■*•*—*-* spections have to continue 

then they should take place at 
Aqaba port and conducted by 


Anani said in a statement fol- 
lowing a regular Cabinet ses- 
sion. 

Dr. Anani said Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali briefed 
die ministers on his meeting 
with Mr. Ross in Amman on 
-Wednesday. 

In die course of discussing 
Jofdanian-U.S. relations the 
prime minister focused on the 
question of the Red Sea in- 


a neutral non-military party,’ 
the prime minister said, 
according!*) Dr. Anani. 

Dr. Anani noted that Jordan 
had submitted a proposal for 
land-based inspections to the 
United States. He said the 
U.S. administration had prom- 
ised to consider this matter 


seriously at the time and Jor- 
dan was hoping that a solution 
would be found very soon. 

Dr. Anani said die question 
of the Middle East peace nego- 
tiations was disc ussed with Mr. 
Ross. Jordan demanded that 
concrete progress be achieved 
in the peace talks, he said. 
Jordan pointed out that the 
talks bad so far achieved no- 
thing because Israel refuses to 
enter into substantial issues 
and refuses to implement the 
agreements achieved thus far, 
be said. 

“Jordan warned that unless 
substantial progress is achieved 
soon the whole peace process 
would come under suspicion,” 
Dr. Anani said. 

On prospects for the re- 
sumption of Arab-Israeli bi- 
lateral talks in Washington 
next month. Dr. Anani said 
Jordan had already announced 
that the Kingdom would give 
its approval through a collec- 


tive decision by the Arab coun- 
tries involved in the peace pro- 
cess and the subject could al so 
come up in the Arab foreign 
ministers meeting which 
started in Cairo Saturday. 

Dr. Anani said U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher could be visiting the 
region soon to discuss the re- 
sumption of the talks in 
Washington and arrangements 
that would ensure positive de- 
velopments in the negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Ross, in bis discussions 
with Dr. Majali, expressed 
optimism that Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) would soon reach 
an agreement over security 
arrangements in Hebron and 
measures for the implementa- 
tion of the Gaza-Jericho first 
agreement, said Dr. Anani. 

He said Israel bad given its 

(Continued on page 5) 


^Accord 
reached on 



cargo of 
one ship 
at Aqaba 

By P.V. Vfrejcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

. . AMMAN — For die first time 
since the imposition of mtema- 
’• _ tional sanctions against Iraq, a 
bargo drip carrying freight for 
1 . Jordan coming through the 
V Red Sea will be inspected on 
shore instead of Ugh seas in 
what could turn out to be a 
precedent-setting event, in- 
formed sources said Saturday. 

The sources said the Sky- 
man, a 13 ,000- tonne German 
vessel carrying 3,000 tonnes of 
general cargo for Jordan, was 
- . expected to dock at Aqaba on 
^Monday and a “civilian offic- 
iT’ef" from the diplomatic nris- 
; son of one of the members of 

- the anti-Iraq coalition would 
inspect the cargo at the port. 

The Skyman was prevented 
X froin proceeding towards 
I-; JAqaba on March 18 by the 
:‘t ;U.S.-ted enforcers of the inter- 
ri ^national sanctions against Iraq. 
" -After four inspections, the in- 
; r-y-'foectors ruled on Wednesday 
‘that die ship could not be 
“ allowed to proceed to Aqaba 
; . since they did not have “acces- 
-ability” to inspect some of the 
7 . iargo. 

■ The vessel proceeded to a 
Gulf port to unload cargo des- 
tined there before returning to 
the Red Sea for a new inspec- 
tion with better cargo accessi- 
bility, the sources said. 

“It was half way to a Gulf 

port horn the Red Sea when an 

- agreement was reached after 
.Jordanian government in- 

terventkm that the vessel could 
be inspected at Aqa ba po rt 
rather than the Than Straits,” 
where the inspections usually 
take place, said one source. 

- “Subsequently, it was recalled 
to .Aqaba. The vessel is ex- 
pectea at Aqaba on Monday.” 

The Skyman is carrying 
general' cargo, including steel 
rods and animal feed, for the 

• Jordanian market, according 
. to the ship’s agents. 

The inspection of the SKy- 
: man will be the first on-land 

inspection of cargo coming 
$ through Aqaba after thd!m- 
• position of the sanctions 
against Iraq in August 19W. 

ft was not immediately clear 

- whether the agreement for 
land-based inspection of the 
Skyman was a one-time proce- 
dure or the forerunner or a 
mechanism proposed by Jor- 

• dan. . 

- Jordan, whose maritime op- 
erations are severely ham- 
pered as a result of what many 

. (Continued on page 5) 


Family of 9 killed, hundreds 
stranded in floods in Ramtha 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN— Nine people were 
killed, hundreds were stranded 
and farmlands were extensive- 
ly damaged in floods that hit 
the Ramtha area on the border 
with Syria, civil defence offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

The Gvfl Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) identified the 
dead as school teacher Awad 
Saleh Mayas, 36, his wife Bad- 
riyeh and their seven children 
— five boys and two girls 
between two months and 11 
years. They drowned as their 
car was over swept by a torrent 
at Bweidah district on the east- 
ern parts of Ramtha Friday 
evening, the CDD said. 


The family was returning 
home, from a trip outside the 
town when streams of one to 
two metres hit their car and no 
one could save them, said a 
CDD official in Amman. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times that the streams hit the 
eastern parts of Ramtha, iso- 
lating many people in then- 
homes in remote regions. 

The CDD rescued 300 peo- 
ple, the official said. 

The Department of 
Meteorology said that the sud- 
den burst of rainfall covered 
most of the northern areas of 
Jordan Friday afternoon and 
evening. 

A department spokesman 
said that at least two hours of 
rain fell in the Bweidah dis- 


trict, causing floods in some 
areas. 

The CDD official Slid many 
homes along the streams were 
cracked or flooded. The CDD 
was helped by army helicop- 
ters. which helped in rescue 
efforts, he said. 

The CDD official said that 
the incident was perhaps the 
first of its kind in the town’s 
history. 

The Department of 
Meteorology said unstable 
weather conditions continued 
Saturday but were expected to 
end Sunday. Temperatures 
would rise to 21 degrees centig- 
rade, and the eastern regions 
of the country could still re- 
ceive showers Sunday, he said. 


Experts debate ‘responsibility’ 
for dismal state of Arab affairs 


By Subair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A charge that 
radical Arab regimes were re- 
sponsible for the dismal state 
of affairs of the Arab World 
sparked a heated debate 
among political scientists and 
historians with expertise in 
strategic studies at a regional 
conference which opened here 
Saturday. 

One of the key speakers, 
Waheed Abdul Majeed, said 
Arab states, to date, still suffer 
the repercussions of their 
faulted options, mainly tota- 
litarian and undemocratic reg- 
imes and dependence on the 
defunct Soviet Union. 

Speaking at a session titled 
“Arabs in the American 


Strategy” Dr. Abdul Majeed, 
of Al Abram Centre for Poli- 
tical and Strategic Studies, said 
revolutionary totalitarian Arab 
regimes made tbe United 
States choose Israel as its first 
ally in the Tegion. 

He argued that in addition to 
the fundamental role that 
Israel played in achieving U.S. 
strategic aims in the region 
(confronting communism and 
the expansion of the former 
Soviet Union), the U.S. and 
Israel “share the same demo- 
cratic and human rights prinri- 


He added that following the 
end of the cold war and in the 
aftermath of the collapse of tbe 
Soviet Union, Israel and the 
Jewish lobby in the United 
States today search for new 


enemies in the region to retain 
Israel’s role within the context 
of U.S. interests, mainly Isla- 
mic fundamentalism, consi- 
dered the majoT threat to the 
West and its interests. 

Dr. Abdul Majeed said the 
aforementioned elements 
make it difficult for the U.S. to 
revise its relationship with 
Israel, even after major de- 
velopments in the Middle East 
region such as the peace pro- 
cess, which is undermining its 
credibility. 

“As Arabs, we could not 
attempt to influence tbe Amer- 
ican policy in this field because 
we could not go ahead with 
democracy, and we could not 


(Continued on page 5) 


Bouez: Peace talks are sterile 


CAIRO (R) — Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fans Bouez 
said on Saturday Arab talks 
with Israel were sterile and 
would make no headway be- 
fore a self-rule deal between 
tbe Jewish state and the 
Palestinians went into effect. 

“Until now, the negotiations 
have been sterile and going 
nowhere,” Mr. Bouez, in 
Cairo to attend a regular Arab 
League meeting, told Reuters 
in an interview. 

One of the main reasons for 
lack of progress, he said, was 
that Israel was not ready to 
make any headway on any of 
foe other Arab tracks in the 
peace process until it sealed 
its peace accord with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation. 
(PLO), signed in Washington 
last year. 

Mr. Bouez said tbe Jewish 
state had expressed reserva- 
tions over negotiating on diffe- 
rent fronts. “This is why the 
latest three months witnessed a 
stagnation in the talks.” 

A second reason was that 


Israel was intentionally slowing 
any progress, especially after 
the meeting in January be- 
tween U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad. 

“The Israelis wanted to 
show that tbe meeting of 
Geneva between Assad and 
" Clinton was a failure. They 
wanted to foil the Geneva 
agreement because they are 
against any direct- talks be- 
tween any Arab leader and the 
United States,” he said. 

’’They intentionally 
wanted., to show that dialogue 
can only be with Israel,” he 
said. 

Mr. Bouez said Israeli inter- 
nal political problems were 
blocking Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's government from 
taking decisions essentia] to 
the negotiations on the Golan 
Heights and South Lebanon. 

“For all these reasons, the 
latest round of negotiations 
was virtually sterile,” he 
added. 

Speaking of the Arab 


League meeting, he said the 
ministers of Jordan, Syria and. 
Lebanon might consult to de- 
ride on a tentative date for 
their countries to meet to coor- 
dinate their policies ahead of 
any peace talks. 

Mr. Bouez said that U.S. 
envoy Robert Pefletreau , who 
went to Beirut on Friday, told 
him that Israel and the PLO 
could sign their deal on a li- 
mited Palestinian autonomy in 
Gaza and Jericho by April. 

He said U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
might tour the Middle East 
before foe next round of peace 
talks. ^ 

“Tbe Americans believe that 
in mid-April the Palestinians 
and Israelis can sign an agree- 
ment and that Christopher may 
come to the region (then) to 
consolidate tins agreement and 
to make a tour that would 
prepare for foe resumption of 
the next round of negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Bouez said. 

(Continued on page 5) 



A general view of an Arab League council meeting in Cairo on Saturday (AFP photo) 

Arab League opens meeting, 
freezes changes to charter 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab 
League foreign ministers met 
Saturday to smooth over re-, 
gional disputes but could not 
even agree to vote on a propos- 
al to make foe league’s deri- 
sions binding on its members. 

Ministers from 18 countries 
and tbe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
lower-ranking representatives 
of foe league's other three 
members gathered to discuss 
an auenda that included the 
possible partial lifting of foe 
economic boycott of Israel, 
Libya’s problems with the 
West, amendment of the Arab 
League Charter and the estab- 
lishment of an Arab court of 
justice. 

Opening speakers lamented 
rifts among the Arabs, saying 
they crippled foe Arabs in tbe 


face of the challenges of the 
post-cold war world. 

Bnt in their first working 
session, held immediately after 
the opening, the ministers 
failed to vote either on chang- 
ing tbe charter to make deci- 
sions easier to come by and 
binding on members or on ' 
establishing an Arab court. 

Emerging from foe session. 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa of 
Egypt told journalists votes on 
both issues were postponed to 
the next ministerial meeting 
“because the time wasn’t 
right” to discuss them. 

Both initiatives were revived 
in 1990, after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. Ministers hoped that 
changing the charter to make 
Arab League derisions binding 
and to establish an Arab court 
would make the organisation 


more effective in resolving re- 
gional problems. 

But splits among the Arabs 
that erupted during that crisis 
have not allowed passage of 
either proposition. 

In sessions Saturday night, 
league ministers were to dis- 
cuss a request by the United 
States for the Arabs to stop 
boycotting companies that do 
business with Israel. 

Arab diplomats said they ex- 
pected the boycott, imposed in 
1952, to continue unchanged 
particularly in view of the Feb. 
25 Hebron mosque massacre of 
dozens of Palestinian worship- 
ers. 

On arrival in Cairo Friday 
night, Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said he was 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan firm 
on assigning 
responsibility 
for U.N. vote 

By Nerateen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan insisted 
Saturday that the inclusion of 
Jerusalem in a March 18 Secur- 
ity Council resolution was 
counterproductive despite 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO) criticism of the 
Jordanian position as “confus- 
ing” and “puzzling." 

Responding to a statement 
by the PLO’s observer mission 
at foe United Nations, Minis- 
ter of Information Jawad Ana- 
ni told the Jordan Times that 
while the Kingdom agrees with 
the PLO that there is no con- 
ceivable peace without Jeru- 
salem, there is a “difference in 
opinion over entering it (Jeru- 
salem)” within the resolution. 

The PLO’s U.N. observer 
mission on Friday criticised 
“confusing comments on the 
issue of Jerusalem” by a num- 
ber of Jordanian officials in 
connection with the recent 
Security Council resolution. 

In a statement carried from 
the U.N. headquarters in New 
York, the PLO said it had so 
far avoided responding to 
“puzzling statements." 

But it said it was doing so 
now because Jordan’s U.N-. 
envoy, Adrian Abu Odeh. had 
been quoted in foe London- 
based Arabic daily Al Hayat as 
suggesting the issue of Jeru- 
salem might have been better 
served if a reference to it had 
been removed from the resolu- 
tion condemning foe massacre 
of dozens of Palestinian wor- 
shippers by an Israeli settler in 

(Continued on page 5) 


Pyongyang 
says Japan 
not safe 

TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea said on Saturday Japan 
would never be safe if war 
broke out on the Korean 
peninsula. 

Tension is running high in 
foe region over North Korea’s 
suspected nuclear weapons 
programme and diplomatic 
efforts are underway to try to 
defuse foe crisis. 

“If foe situation on foe Ko- 
rean Peninsula goes worse and 
a war breaks out, Japan will 
never be safe, cither,” the 
North Korean workers’ party 
daily Rodong Sinmun said. 

The statement was earned 
by the official Korean Central 
News Agency monitored in 
Tokyo. 

The daily accused Japanese 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa and Foreign Minis- 
ter Tsntomu Hata of taking 
hardline stance against Pyon- 
gyang, which is suspected of 
developing nuclear weapons. 

“The reckless military action 
of the Japanese reactionaries 
against the Korean people will 
result in digging their own 
grave,” the daily said. 

In August, North Korea ack- 
nowledged the development of 
the long-range Rodong- 1 mis- 
sile, following reports in 
Japan, South Korea and the 
United States that it had test- 
fired four of them in foe Sea of 
Japan. 

Japanese officials said they 
could not say whether the test- 
firings were successful. 

The Rodong-1 — an up- 
graded version of Scud missQes 
used in the Gulf-war — has a 
range of about 1 , 000 - 
kilometres and could hit 
targets in less than 10 minutes 
after firing, tbe Japanese de- 
fence officials said. 

The military journal Jane’s 
Sentinel said earlier this month 
that North Korea was develop- 
ing two new ballistic missiles, 
one with a range of up to 3,500 
kilometres, sufficient to attack 
Guam Island in the Pacific. 

Quoting U.S. intelligence 
sources, the military journal 
said foe missiles, given the 
code names Taepo Dong-1 
(TD-1) and TD-2, are two- 
stage missiles with a range of 
2,000 kilometres' and 3,500 
kilometres respectively. 

Guam has a major U.S. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel-PLO contacts continue, 
police could deploy in 2 weeks 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israeli officials, dis- 
cussing details by telephone, 
hope to reach agreement by 
Tuesday on security for 
Palestinians in Hebron, PLO 
officials said on Saturday. 

Agreement on Hebron 
would be expected to clear the 
way for resumption of their 
far-behind-scbedule negotia- 
tions on interim Palestinian 
self-rule in foe Gaza Strip and 
a West Bank enclave around 
Jericho. 

Israel Radio said Palestinian 
police will be deployed in foe 
occupied territories within two 
weeks as Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin spoke of progress 
in meeting the PLO’s security 
demands following last 
month’s Hebron massacre. 

Israel and the PLO agreed 
on the deployment in nine 
days’ time of several dozen 
Palestinian policemen in tbe 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
towns of Jericho and Hebron, 
die radio said. 

Their initial task would be to 
familiarise themselves with the 


terrain, and in Hebron, to 
guard public buildings and the 
university. 

Uri Savir, Israeli foreign 
ministry director general, told 
the radio the Palestinian police 
in Hebron could carry pistols. 

However, unlike those to be 
deployed in Gaza and Jericho, 
“they will remain under Israeli 
authority." 

Mr. Savir said the PLO 
“agreed that in the event of 
conflict ... Israel will have foe 
last word.” 

Dozens of lightly-armed 
Norwegian observers will also 
be deployed in Hebron, where 
a Jewish settler shot dead 
dozens of Palestinian worship- 
pers in a mosque on Feb. 25. 

The two sides are to decide 
on foe exact numbers of police 
and observers when they re- 
sume talks in Cairo on Tues- 
day, according to the radio. 

Mr. Rabin told Israeli army 
radio an accord was in sight on 
security for Hebron Palesti- 
nians, as demanded by the 
PLO as a condition for resum- 
ing the negotiations on laun- 
ching autonomy in Gaza and 


Jericho. 

“I believe we have advanced 
in foe right direction these last 
days in Cairo and that the 
negotiations will resume Tues- 
day in Egypt," he said, after 
having been briefed on talks 
with the PLO that ended 
Thursday. 

“I hope we will manage to 
overcome the first difficulty, 
that is to find foe arrangements 
in Hebron to boost the security 
of foe Palestinian population” 
so as to allow the autonomy 
talks to resume, he said. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said imple- 
mentation of the PLO-Israeli 
autonomy accord signed last 
September could start “in one 
or two months.’' 

Mr. Peres said: “We agreed 
(with tbe PLO) to resume 
autonomy negotiations at an 
accelerated pace in Cairo 
Tuesday." 

In Washington, a State De- 
partment official said Friday 
that the U.S. administration 
expected the deployment of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Dozens injured in Israeli gunfire 

Scores of youths pelted 
troops from behind barricades 
made from scrap- metal and 
burning tyres. 

Soldiers also fired tear-gas to 
disperse several hundred 
Palestinians gathered at the 
ruins of an apartment house 
levelled in an army raid in 
which the three men were kil- 
led this week. 

Despite the lifting of the 
curfew, most of Hebron re- 
mained shuttered in mourning 
for the slain Hamas men. 
Masked Hamas activists, car- 
rying Palestinian flags, mar- 
ched to a wake, chanting: 
“Who, martyrs, your blood 
shall not .be wasted.” 

In clashes elsewhere in foe 
occupied territories, some 30 
Palestinians were hurt Satur-’ 
day, including eight wounded 
by live ammunition in the Gaza 
Stnp refugee camp of Jabaliya; 

The PLO has demanded that 

Israel move foe more than 400 
settlers out of Hebron to re-, 
cfo« Mata. Mr. Rabin said 
Saturday they would stay put 
for now, but hinted he fnight 
ant against the six Jewish 
slaves in Hebron at later time; 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — - Israeli 

troops and Jewish settlers fired 
on hundreds of stone-throwing 
Palestinians in foe occupied 
West Bank on Saturday, 
wounding at least 30 of them, 
witnesses and hospital sources 
said. 

The clashes in Hebron, Nab- 
lus and Tulkarem followed tbe 
partial lifting by the Israeli 
army of a curfew imposed on 
Hebron after tbe Feb. 25 mos- 
que massacre there by a Jewish 
settler, witnesses said. 

The soldiers and settlers, 
witnesses in Hebron added, 
opened fire in separate inci- 
dents. The army said it was 
checking the reports. 

The incidents, during which 
the army used tear-gas to dis- 
perse protesters, followed a 
week in which Israeli troops 
killed four Palestinians and 
wounded dozens in Hebron. 
Three of the dead were leading 
members of the Hamas Islamic 
Resistance Movement, killed 
during an apartment block 
siege. 

Shortly after Jabaliya's 
clashes, in an unusual show of 


force, Israeli troops disarmed 
and detained several Jewish 
settlers after a confrontation 
over prayer rights at the Ibra- 
himi Mosque. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, meanwhile, said he 
would not move settlers out of 
Hebron “at this stage,” but did 
not rule out an evacuation at a 
later time. 

A group of settlers tried to 
enter mosque, which they call 
the Tomb of foe Patriarchs, 
holy to Jews and Muslims, 
after hours set aside for Jews 
under security orders issued 
after foe massacre, an army 
spokesman said. 

After skirmishes, the sol- 
diers confiscated weapons 
from some settlers to avoid “a 
new confrontation with sol- 
diers and Muslim worshippers 
who were trying to pray” in the 
mosque, foe spokesman said. 

Soldiers also checked the 
identities of some of the set- 
tlers, but made no arrests. 

In several neighbourhoods 
in tense Hebron, soldiers 
dashed wjfo month-long cur- 
few imposed to contain post- 
massacre protests. 
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Pentagon says Somalia 
mission accomplished, 
but criticism lingers 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Pentapcm is withdrawing 
the last U.S. troops- from 
Somalia with a sense of pride 
in a mission accomplished, but 
nagging criticism persists that 
the U.S. displayed a political 
lack of will during the opera' 
rion. ' 

"Before we arrived in De- 
cember *92. hundreds of 
thousands of people had died 
as the result of starvation.” 
said Major Joe Gradi&hcr, the 
Pentagon spokesman in charge 
of African affairs. — 

"Since then it has stopped. 
We saved thousands of lives 
and put Somalia on the road to 
recovery.” he said. 

But military analysts say the 
operation run into trouble 
when it Turned into a holding 
action by peacekeepers under 
li. N. command. 

The first phase. Operation 
Restore Mope, was a success 
they contend because it met 
dearly defined military objec- 
tives:' U.S. troops landed in 
Mogadishu and secured the 
airports and opened the roads 
for relief convoys. 

"We never used military 
force beyond the first phase of 
the operation." noted Don 
Snider, who served on the 
staffs of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and the national security 
in the administrations of 
Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush. 

■ Mr. Snider, now politico- 
military studies director at the 
Centre for Strategic and Inter- 
national Studies, said the les- 
sons to be learned from the 
Somalia experience were poli- 
tical rather than strictly 
military. 

"When you star t to use milit- 


ary force to pursue a poorly 
defined objective, you have a 
recipe for disaster, ” he said. 

The search for General 
[Mohammad Farah Aideed 
clearly illustrates the problem. 
The Americans let it be known 
that they knew where he was at 
virtually every moment. 

• The idea of capturing Gen. 
Aideed was achievable mili- 
tarily, but was abandoned in 
favour of a policy that looked 
exclusively to restoring the 
peace, according to one milit- 
ary source. 

"It simply was a mistake 
politically to go after Aideed. 
Wc did not use at all the 
military capabilities we had to 
execute that kind of search 
said Mr. Snider. 

As for the ambush Oct. 3 in 
which 18 U.S. commandos and, 
by some estimates, several 
hundred Somalis were killed 
during a raid on an Aideed 
stronghold in Mogadishu, Mr. 
Snider said it amounted to 
another political disaster. 

The high number of U.S. 
casualties prompted President 
Bill Clinton to order the gra- 
dual withdrawal of the troops. 

Nevertheless some experts 
point out that the U.S. troops 
were outnumbered eight or 
nine to one in the ambush and 
argue that from a purely milit- 
ary point of view the U.S. 
action was a success. 

As Washington prepared to 
honour the leaders or the op- 
eration. the Pentagon had j 
drawn up its toll: Of a force of 
24,000 Americans, “only” 30 
were killed in combat, and. 
another 18 were killed and one 
missing in the crash of an AC- 
130 over Kenya March 14. 


Ekeus close to notifying 
U.N. of Iraqi compliance 


UNITED NATIONS (USIA) 
— The U.N. Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) overseeing 
the destruction of Iraq's che- 
mical, biological, nuclear and 
ballistic weapons is dose to 
notifying the Security CoundJ 
that all of Iraq's weapons ban- 
ned under the Gulf war ‘cease- 
fire agreement have been iden- 
tified and destroyed, the head 
of. die commission says. 

• Commission Chairman Rolf 
Ekeus told journalists after a 
private meeting with the coun- 
cil Wednesday that Iraq had 
provided “good information 
about the missing elements in 
the chemical weapons prog- 
ramme.” He indicated that af- 
ter UNSCOM verifies the in- 
formation, the U.N. data on all 
Iraq's weapons programmes 
wiH be complete. 

In the past week, Mr. Ekeus 
met with Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz on the 
political aspects of the commis- 
sion's work while commission 
members met with an Iraqi 
technical team to discuss de- 
tails of the long-term verifica- 
tion plans and review what 
information UNSCOM still 
□reded. 

Mr. Aziz was unsuccessful in 
getting UNSCOM to certify to 
the Security Council that Iraq 
— by accepting Resolution 715 
outlining the long-term moni- 
toring — had fulfilled all its 
weapons obligations in the 
ceasefire agreement. Iraq 
wants the certification so (he 
council's mandatory oil embar- 
go will be lifted. 

UNSCOM has maintained 
that the long-term monitoring 
must be operational for about 
six months before any certifica- 
■ lion can be given to the coun- 
cil. The six-month criteria. Mr. 
Ekeus said, gives UNSCOM 
an opportunity to ascertain 
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that Iraq is complying with toe 
long-term monitoring. 

The six-month period begins 
after the first “baseline inspec- 
tion” in each category at both 
military installations and in- 
dustries that could have dual 
use military and industrial 
capabilities, Mr. Ekeus ex- 
plained. Iraq has said it was 
willing to work with die U.N. 
inspectors “tagging missiles, 
inspecting chemical facilities, 
putting in sensors” to get the 
monitoring operational. 

“When we have been able to 
cany out the first six months 
inspection we wiH have a re- 
latively good picture of Iraq's 
compliance,” Mr. Ekeus said, 
but then it will be a “political 
judgment” for the council to 
decide whether to lift tbc ot) 
embargo. 

The United States has said 
that it will look at Iraq's com- 
pliance with all the U.N. Gulf 
war resolutions as an indicator 
of intent and will take that into 
account in the decision to lift 
the oil sanctions. 

“It has long been our posi- 
tion that in examining whether 
to lift sanctions it will require a 
leap of faith by the council... as 
to whether Iraq will continue 
to comply after it begins selling 
oil,” U.S. mission spokesman 
James Rubin said recently. “In 
making that judgment call, we 
need to take into account Iraqi 
compliance with Security 
Council resolutions because 
they are the best indications we 
have of intent.” 

Other council members — 
especially Russia. France and 
China — are more willing to 
lift the embargo once Mr. 
Ekeus says the monitoring is 
running smoothly. But most 
council members agree dial 
Baghdad must recognise 
Kuwait before drey can pro- 
ceed on the sanctions. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department at 
Meteorology. 

Temperature} wit nse gradually with 
winds becoming northwesterly light to 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 



Ami d stumbling peace 
talks, Camp David is 15 


(TOUGH DEFIANCE: A Pakstmian youth who tried to escape 
1 arrest outside the Old Oty walls of Jerusalem fa dragged to the 

British paper uncovers 
arms scandal evidence 


jeep by Israeli soldiers who roughed him up insid e the vehicle 
before taking him away (AFP photo) 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Three men were jailed for 
illegal arms trading with Iran 
despite British government 
.knowledge of their activities in 
'a case that closely parallels the 
“anns-to-Iraq” scandal, a Lon- 
don newspaper reported on 
Saturday. 

The Independent said it had 
discovered that Britain’s inter- 
national spy agency, M16, en- 
couraged one of the defen- 
. dan is to continue his involve- 


Lyell accepts partial blame 

British Attorney General 
Nicholas Lyell, under fire for 
suppressing vital documents in 
the 1992 trial over an anns-for- 
Iraq scandal, on Friday took 
partial blame for wrongly 
advising government prosecu- 
tors. 

“I am the minister of the 
crown,” be said on the second 
day of testimony before a long- 
running public inquiry into the 


government 


project 

knowlei 


:dge of the 
arms trading with Iran was 
suppressed during the trial. 

- The “arms-to-uaq” scandal 


centres on claims the govern- 
ment broke its own rules bar- 
ring arms sales to Iraq and 
tried to stop the policy coming 
to light in a court case involv- 
ing executives from the Matrix 


mg executives trom tne Matrix 
Churchill engineering 6nn._ 

The probe, set up by PrimC 
Minister Jobn Major when the 
trial collapsed in November 
1992 and headed by Lord Jus- 
tice Scott, has posed a serious 
threat to Mr. Major's fragile 
government 

In the fresh allegations, the 
Independent said four men 
stood trial in 1988 for attemp- 
ting to defraud Iran by offering 
missiles for sale which they 
could not supply. 

"Three of the defendants 
repeatedly protested their in- 
nocence and insisted that both 
the British and American au- 
thorities knew of the project," 
it said, adding the men were 
given jail sentences of between 
two and six years. 

The fourth defendant, a 
businessman named John 
Taylor from Surrey, southern 
England, was acouitted, and 
has now provided fresh evi- 
dence of a lengthy relationship 
with M16. 

But bis involvement with the 
spying agency was not dis- 
closed to the' jury during the 
trial, although it was discussed 
in the judge s chamber by the 
prosecution and the defence. 

Before the trial, a lawyer 
working for the security ser- 
vices visited Mr. Taylor’s 
lawyer, confirming the 
businessman had worked for 
M16 for more than a decade, 
the Independent said. 

Taylor said his involvement 
in the deal to sell Iran 5.000 
missiles began late in 1985, 
when he joined the three other 
men who were negotiating to 
sell the arms through interme- 
diaries. the paper said. The 
intermediaries later ctaimed- 
they were the victims of an 


“The treasury solicitors' de- 
partment is one of four depart- 
ments that fall under my re- 
sponsibility and I accept that.” 

As he spoke, the opposition 
Labour Party tabled a scathing 
motion in the House of Com- 
mons demanding his resigna- 
tion. 

“We deplore his contemp- 
tuous treatment of the house 
and call for him to come to< 
apologise -to the house for his 
actions and then to resign 
forthwith,” it said. 

Mr. Lyell, Britain's top law 
officer, has been portrayed as a 
scapegoat in the- government’s 
bungling of the trial of three 
executives of the Matrix Chur- 
chill, machine tool company. 

The trial collapsed and the 
three were exonerated after a 
former defence official testi- 
fied the government had been 
aiding and abetting the sale of 
embargoed weapons-making 
machinery to Iraq. 

He testified the government 
had, in fact, used the com- 
pany’s employees to gather in- 
telligence in Baghdad. 

The mistrial dumped reams 
of classified documents into 
the public domain, laying bare 
a pattern of government com- 
plicity in illegal arms sales to 
Iraq by some 30 British com- 
panies, until just prior to Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Lyell's fellow cabinet 
ministers have testified he told 
them to sign public interest 
immunity certificates (PUS), 
which deprived the defence in 
the Matrix Churchill trial of 
vital documents. 

He has thus been accused of 
being prepared to allow inno- 
cent men go to prison to avoid 
embarrassment to the govern- 
ment. 

The attorney general’s role 
in the ensuing scandal was 
highlighted last month when 
Trade and Industry Secretary 
Michael Heseltine told the in- 
quiry he bad had severe doubts 
aoout signing the PBS. 

Mr. Heselune said he signed 
them only after Mr. Lyell 
assured him his misgivings 
would be brought to the atten- 
tion of the trial judge, but that 
this was never done. 


Ciller 
faces 
test in 
elections 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, 
battling an economic crisis 
and Kurdish rebels, meets her 
first electoral test when Turks 
vote in municipal polls Sunday. 

Opinion polls suggest Ms. 
Ciller's True Path Party (DYP) 
and her junior coalition part- 
ner, the Social Democrat 
Populist Party (SHP), may 
muster barely a third of the 
vote between them. 

Such a poor showing could 
wreck the coalition's credibil- 
ity, already eroded by this 
year’s economic trauma, and 
reinforce opposition party calls 
for early parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

A poll by Konda Research, 
published by Mflliyet newspap- 
er on Friday, showed that 59 
per cent of voters wanted early 
elections. 



It put the opposition 
Motherland Party led by Mesut 
Ytimaz in front with 23.6 per 
cent of the vote for provincial 
councils. 

The pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party (RP) was next with 21.7 
per cent, trailed by the DYP 
on 15.3 per cent and the SHP 
on 13.7 per cent. Smaller par- 
ties or undecided voters 
accounted for the rest. 

Ms. Ciller, picked by her 
party in June to replace now- 
president Suleyman Demirel. 
has sworn to stay in power 
whatever the outcome. 

The municipal elections can- 


not change the parliamentary 
balance, but Turkish commen- 
tators say Ms. Ciller’s own 
.party might dump her if the 
results show she has become a 
liability. 

The narrowness of Mother- 
land's lead suggests that Mr. 
Yilmaz has failed to exploit 
public disenchantment with the 
coalition which replaced his 
government after the Novem- 
ber 1991 general election. 

“There is a widely-held con- 
viction that though Mother- 
land may manage to increase 
its votes to some extent, it will 
be the 'defeated party’ in this 
election," wrote columnist 
Fehmi Koru. 

Voting for local councils will 
give the clearest indication of 
■relative party strengths, but 
the parties are also fighting for 
the prestige of winning the 
mayorships of big cities. 

In Istanbul, the most glitter- 


tney were tne vtcnms ot an non or me unai judge, out mat 

elaborate fraud. this was never done. 
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Yesterday's high te m pe ra t u res: Am- 
man |9_ Aqaba 19 Humidity readings: 
Amman 50 per cent. Aqaba 50 per 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhks Mazafara 820425 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 831039 

Dr. Mohammad Lzza 752971 

Dr. Mohammad Nahawi 819213 

FTras pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdowa pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascnu pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


1RBID: 

Dr. Ati Omari 

Alquds pharmacy 


— 272032 

(-) 


Min ./Max. icmp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 


7/21 

14/28 


ZARQA; 

Dr. Yousef AbuSa'd 981000 

KhaHTcb pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Fbod Control Centro 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 It I 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rome 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police S434G2 

Traffic Police 896390 
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Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ehret riaty Authority ... 815615 
Ekctnc Power 

Company .................. 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti.' Airport 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
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Amal Hospital 57*155 
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CAIRO (AP) — As Middle 
East peace talks stumble 
along, the first Arab Israeli 
treaty marks its 15th 
anniversary . Saturday with 
Egypt and Israel still learning 
to live together. 

Their armies no longer 
threaten each other, and the 
border is open 24 horns a day. 
Israelis visit on holiday, Egyp- 
tian oil flows to Israeli refiner- 
ies, scientists travel back and 
forth to academic conferences. 

But there remains a coolness 
that Egyptians say wQl not go 
away until Israel makes peace 
with the rest of the Arab 
World. That helps explain why 
Egypt works so hard at its role 
as go-between - in' the current 
talks with other Arabs. 

‘‘We endorse the Camp 
David treaty, and we abide by 
it,” said Egyptian political 
analyst Mohammad Al Sayed. 
“But we are gravely concerned 
about the fate of the Palesti- 
nians and what happens 
throughout the Arab commun- 
ity that we axe part of.” 

It was Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat who launched the 
peace initiative in 1977 with a 
dr amat ic fligh t to Tel Aviv, the 
first official visit to the Jewish 
state by an Arab leader- 

An accord was hammered 
out the next year at the Camp 
David presidential retreat in 
Maryland with much mother- 
ing from President Jimmy Car- 
ter. The treaty was signed 
March 26. 1979, on the White 
House lawn by Sadat and 
Prime Minsiter Menachem Be- 
gin. 

Thus Egypt became the first 
Arab state to accept the exist 1 


ence of the Jewish state since 
its founding in 1948. Israel, to 
turn, gave back the vast : Sinai 
desert it seized 1 in 1967 in foe 
third of four ware between the 
two countries. 

Both sides were rewarded by 
foe West, and still rank as top 
recipients of U.S. foreign aid 
with $3 billion a year to Israel 
and $2.1 billion to Egypt. 

But Egypt P 3 * 41 dearly in 
other ways. 

The largest country in the 
Arab World, with nearly 60 
million people, was shunned 
for a decade by Arab hardlin- 
ers for breaking ranks. Sadat 
paid with his life in 1981, foe 
victim of extremists. 

Extremism remains a threat. 
The Interior Ministry said ear- 
lier this month that Israel’s 
ambassador, David Sultan, 
was among those on foe death 
fist of radicals. 

Mr. Sultan, an Egyptian 
born Jew whose family emi- 
grated to Israel in 1949, ack- 
nowledges that there was a 
split-personality element to the 
countries' relations. 

“A strategic peace was 
established IS years ago, and it 
was proved to be strong and 
viable,” he said. “Even in the 
most difficult times, we main- 
tained diplomatic relations.” 

On the other hand, he 
added: “A treaty is a piece of 
paper that you have to trans- 
late into a living reality. That 
naturally takes a lot of time.” 

Indeed, Egypt still issues 
statements critical of Israel 
even as it carries messages 
back and forth in Israel’s peace 
talks with Syria, Jordan, Leba- 
non and foe Palestinians. 


Gamaa accuses police of 
s ummar y executions 


Tuan Ciller 

ing prize, two opinion polls 
favoured singer and film-mak- 
er Zulfo Livaneli of the SftP 
One gave former Mayor Bed- 
rettin Daian the edge for the 
DYP. 

The Konda poll said SHP 
mayoral candidates would win 
in Ankara and Izmir, with their 
Motherland rivals in second 
place. 

Turkeys economy, flirting 
with recession and hyperinfla- 
tion, has given the.coalition its 
biggest headache ahead of the 

Fearing the wrath of voters, 
Ms. Ciller has delayed drastic 
action to tackle public deficits, 
curb inflation widely expected 
to hit triple figures this year 
and restore confidence in the 
lira. 

The U.S. agency Standard 
Poor’s cut Turkeys credit rat- 
ing this week, saying it feared 
the elections might not dissolve 
the political gridlock which has 
blocked resolute economic me- 
asures. 

Ms. Ciller has sought to di- 
vert attention from the eco- 
nomy by pitting herself against 
Kurdish nationalists and Mus- 
lim radicals. 

She organised a "respect for 
Ataturk day earlier this 
month to underline Turkey’s, 
commitment to the secular 
legacy of the republic's found- 
er Mustafa Kernai Ataturk — 
and discredit the RP, one of 
whose MPs had cast slurs on 
Ataturk's mother. 

More controversially, she 
encouraged parliament to strip 
the RP deputy and seven Kur- 
dish nationalist MPs of their 
immunity to enable them to be 
prosecuted by a state security 
court. 

Six of the Kurdish MPs have 
been jailed awaiting trial on 
charges of backing the separat- 
ist cause of foe Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) guerrillas and 
could face the death penalty. 

“Every vote for the DYP is a 
bullet shot at foe PKK,” Ms. 
Oiler, Turkey’s first woman 
prime minister, tells election 
rallies. 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s 
largest underground Islamic 
extremist organisation accused 
police Friday of continuing a 
policy of summarily executing 
suspected radicals. 

in a statement faxed to a 
Western news agency, Al 
G ama a Al Islamiyah (Islamic 


Group) said foe latest police 
killing*; were tit-for-tat repris- 
and for an Ai Gamaa bombing 
and an attack on a policemen's 
clubi 

It said three of the victims 
were civilians dragged from 
their houses and shot, their 
bodies dumped with extremists 
to make it appear as if they had 
been shooting at police. 

Nobody was injured in foe 
bombing, near a Cairo Bank, 
but authorities said four police- 
men were killed in foe attack 
on the policemen's club in 
southern Egypt. The extrem- 
ists' message alleged that two 
officers and six enlisted .police- 
men died. 

Both attacks were to avenge 
foe March 17 executions of two 
AI Gamaa members for trying 
to kill President Hosni Mubar- 
ak last November. Police said 
only four policemen were 
killed. 

A day after that attack, 
police killed two members of 
Al Gamaa, according to foe 
extremists' statement, as they 
worked in their field. Another 
three died in what foe state- 
ment described as “a fierce 
battle in which an unidentified 
number of policemen were kil- 
led or injured." 

Al Gamaa claimed three in- 
nocent citizens arrested from 
their houses were later brought 
to foe battle scene, shot to 
death and presented as terror- 
ists killed in foe exchange of 
fire. 

More than 330 people have 
been killed in a two-year battle 
between government and Mus- 
lim extremists seeking to over- 
throw the largely secular reg- 
ime and establish a strict Isla- 
mic state. -Extremists target top 
government officials, police 
officers, foreign tourists, 
Christian Copts and secular 


J* 25 - Moscow (SU) 

)%•*? - Lamaca(CY) 

£”2 Bdnn(ME) 

...Cairo (MS) 

22:29 Istanbul (TA) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

^ - — Bonn (RJ) 

22 Ataa, Frankfurt (RJ) 

- Fractal (add) (RJ) 

*£2 Athena, Vienna (RJ) 

’ Vienna (RJ) 

‘I Rcmc(RJ) 

■— Amsterdam. New Yorfc(Rj) 

££ Cairo (RJ) 


i=5»| 

H ==»sr£a88{ 

SS 

Jeddah (RJ) 

0»i« Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

H ==BErJSffi 

£5 - —j Moscow (SU) 

afcSS :: LmranafCY) 

— Cairo (MS) 


intellectuals. 

Local -and international hu- 
man rights advocates contend 
the Egyptian government's re- 
cord is bad due to arbitrary ^ 
detention, torture and taking “ 
families of fugitives as hos- 
tages. 

The Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Rights raised 
doubts in a recent report over 
foe deaths of 10. extremists 
. whotp police also claimed were 
kflied in an exchange of fire. 

The report quoted witnesses as 
saying some of the defendants 
were first shot at and then laid 
in the street to give the im- 
pression they were resisting 
arrest. 

Al Gamaa’s Friday state- 
ment vowed to continue its 
attacks, which it siid were 
effective in that they forced foe 
government to adopt its iron- 
fist policy. Extremists target 
foreign tourists and banks to 
deprive foe government from 
necessary sources of income. 
They also believe banks are 
against the rules of Islam, 
which prohibit fixed interest 
rates as usury. 

Friday Digbt's three-page Al 
Gamaa statement denied re- 
sponsibility for an attack on a 
historical Christian monastery 
in southern Egypt in which five 
Christians, including two 
grieste. were killed in early 

Government-owned media 
immediately held Al Gamaa 
responsible for the incident. It 
was used to prove that extrem- 
ists want only to destablise 
Egypt and create sectarian 
conflict. 

'The statement accused 
Christians instead of extremist 
Muslims of carrying out attacks 
reflecting foeir views that cer- 
tain Christians want to pro- 
voke the government to sup- 
press extremists. 

“Al Gamaa. which is falsely 
accused bv extremists seculars 
and communists that it is be- 
hind such cowardly attacks, 
calls upon the regime to in- 
vestigate the case and im- 
mediately -jreveai those re- 
sponsible for it," the statement’ 
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Home News 



U S. senators’ wives delegation ends visit 
with high praise of QAF development projects 


0-T.) _ A delega- 
fton of wives of U.S. senators 
completed a one-week visit to 
Jordan Saturday with high 
prase for the work of the 
Queep Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF), accord- 
a statement. 

. Tne Queen Alia Fund is an 
inspiration to peoples of coua- 
mes all over the world. It 
demonstrates the value of 
volunteer organisations, help- 
ing people help themselves,” 
said Mary Johnston, wife of 
Senator Bennett Johnston, 
chainnan of the senate armed 
services committee. 

Invited by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basina to learn 
about Jordanian society, its so- 
cial and economic develop- 
ment and particularly Jorda- 
-nian women's role in such, the 
delegation was introduced 
first-hand to the work of QAF. 

The group visited an ex- 
hibition of products of indi- 
viduals participating in QAFs 
income-generating and pro- 
ductive projects including 
those based on traditional 
skills and using resources avail- 
able in the beneficiaries' en- 
vironment. 

The delegation also visited 
two of the more than 40 com- 
munity development centres 
established by QAF in needy 
urban and rural areas across 
Jordan. At the Princess Basma 
Centre for Social Services in 
Bidoon, the American women 
attended a Rural Market, a 
pioneering scheme that gives 
local women the opportunity 
to sell their agricultural and 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basina and 
her guests, a delegation of wives of U-S. 


food products. The delegates 
also had an open discussion at 
the centre with representatives 
of the local women's sector. 

‘‘The Queen Alia Fund 
stimulated the self-reliance, in- 
dependence and economic 
security of Jordanian women, 
which is the first step towards 
political maturity,” said Nancy 
Murkowsld, wile of Senator 
Frank Murkowski of the senate 
energy committee. 

The delegation also attended 
the opening of the Disi Social 


Community Development 
Centre on the edge of Wadi 
Rum. The centre serves sever- 
al localities and Bedouin tribes 
by offering community de- 
velopment as well as women’s 
and children's programmes, 
said the QAF statement. 

In conjunction with the 
opening of the centre, the 
women also visited the Wadi 
Rum Agricultural Project , 
which is a successful example 
of a “greening the desert” 
scheme, said QAF. 


Senators, Friday tonr facilities of the Disi 
Social Community Development Centre 
opened that day (Petra photo) 

According to Princess Bas- 
ma, “this visit contributed ex- 
tensively to furthering the 
understanding of the American 
people of Jordan as a country, 
its people and efforts made in 
the field of development as 
well as cementing the 
friendship between the Amer- 
ican and Jordanian people.” 
The delegation was accom- 


panied on the visit by Virginia 
Egan, wife of the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Wesley Wil- 
liam Egan. 


The operatic beauty 
of Katia Ricciarelli to 
shine over Amman 


By Jean-CIande Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In the firma- 
ment of music stars, where 
opera singers shine even 
brighter than other musi- 
cians, Katia Ricdareili is de- 
finitely one such star. 

She belongs to the rare 
group of talented pevfdrm ers 
who are gifted with an- except 
lion blerid made qf-inagnifi- 
cent vocal possibilities, fine 
musicianship, great acting, 
"beauty and undeniable stage 
presence. 

Under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
the National Music 
Conservatory-Noor A! Hus- 
sein Foundation and the Ita- 
lian embassy in Amman will 
present the Italian Prima 
Donna Katia Ricciarelli. 
accompanied on the piano by 
Professor Vincenzo Scaiera, 
for a one night only benefit 
performance at the Phi- 
ladelphia Hotel in Ammo, on 
Tuesday. 

During her brilliant career, 
of 25 years. Ms. Ricciarelli 
has sung with Placido 
Domingo, Jos6 Carreras, 


Luciano Pavarotti, Josd Van 
Dam. and under the baton of 
Herbert Von Karajan. 
Claudio Abbado, Sir Georg 
Solti, Lorin Maazel and Ric- 
cardo Muti. 

A discography of more 
than 30 famous operas, re- 
corded with major labels like 
EMI. Sony and D.G... spans 
from Rossini (1792-18681, . 
Donizetti (1797-1848), Beffi- 
ni (1801-1901), to Bizet 
(1838-1975), and Puccini 
(1858-1924). What else could 
be added? 

The “Grande Soprano” 
was particularly remarkable 
in her role of Desdemona in 
Franco Zefirelii’s film version 
of Othello, with Placido 
Domingo as Othello. 

Pianist Vincenzo Scaiera, 
an Itafian-American born in 
New-Jeisey,is one of the most 
sought-after accompanist. 
His name has also been link- 
ed to conductors like Claudio 
Abbado and Carlos Kleber, 
and to singers like Montser- 
rat Caball€ as well as Jos6 
Carreras in his recording of 
the great tenor’s “Comeback 
Concerts.” 

The programme of the ex- 
ceptional concert in Amman 
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Katia Ricciarelli 

will include pieces by Sard, 
Vivaldi, Handel, Rossini 
(Canzonetta Spagnola, 
etc...). Tosti. Catalan! and 
Puccini (“Tu Che Di Gel Sei 
Cinta” from Turandot). 
Whatever the weather 


forecast Tuesday night, for 
all music lovers, here in Am- 
man the sky will be clear and 
the stars will shine. 

The proceeds of the recital 
will gp to benefit the National 
Music Conservatory. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Royal Decree approves Abu Odeh appointment 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree Saturday was issued 
approving a Cabinet decision appointing Jordan’s Permanent 
Representative at the United Nations Adnan Abu Odeh as the 
Kingd om's non-resident ambassador to Panama. The decree 
akn approves the appointment of Jordanian Ambassador to 
India Kama! Hasa as the non-resident ambassador to Nepal. 

Farmers’ debts to be rescheduled 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Saturday said the government will' reschedule debts of the 


Jordan valley fanners who did not sell their agricultural 
produce this year. In a meeting with a delegation representing 
the farmers. Dr. Majali said the government was working on 
plans to establish a company which comprises all landowners 
in the Jordan Valley as shareholders in accordance with the 
size of their property. The company, a public shareholding 
company, will be charged with establishing a parallel market in 
the Jordan Valley and will be authorised to manage some 
agricultural projects, said Dr. Majali. At the outset of the 
meeting, the prime minister was briefed on the demands and 
needs of the formers who have been complaining for several 
months about their inability to repay their debts. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

f!r Art exhibition by artist Ahmed Nawar at Batka’ Art 
Gallery in Fnbcis (dally from HhOO aan. to 8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
720902). 

4- Computer exhibition at the National Amman University. 
•fr Photo exhibition of the Hashemites and the heroic deeds of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces at the Jordan Zaitounah 
University. 

Exhibi tion by Iraqi artists Husain Khadcr and Rahim A! 
Shaykhl at Alia Art Gallery. 

☆ Jor danian -lraqi contemporary exhibition by over 80 artists 
at Ain Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (930 a.m-8:00 p.m.) (TeL 
644451). 

4- E xhibition by Syrian artists Abdul Manan Shamma, Khalfd 
Almaz, and Mhmdonh Kashlan at Ab'aad Art Gallery. 

* F r hiWrt<wl of sculptures and drawing by Jordanian sculp- 
tor Samer Tabbaa. Also showing “permanent” exhibition of 
54 Arab contemporary -artists at Darat Al Ftnnm of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal Lnweibdeh 
(Tel. 643251/2). 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Writers Do Draw” by Jamal N^ji, 
Ibrahim Nasrallab, and Faroaq Wadi at the Royal Cnttnral 
Centre. 

* Plastic art exhibition by Syrian artists Abdul Qader Azzonz 


and Aoun Al Droubi at the Phoenix Gallery for Art and 
Culture (Tel. 695291). 

A- Exhibiti o n by Iraqi artist Tttriti AbduHah at the Baladna Art 
Gallery. 

ir Exhibition by artist Shawkai Al Rubai’y at the OrfaK Art 
Gallery in Urn Utheina (Tel. 826932) 

* Book exhibition at the Safeway International. 

THE FIRST AMMAN THEATRE 
FESTIVAL 

Drama entitled “A Very Symbolic Play” at the main 
theatre at the Royal Coltnra! Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

£ Drama entitled “Kawafees” at the studio theatre at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

FILM 

☆ Film entitled “Firefox 5 at the American Centre at 5:00 
p.m. (135 minutes). 

LECTURE AND SEMINAR 

^ Lecture entitled “Islam and Politics” by Dr. L. Carl 
Brown, professor of foreign affairs at Princeton University, 
at the headquarters of the Progress and Justice Party m 
Jabal Amman at 7:00 p.m. 

■ft Seminar entitled “Oor Culture Vis-a-vis The Challenges of 
Normalisation” by Dr. Sultan AJ Qsous, Mr. Mwaffoq 
Mahadin, and Mr. Subhi Taha at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation in Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 


Obeidat says experience of U.N. handling ; 
of Hebron massacre proves might still rules 

‘ Power continues to be the only viable language in the world ’ . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Recent in- 
ternational developments and 
the emergence of the new 
world order have had adverse^ 
and dangerous consequences 
on the security and stability of 
third world countries, said 
Senator Ahmad Obeidat, and 
international forums have pro- 
duced little m addressing the 
predicaments of the develop- 
ing world. 

In an address to the 91st 
International Parliamentary 
Union (IFU) meeting in Pans 
Saturday, Mr. Obeidat criti- 
cised the policies of the major 
world powers, saying that such 
•policies have helped to deepen 
the concept among third world 
nations that power continues 
!to be the only viable language 
tin the world, and that the 


interests of the powers, which 
dominate and influence inter- 
national resolutions, arc held 
above all other considerations. 

He said the U.N. Security 
Council’s handling of regional 
conflicts and die occupation of 
other countries by force as well 
as human rights violations are 
directed by biased attitudes 
and double standards. 

Senator Obeidat strongly 
criticised the U.N. Security 
Council's slow-paced handling 
of the Hebron massacre. 

Furthermore, he said the 
Security Council failed to take 
appropriate measures to en- 
sure international protection 
for the Palestinian people 
under Israeli role. 

Referring to the situation in 
' Iraq, Mr. Obeidat said that the 



Ahmad Obeidat 

sanctions are still in place 
though there are no longer 
justifications for their con- 
tinuation. 


In Bosnia and in occupiec 
Palestine acts of repression ant 
violence continue unabated a: 
a result of the major powers 
disregard for the principles o 
justice and right, added Mr 
Obeidat. 

Such policies, he said, have 
dismayed and angered * Aral 
and Muslim nations which art 
becoming increasingfy con 
vinced that the West is deter 
mined to weaken them- ant 
drain their resources. Mi 
Obeidat called on the Frencl 
Parliamentary Committee, tht 
host group of the IPU meeting 
to work towards ensuring hu- 
man rights for all people. 

He also appealed to various 
world organisations to ac 
within the United Nations ti 
achieve justice and peace. 


TCC, 
Siemens 
sign contract 
for 13,000 
telephone 
lines 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Telecommunication Cor- 
poration (TOC) and the Ger- 
man electronics firm Siemens 
Saturday signed a contract 
for the installation of electro- 
nic telephone exchanges in 
Mafraq Governorate which 
will make available 13,000 
new telephone lines and have 
a capability of 19.000, 
according to Walid Dweik. 
TCC acting director general. 

According to Mr. Dweik 
the total cost of the project 
was expected to reach $5.5 
million. 

Under the teims of the 
agreement Siemens will instal 
15 electronic exchanges, 
which should provide adequ- 
ate service to all the towns 
and villages within Mafraq 
Governorate, said Mr. 



Telecommunications Corporation (TCC) 
acting director Walid Dweik and a repre- 
sentative of the German electronics firm 


Siemens Saturday sign a contract to install 
an electronic telephone exchange in Mafraq 
Governorate (Petra photo) 


Dweik, adding that the num- 
ber of exchanges can be in- 
creased to 24 in the future. 

He said that as pan of the 
agreement Siemens will also 
set up a national and interna- 
tional telephone exchange in 


Tlaa Al Ali district iri Am- 
man to boost existing tele- 
phone service in the capital. 

Mr. Dweik said the Ger- 
man company has also agreed 
to train Jordanian engineers 
.. and technicians oq the opera- 


tion and maintenance of the 
new exchanges in training 
courses in Germany. 

He said the Jeddah-based 
Islamic Development .Bank 
(IDB) is financing the TCC 
project. 
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Shulamit bares the ‘sin’ 


j SHULAMIT ALONI, leader of the Israeli Meretz 
party and minis ter of communication in Yitzhak 
Rabin's coalition government, has once again be- 
come the target of venomous attacks by Zionist 
religious parties and right-wing groups. Members 
of the Labour Party, with whom Aloni is allied, and 
even fellow liberals from Meretz, have not spared 
her the criticism that is intended mainly to appease 
the ultra-nationalists and the extremists and cover 
up for the brutality and blunders of the army, 
Israel’s sacred cow. 


.Aloni had, in an interview with Radio Israel, 
levelled the strongest criticism at the army by a 
serving minister in a long time. She criticised her 
country's military establishment, which in effect is a 
senior partner of each Israeli government in setting 
and executing policies, for its handling of the attack 
against three Palestinian fighters holed up In a 
house in the centre of Hebron in which heavy 
weapons were used resulting in great collateral 
damage. The minister described the army’s opera- 
tion in a dty under curfew as “a celebration that 
should never have been permitted,” in a dear 
indication of her and many other people’s unhappi- 
ness over the army's laxity in and disregard for 
protecting the Palestinians as revealed in testimo- 
nies to the commission set up to investigate the Feb. 
25 Hebron massacre. 


Aloni also infuriated the Israeli establishment by 
galling for the removal of Jewish settlers from 
Hebron because “their settlement is born in sin.” 
“By being there,” she said in. the interview “they 
are turning the political dispute into a religious 
war.” That naturally did not sit well with her 
detractors, since they have been maint a inin g all 
along that it is the Arabs and Muslims who seek a 
religious war, not the Jewish fu nd a me ntalists. 

Aloni, to her credit, did also talk about the latter, 
when she reminded fellow Jews that “whoever 
opened a synagogue in the (Ibrahimi Mosque) is 
guilty of the most vile, ugly provocation.” To this, 
Ariel Sharon retorted that “the only reason we are 
here is because of ties to our ancient homeland and 
historical sites like Hebron.” Sharon’s response 
reveals the thinking of the Israeli establishment that 
rejects all criticism from within, especially that 
which touches on the claims on which the Israeli 
state was established. However, myopic Israeli 
leaders should be grateful to Aloni who recognises 
the shortcomings inherent in the thinking of the 
Israeli leadership, shortcomings that do not only 
endanger the Palestinians but the Jews as well. 
|After all, as Aloni herself said. “Let (the Israelis) 
not forget that the God of the Muslims has many, 
many more troops than the God of Jews,” when 
referring to religious rights inside Haram A1 Ibrahi- 
mi and elsewhere in Palestine. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


DISCUSSING THE Arab League Council meeting, in Cairo 
Saturday A! Dusfour daily said that the Arab Nation does not 
want the foreign ministers meeting there to issue statements 
and sets of recommendations, but rather announce a decision 
on taking practical steps towards reestablishing genuine 
solidarity among Arab countries. The Arabs should rise to the 
level of the Israeli challenge and must take into account the 
current atrocities practiced hy Israel in the occupied territories 
and Israel’s defiance of U.N. resolutions and insistence to hold 
on to the occupied Arab lands, demanded the daily. The time 
has come for she Arab regimes to reconcile in view of the 
common threats to iheir existence; and the Arab League 
meeting in Cairo offers a good opportunity for them to do so. 
said the daily. The paper stressed That the Arabs must take a 
collective action in the face of Israel's continued attempts to 
escape the implementation of U.N. resolutions and its 
continued acts of blackmail against the Arabs and the world 
community at large, said the daily. U said that Jordan hopes 
the Arab League Council would open the way for the first step 
towards solidarity and reconciliation. 


TAHER AL Udwan. a columnist in Al Dustour daily, 
criticised the Ministry of Supply's policies concerning the olive 
oil supplies noting that the local oil producers are continually 
facing marketing problems. The ministry does not provide any 
protection for the nil producers in Jordan and is importing 
Tunisian oil to flood the market, rendering the local produc- 
tion useless, charged the writer. He said that the ministry has 
lately imported 7.000 tonnes of olive oil from Tunisia, 
forgetting about its pledge to the local producers that this step 
would not be taken in order to help them market their own 
produce. In other countries the government normally allocates 
funds to promote the sale of the local agricultural products, 
but in Jordan the Ministry of Supply tends to take measures 
that are considered detrimental to the interest of our farmers, 
continued the writer. He said that the Ministry of Supply can 
now buy the local produce for marketing it in Jordan and 
abroad so that it can come to the help of the distressed oil 
producers in Jordan. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Fanek 


There is still time to review sales tax 


The Finance Committee of the Lower House of Parliament 
took five weeks of extensive hearings to give its conditional 
blessing to the sales tax law. The committee introduced many 
changes in the text of the sales tax law as possible to make a 


point. The point is that the committee cannot be taken for 
granted and that it does not have a rubber stamp to approve 


the governments' requests as they are. 

Some of the alterations produced by the committee make 
sense, such as deferring the second stage of the law (value 
added taxi for a minimum of five years instead of three, 
making the list of exempted items part of the law instead of 
leaving it to the discretion of the Council of Ministers and 
reducing the registration threshold to JD 100,000 instead of JD 
200.000. 

But the commitrce went on to the heart of the law, when it 
reduced the rate on luxurious goods from 20 per cent to 10 per 
cent and the general rate from 10 per cent to 70 per cent. It 
also expanded the list of exempted goods. 

With these two changes, the treasury will lose over 40 per 
cent of the revenue that the tax was supposed to generate. 
Assuming that the excise rate on certain commodities, such as 


cigarettes and alcohol will not be touched, the net loss of 
revenue will be in the order of JD 45 million a year. 

The original list of exemptions was already extensive. It 
covered 69.7 per cent of the average family budget. Further 
expansion was not warranted, except for the benefit of the 
image of the committee as a protector of the poor and 
limited-income groups. 

The main concern of the original law was to preserve price 
stability, so that the introduction of the law wdl not result in 
major price fluctuations. The majority of the commodities 
were supposed to maintain the same rate i.e., the new sales tax 
rate mil be equal to the old consumption tax rate. The 
committee disturbed this objective by reducing almost all 
rates, which mil work to the benefit of retailers and 
wholesalers, not the consumers, because the market already 
absorbed the present price. 

It would have been understood if the committee introduced 
the rate of 7 per cent or even 5 per cent to be applicable to 
commodities which were not subject to consumption tax 
before. But to reduce the tax rate, already in use witjr no 
problem, was not necessary socially or justified financially. 


Peace talks 


By Ali Abunimah 


I am sure that I w?s not alone 
in feeling a dec sense of 
disappointment - id disillu- 
sionment -vh. -. it was 
announced that : . . PLO had 
decided on an return to 
negotiations v i,!. ■■rael, only 
a month af-cr atrocity 
committed .v ■ Ibrahimi 
Mosque on *!. ; ck day of 
Feb. 25. 

The usuz. argument de- 
ployed by unjucs’i'.'ning sup- 
porters of the peace process 
is to ask “W5u: .ib ernative do 
we have?" and to brand any 
of their opponents as extrem- 
ists and rejectionists. But 
such people are hiding the 
full story, and there are 
several things that must be 
remembered. 

First of all, the Security 
Council resolution conde- 
mning the Hebron massacre, 
and the U.S. abstention on 
the paragraph calling Jeru- 
salem an occupied territory, 
deals an historic blow to the 
Arab cause. By acquiescing 
this sham resolution, the 
PLO has given a blessing to 
the long-standing Israeli 
claim that Jerusalem shall be 
its "united and eternal” 







capital city. 

. Recall th: 


. Recall that on Nov. 27, 
1989, then U.S. ambassador 
to the U.N.. Representative 
Thomas Pickering, stated to 
the U.N. General Assembly, 
that: 


"Since the end of the 1967 
war. the United States has 
regarded Israel as the 
occupying power in the occu- 
pied territories, which in- 
cludes the West Bank. Gaza. 
East Jerusalem, and the 
Golan Heights. The United 
States considers Israel's 
occupation to be governed by 
the Hague Regulations of 
1907 and the- 1949 Fourth 
Geneva Convention concern- 
ing the protection of civilian 
populations under military 
occupation” (testimony be- 
fore 3rd committee of 
UNGA. Nov. 27. 1989). 


Americans reiterate their 
long-standing position that 
Jerusalem is in fact occupied. 
Instead, Israel has been 
allowed to take a further step 
forward in fulfilling the his- 
toric aims of the Zionist prog- 
ramme. 

The second thing we must 
reflect on is that if in the past 
seven years there has been 
any progress at all in the 
peace process, it is entirely 
due to the sacrifices made by 
the martyrs of the intifada 
and the Palestinian popula- 
tion who continues to offer 
every resistance to the brutal- 
ity of occupation and to pay a 
very heavy price. 


The Clinton administra- 
tion's threat to veto the Heb- 
ron resolution if it is not 
-allowed to abstain on the 
clause repeating exactly the 
position given by Mr. Picker- 
ing with regard to Jerusalem, 
gives the He to American 
claims that it is an honest 
broker. If the peace process 
is bearing fruit, then it is a 
bitter fruit indeed. The PLO 
should have pointed out the 
hypocrisy of the U.S. posi- 
tion and insisted that the 


‘71 is insensitive to 
view the tragedy of 
Hebron as a political 
opening . The 
alternative, howev- 
er, which tragically 
seems to be turning 
into reality, is to 
allow those martyrs 
to have perished in 
vain.” 


It was neilher the skill of 
leaders, nor the resolutions 
of Arab summits that brought 
Israel to the negotiating 
table, but the increasing poli- 
tical. diplomatic and econo- 
mic cost of maintaining an 
inhuman occupation under 
the floodlights of world atten- 
tion. Many Israelis compare 
the effects of the intifada to 
that of the Vietnam war. on 
American morale. Israelis 


are tired of fear and insecur- 
ity, and have come to the 
realisation that force can kill 
and maim thousands of indi- 
viduals, but it can never crush 
the spirit of a nation. The 
purpose of Arab participa- 
tion in the peace process 
• must be to exploit these facts 
and trends to the benefit of 
the Arab cause, instead of 
helping Israel to relieve itself 
of the pressure it feels, both 
internally and externally. 

By what right do the 
"heroes” of Oslo sell the 
achievements of the people, 
paid for in blood, for such a 
cheap price? The intifada, 
like the Resistance in war- 
time Europe, is one of our 
greatest political and 
strategic assets. Now, howev- 
er. it is being thrown away 
and thwarted by precisely 
those people who have 
gained most in stature from 
it, and made no sacrifices 
themselves. 

Even those who were most 
sceptical about the current 
peace process might have 
tempered their grief and an- 
ger at the Hebron massacre 
with some hope. Hope that 
the intolerable situation that 
it exposed, and the truths 
about the nature of the 
occupation, might finally pro- 
vide a real opportunity for 
the PLO to capitalise on the 
world’s sympathy and out- 
rage. to squeeze from Israel 
the minimum concessions on 
matters of vital principle 
necessary to guarantee the 
credibility of the peace pro- 
cess. 

It is true that the negotia- 
tions must continue, but they 


must be based on radically 
different premises. First, the 
PLO must abandon die no- 
tion that negotiation is 
synonymous with capitula- 
tion. Second, the PLO must 
demand from Israel a dear 
statement about what lies at 
the end of the tunnel. If 
Israel is so keen on peace, as 
Rabin and Peres never tire of 
saying, then let Israel make- 
clear and substantial conces- 


Though Israel is negotiat- 
ing from a far stronger posi- 
tion than the PLO, a careful 
assessment of Israeli alms, 
past strategies and the char- 
acter of Rabin himself, could 
lead to a relatively decent 
outcome for the Palestinians. 
While Arab strategic assets 
are few, they are, like the 
intifada, important ones. 
They must be used wisely and 


not squandered in empty ges- 
tures for the sake of short- 


term personal gain. 

Sadly though, for reasons 
that are hard to understand, 
the PLO has thrown the pre- 
sent opportunity to the wind. 
Some may say that it is in- 
sensitive to view the tragedy 
at Hebron as a political open- 
ing. The alternative, howev- 
er. which tragically seems to 
be turning into reality, is to 
allow those martyrs to have 
perished in vain. If that com- 
es to pass, then ail of us. not 
just the PLO, must bow our 
heads in shame. 


Ali Abunimah is a doctoral 
student at the University of 
Chicago, Dept, of Political 
Science. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times. 


‘Removing settlements removes 


economic, security burdens on Israel 


Bv Gershon Baskin 


THERE IS a significant mis- 
conception among Israelis and 
Palestinians alike that the Dec- 
laration of Principles on In- 
terim Self-Government 
Arrangements (DOP) signed 
in Washington on Sept. 13 
precludes the possibility of 
confronting the settlements 
issue now' without "opening 
up'"' the document itself. 

This areument is even made 
by those directly involved in 
the negotiations. Prime Minis- 
ter Rabin has stated on more 
than one occasion that the set- 
tlement question is a finai- 
status issue and therefore can 
only be dealt with in three 
vears' time. 


Yasser Arafat and other 
PLO officials have said that the 
DOP must be opened up in 
order to deal with settlements 
now. 

The truth is that it is possible 
to begin negotiations now over 


the status of the settlements. 
The provisions for this are 
within the text of the DOP 
itself. The agreement does not 
state that final-status negotia- 
tions will begin three years into 
the process. Rather, it states: 
"They will commence as soon 
as possible, but no later than 
the beginning of the third year 
of the' imenm period." 

With regard to the interim 
period itself, the DOP does not 
say that it will last five years; 
but that it is a period" “not 
exceeding" five years. 

The only direct mention of 
the future 'status of the settle- 
ments in the DOP is not with 
regard to their staying in place 
for five years. Rather, the set- 
tlements are defined as one of 
the final-status issues which 
will be negotiated “as soon as 
possible." 

The DOP states that until 
the final status of the settle- 
ments is defined. Israel will 
retain full responsibility for 
their security. 


It is clearly understood by 
both sides that the settlement 
issue is the most complex 
aspect of the internal security 
discussions. The settlements 
themselves place a huge bur- 
den on the Israeli army and 
security forces. They also place 
a huge burden on the eco- 
nomy. 

The advantages of moving 
into further negotiations on the 
issue now are quite dear. It 
would strengthen the hand of 
the PLO and the few . remain- 
ing supporters of the DOP 
within the Palestinian ranks. 

Removing problematic set- 
tlements in the midst of the 
Palestinian population (Heb- 
ron. Jericho, Kfar Darom and 


there is already widespread 
disillusionment .with the 
"Greater Land of Israel” vision. 
Nearly one-third of the settlers 
are willing to leave if the gov- 
ernment would only help them 
do so. Once the possibility of 
leaving opens up, many more 
settlers will follow. This is par- 
ticularly true of the 68 settle- 
ments containing fewer than 50 
families. 


The entire peace process 
would benefit from confront- 
ing the settlement issue now. 
The prime minister needs no 


longer bide behind what the 
DOP says or doesn’t sav. 


Netzarim, etc.) would alleviate 
one of the key security and 
economic burdens on Israel. A 
major source of Israeli agents 
provocateurs opposed to the 
DOP would also be removed, 
thereby limiting the likelihood 
of viofent clashes. 

Within the Israeli public 


DOP says or doesn’t say. 

Moving on this issue now 
would turn the Hebron mas- 
sacre from a tragic event into a 
pivotal moment that brings 
peace closer. 


The writer is Israeli director of 
the Israel/Palestine Centre for 
Research and Information. 
This article is reprinted from 
the Jerusalem Post. 


It may not be too late to Sfreport of the 
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Finance Committee. For good » restarting from 

*£££& TthSnS andrecom- 

KE5 Ssse=«« 

suggesfifthat the IMF is more eager to mate Jor^ financially 
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accomplish it as soon as possible. Once the deficit disappears 
totally, we shall no more need to have an adjustment 
programme supervised by the IMF. 


For the sake of martyrs and of peace 


LETTERS 


Selling the sales tax 


To the Editor: 


A rouiidtaWe debate over the sales rax which took place 1 late 
last week ar the Amman Chamber of Commerce, in wjudi 
participants were (Engineering Association Presiden ijj^5 
Shbeilat, (economist) Fahed Fanek, (customs jDuector) 
Mohammad Al Jamal and (Director of Consumer Society) 
Mohammad Obeidat revealed a number of points that couia 

be of interest to your readers: 

— It was obvious throughout the debate that opposite sides 
of the debate (Mr. Shbeilat and the majority of the audience 
on one. side, and the three other participants on the other) 
were using the issue at hand to express their views regarding 
the government’s general socio-economic policies, which the 
former group was clearly against and the latter was for. 

— The supporters and peddlers of the sales tax, led by Dr. 
Fanek, used two main arguments. One is that this law is 
something we cannot avoid because h is imposed on us and 
that the consequences of its rejection by Jordan would be 
devastating to the economy, an argument the government 
avoids to publicise. The second argument is that the effect of 
this tax would be minimal on the low-income groups and 
average on the middle class, while the main burden would fall 
on the shoulders of the rich. 

The fact that this tax is imposed on commodities and 
services and not on certain sectors of the society leads one to 
think that the supporters and peddlers of this tax, by using 
such an argument, are encouraging social discrimination and 
consolidating class separation. In other words, it sounds as if 
these people are saying that the poor should not eat, drink, 
wear or use any of the commodities and services used by the 
middle and upper classes. The middle class then has the same 
problem as the poor vis-a-vis the upper class. The two lower 
classes should not even aspire to move up the "social ladder.” 

— When the supporters of the sales tax posed the question 
of what alternatives we have, they were barraged with 
answers, such as cracking down on corruption, cutting 
government expenditure, improving the collection of income 
and other taxes (which are imposed on certain sectors of 
society and not on commodities and services), supporting local 
industries and agriculture, and so ori.- 

In conclusion, it seems that inspite of the long time the 
proposed sales tax has been under the microscope and inspite 
of the extreme external pressure we are facing to legislate it 
into law, a more frank, professional, scientific and open 
debate should be carried out concerning the whole issue, in 
conjunction with the overall socio-economic policies of our 
country, in a bid to get the facts of the effect of such a law on 
all sectors of society and all sectors of the economy. 

If last Thursday's debate showed anything, it was that 
everybody had a conflicting set of figures, information and 
arguments which each one considered as fact. 


Mohammad Atiyeh, 
Amman. 


Jordan’s lead 


To the Editor: 


I want to make a few general remarks about three articles by 
Dr. Ahmad Majdoubeh, "The new Arab order" (Jordan 
Times, Dec. 30-31, 1993), “Arab reconciliation: The need for 
a summit (Jan. 27-28, 1994) and "The Yemeni agreement, 
the emerging Jordanian role in the Arab Nation" (Feb. 24-25 
1994). 

a) One should notice that the poims-dealt with are about the 
common Arab good, regardless of the various attitudes and 
orientations; in the end, the message contained in the said 
articles has, I am sure, reached the very heart of the Arab 
society. 

b) The articles are a serious endeavour by the author to 
remind us of some of our recent problems, which we (often) 

g J™?’ ***** a n . ew Perspective on how to bring 

jjbout solutions for addressing the Arab situation 8 

pamoto art,deS Bre ° eUtral and rejea bigotry and naive 

The common thing the writer calls for in the three articles is 
working hard to achieve what we call "unity". l n one of hE 
articles, hejhscusses tills point wisely, concentrating on what 
he calls "coordination’-, since he believes that it wS?|£ bettS 
than unity, especially at this crucial stage. He JsoSS- 
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L“h":<££^ d CUltura ' o-y/independ^lf 
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Eiad Najib Badr, 
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| Majali briefs Cabinet on 
jta^ts with U.S. envoy 


1 consent to the entry of Palesti- 
nian police force to Gaza and 
Jericho and Hebron even be- 
fore a final arrangement had 
been readied. 

According to Dr. Anani, the 
prime minister also rikm^d 
with Mr. Ross the powers that 
would be transferred to 
Palestinian autonomy author- 
ities throughout the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
with the exception of Jeru- 
salem and Israeli settlements. 

Dr. Anani said that during 
. Saturday’s session the Cabinet 
reviewed “campaigns levelled 
a g ains t Jordan by external par- 
1 ties-* 

tHe said the ministers brief- 
' ly reviewed a statement by the 
, London-based human rights 
1 organisation Amnesty Interna- 
tiona], noting that the state- 
ment lauded Jordan for the 
democratisation process and 
political developments in the 
Kingdom. 

Th“ statement, however, 
criticised some of the secon- 
| dary restrictions imposed try 
i die Press and Publications Law 
! and the executions of some 
common criminals. Dr. Anani 


(Continued from page 1) 


said. 

Dr. Anani said the Cabinet 
heard reports by the informa- 
tion and interior ministere who 
noted that “suspect campaig n* 
against Jordanian democracy 
on the part of the Israeli media 
were continuing." He said that 
these campaigns “have their 
own evil objectives and are in 
line with the current pressures 
exercised against Jordan to 
force it to change its national 
policies and its stands at the 
negotiating table.” 

During the cabinet session, 
the prime minister reaffirmed 
Jordan's principled stands, 
stressing that the Kingdom was 
seeking “a just durable and 
comprehensive peace on all 
fronts and that Jordan was 
adhering to the agenda it has 
signed with Israel demanding 
that all outstanding issues, in- 
cluding the occupied territory, 
Jordan’s water rights, and the 
problem of refugees be discus- 
sed in full.” 

He said that without accept- 
able solutions for these issues, 
Jordan would not conclude any 
peace deals with Israel. 


Arab League opens meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 
“astonished” that altering the 
; boycott could even be discus- 
| sed before peace is achieved 
! and Israel vacates occupied 
\ Arab territories. 

“This is Syria’s position,” he 
said. “And I believe it is die 
same for the majority of Arab 
countries.” 

An Arab League official said 
that all signals he was receiving 
indicated the Arabs would up- 
hold all levels of the boycott. 

Delegates at the meeting 
opposed efforts by Oman and 
Qatar to end the boycott on 
firms doing business with 
Israel, a diplomat close to the 
league said. 

The two Gulf oil states re- 
cently began “intensive 
efforts” to ease the embargo, 
but “this campaign did not win 
die approval” of other Arab 
com&pes because of the Heb- 
ron Inassacre, the diplomat 
said. 

“All die other Arab coun- 
tries want to m aintain the in- 
direct boycott” affecting com- 
panies dealing with Israel, the 
diplomat said. 

The speeches at the opening 
session concentrated on the 
Hebron massacre. 

Speakers demanded that 
Israel disarm Jewish settlers, 
dismantle ail settlements in the 
occupied territories and with- 
draw to the pre-1967 borders 
immediately. 

The PLO’s Farouk Kad- 
doumi explained why the 
Palestinians were reluctant to 
resume talks with Israel on 
self-rule until they felt Palesti- 
nians were safe. 

Foreign ministers and repre- 
sentatives from 20 of the 22 
league members are attending 
the meeting — those except 
Libya and Somalia. 

Foreign Minister said 
Mohammad Said of the Com- 


oro Islands, making his coun- 
try's debut appearance at a 
league meeting, invited the 
ministers to hold their next 
meeting in Moroni. 

The tiny Indian Ocean state 
joined the league in Novem- 
ber. 

Jordan’s Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Tala! A! 
Hassan on Saturday described 
the Feb. 25 Hebron massacre 
as the “ugliest crime of our 
times.” 

In an address at the opening 
session of the meeting, Mr. 
Hassan stud; “This crime proves 
that racist trends in Israel have 
the freedom to do what they 
wish having the occupation au- 
thorities to cover up for their 
crimes.” 

Mr. Hassan said Israeli 
crimes continued after the 
massacre and have culminated 
in the March 24 crime commit- 
ted after the adoption of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
904. 

“The ugly crime in Hebron 
and the ensuing Israeli repres- 
sive measures against Palesti- 
nian living under occupation, 
especially in Hebron, clearly 
show the dire need for a uni- 
fied Arab position condemning 
die Israel and exposing its in- 
tentions,” be said. 

“Following the heinous 
crime, we in Jordan have 
moved at the Arab and inter- 
national levels. We held con- 
tacts with the permanent and 
non-permanent members of 
the Security Council to explain 
Jordan’s condemnation of the 
crime and we have called for 
providing protection for die 
unarmed Palestinian people 
and demanded that the inter- 
national community shoulder 
its responsibilities, stressing 
the need to remove settlements 
from the occupied Arab terri- 
tories," he said. 


Israel-PLO talks continue 


^ (Continued 

Palestinian police in parts of 
the occupied territories to be- 
gin as early as next week. 

In their landmark agreement 
signed at the White House last 
September, Israel and the PLO 
envisioned the creation of a 
8,000-strong Palestinian police 
force to operate in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho after an 
Israeli withdrawal from those 
areas. 

The U.S. official said that 
following die massacre, the 
parties now saw the urgency of 
beginning to implement the 
agreement quickly. Both Israel 
and the PLO wanted the 
Palestinian police force to be- 
gin deploying even before all 
the de tails of an Israeli with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
were nailed down. 

“They won’t all go m at 
once. You would have relative- 
ly small tranches going in and 
they’d be phased in over a 


from page 1) 

period of tune," said the Clin- 
ton administration official. 

These detachments wonld 
begin to prepare the ground 
for their colleagues by de- 
veloping installations, com- 
munications network and oper- 
ating routines. 

They would also need to sort 
out day-to-day relations with 
Israeli forces which would con- 
tinue to have overall responsi- 
bility for security in the terri- 
tories. 

“There is a very strong con- 
vergence in terms of recognis- 
ing the mutual stake that the 
Israelis and Palestinians bad in 
changing the realities on the 
ground," the unnamed admi- 
nistration official said. He cal- 
led it “one of the more en- 
couraging aspects" of the 
negotiations Israel and the 
PLO are holding with the 
assistance of American, Egyp- 
tian and Norwegian diplomats. 


Bouez says peace talks with 
Israel are sterile 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Lebanese government 
rapported resistance against 
srael as long as the Jewish 
tats -maintained troops in the 
line-kilo met re-deep buffer 
trip in South Lebanon, he 


“Any country in the world 
hif does not have firm guaran- 
ses .or does not have the 
leans to liberate its land 
iroogh diplomatic channels or 
trough its army cannot pre- 
cut or fight its people when 
ley want to liberate their 
tnd. 

“What we demand is an 


Israeli commitment. We are 
not saying that when the last 
(Israeli) soldier leaves we will 
see if we will stop the resist- 
ance. 

“We are saying we prefer 
that Israel make a public com- 
mitment... and this opens the 
way for us to make a military 
committee to draw a timetable 
for the withdrawal and then it 
will be the responsibility of the 
■ Lebanese state to end this 
pbenomen a (resistance). 

“But the Lebanese state is 
not willing to become a guar- 
dian of the Israeli borders or 
protector of the Israeli occupa- 
tion." 


Jordan firm on assigning 
responsibility 


(Continued from page 1) 


Hebron's Ibrahrrni Mosque on 
Feb. 25. 

The resolution reaffirmed 
that Jerusalem was pan of the 
Jsraeli-occapied territories, but 
Washington abstained on that 
part of the draft when it was 
voted on paragraph by para- 
graph. The resolution as a 
whole was then adopted with- 
out a vote. 

Referring to Mr. Abu 
Odeh’s reported remark, the 
PLO mission expressed “its 
astonishment over such a state- 
ment.” 

To have “done that would 
have amounted to total sub- 
mission to illegitimate requests 
from the United States admi- 
nistration on this important 
issue,” the statement said. 

In the interview with A1 
Hayat Mr. Abu Odeh reflected 
statements made by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein in an interview 
with AFP last week, in which 
he said the U.S.’s abstention 
during the voting session could 
have been avoided by not men- 
tioning Jerusalem at all in the 
resolution by only referring to 
the territories occupied by 
Israel since 1967 as the areas 
where the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention is applicable. 

Dr. Anani said that Jordan 
felt that the Security Council 
resolution could not been seen 
only from the perspective of 
what its wording was but had 
to be judged by its ramifica- 
tions and the reaction it in- 
voked. 

“One looks at the content of 
the resolution and also reac- 
tions it brings,” Dr. Anani 
said. 

He explained that Jordan 
bad considered the reaction 
towards the resolution when it 
assessed its position from the 
inclusion of the wording on 
Jerusalem and the U.S. absten- 
tion on that part. 

“Had the U.S. vetoed that 
part, then I would have said 
that it was not a good deci- 
sion," Dr. Anani said. “If 
everyone agrees, including the 
U.S., then I would have consi- 
dered it a pin.” 

“But when there is an ab- 
stention, then it is obvious that 
the issue has been left for 
future debate, and that is what 
happened,” he said. 

The information minister, 
who has played a key role in 
Jordan’s negotiations with 
Israel, said that a chain' of 
reactions was caused by the 
U.S.’s abstention on the Jeru- 
salem part of the resolution. 

. “First, several Israeli offi- 
cials considered the U.S.’s 
position a new one towards 
Jerusalem,” favouring Israeli 
claims that the city, annexed 
by Israel shortly after the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war, was its “eter- 
nal and united” capital. 

The second reaction was 
from Washington's ambassa- 
dor to the U.N., Madelaine 
Albright, who, in a speech she 
delivered to the Security Coun- 
cil in reference to the resolu- 
tion, said that the -U.S. does 
not consider territories occu- 
pied in the 1967 war as “occu- 
pied Palestinian territory." 

The third reaction was from 
American Jewish leader 
Leicester Pollack, who after a 
meeting with U.S. President 
Bill CUnton along with 50 
other Jewish leaders, quoted 
the U.S. president as saying 
that he and his administration 
consider Jerusalem “the united 
capital of the State of Israel." 

The fourth reaction was 
from Mr. Clinton himself. Dr. 
Anani pointed out that while 
the U.S. president said that his 
position on the status of Jeru- 
salem had not changed, “he 
did not refute his statements to 
Pollack.” 

“He left the whole issue to 


the realm of suspicion, and 
appears to have changed the 
status of Jerusalem from being 
occupied to negotiable,” Dr. 
Anani said. “One must know 
that there is the logic of the. 
resolution and not just the 
text." 

Dr. Anani added that Jor- 
dan also believed that while 
the inclusion of Jerusalem in 
the resolution would have been 
excellent, “ideally that should 
come in both in the preamble 
to the resolution as well as the 
operative clauses.” Resolution 
904 pinpoints Jerusalem as part 
of the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies in a preamble paragraph 
but not in an operative clause 
which would have been bind- 
ing. 

“There were two choices," 
Dr. Anani said. “Either you 
include Jerusalem knowing for 
sure that all parties will agree 
to its inclusion and this would 
have been a perfect situation,” 
or “you leave the issue vague 
but in agreement with your 
position that all the territories 
are occupied and thereby Jeru- 
salem is part of the occupied 
territories.” 

Dr. Anani argued that the 
PLO, by letting it be known 
that the three-week delay in 
reaching agreement over the 
draft resolution was over the 
issue of Jerusalem, put itself in 
a “difficult position.” 

“It couldn’t withdraw the 
word after negotiating it for so 
long, because it would have 
appeared to have allowed the 
fragmentation of the issue," 
Dr. Anani said. "Then it 
would look that you excluded 
it from the general implication 
of ‘occupied territories’.” 

Jordan, according to Dr. 
Anani, is worried that with 
Washington’s abstention set a 
■precedent which could mean 
that if in the future the issue of 
Jerusalem was to be taken to 
the Security Council for vote, 
“the U.S. would base its vote 
on this preredent.” 

Dr. Anani said he believed 
the inclusion of Jerusalem in 
the resolution "caused an 
American reaction and several 
statements which only contri- 
buted to creating more ambi- 
guity and confusion over the 
status of Jerusalem.” 

“For these logical reasons, 
Jordan had a different 
approach (from the PLO’s)," 
Dr. Anani concluded, adding 
that Jordan “supported the re- 
solution as a text and as a 
decision but that did not mean 
that we did not believe that this 
was not necessarily the best 
resolution." 

The Kingdom, Dr. Anani 
pointed out, agreed with the 
PLO’s call, made in the Friday 
statement, “for a united Arab 
front to confront the indica- 
tions of a change in the Amer- 
ican petition on this important 
issue.” 

“Of course we also feel that 
there needed complete Arab 
coordination on this issue be- 
fore it was put to vote,” Dr. 
Anani said. “But there 
wasn’t." 

King Hussein, in the inter- 
view with AFP, blamed the 
lade of inter-Arab coordina- 
tion for the U.S. abstention 
and said that the state of affairs 
in the Arab scene bad led to 
the "mishandling” of the 
Security Council resolution. 

“The lack of inter-Arab 
coordination in critical and dif- 
ficult circumstances could lead 
to big losses and negative con- 
sequences for bigher Arab in- 
terests," the King said. 

The King, after being 
alerted to the pattern of voting 
at that session, contacted key 
Arab leaders in an attempt to 
preempt the U.S. abstention. 


Accord reached on cargo 
inspection at Aqaba 


(Continued from page 1) 
officials here describe as over- 
zealous enforcement of the 
sanctions, proposed early tins 
year that the inspections be 
carried out at Aqaba port by 
an international agency. The 
proposal was viewed positively 
by American administration 
offidals, according to sources. 

However, follow-up action 
on the proposal was at snail’s 
pace, and Jordan was enraged 
by what appeared to be an 
escalation of the inspections 
and tightened guidelines im- 
posed by the American-led 
warships patrolling the Red 
Sea. 

At least seven Aqaba-bound 
vessels, including the Skyman, 
were denied permission to en- 
ter the Gulf of Aqaba by the 
enforcers of the sanctions 
since January this year com- 
pared to 20 during the whole 
1993. 

The Jordanian government 
repeatedly protested to the 
U.S. as well as the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee against the 


“siege of Aqaba." (sc 
rate story) The Lower House 
of Parliament urged the gov- 
ernment last week to refuse to 
return to the U.S.-sponsored 
peace talks with Israel before 
die blockade of Aqaba is lifted 
and the lifting is formally 
announced at the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
inspection of the Skyman could 
be a “dress rehearsal" for set- 
ting up a firm mechanism for 
land-based inspection at 
Aqaba as proposed by Jordan. 

Lloyds Register of London, 
an independent international 
agency which has extensive ex- 
perience in cargo inspections 
all over the world, is tipped to 
be the body which would take 
over the inspection at Aqaba 
as and when the mechanism is 
in place. 

Lloyds officials have visited 
Aqaba several times in the past 
three months to evaluate the 
facilities available for inspec- 
tions and for talks with Jorda- 
nian shipping officials. 


Political scientists, historiai 


nference 


(Continued from page 1) 

agree on the principle of nego- 
tiations and a peaceful settle- 
ment," he said. 

Husni Sbeyab, of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, asked why 
would the U.S. exclude all 
other democracies in the re-, 
gjon and elsewhere and con- 
centrate only on Israel. 

Speaking from the audience 
Abla Amawi, of the Applied 
Sciences University, said “if 
Israel is such a democratic 
country, why don’t we invite it 
to invade the whole of the 
Arab World?" 

Khaled Mismar, the bead of 
the Palestinian Information 
Office in Amman, attempted 
to refute the argument that 
Israel is a model of democracy 
and countered that the 
mechanism of decision-making 
in Israel is directly linked to its 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
“Even in its direct negotiations 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Mr. 
Rabin controls the whole pro- 
cess and be is the sole decision- 
maker,” he said. 

In his speech titled “Amer- 
ican Strategy and the Internal 
Developments in the Region,” 
Hassan Abu Taleb (Ahram) 
said the U.S. divides the coun- 
tries in the region into the 
following categories: friendly 
states (such as Jordan, Egypt 
and Morocco) which it sup- 
ports; the neutral countries 
(such as Syria) which in order 
for it to become a friendly state 
must adopt internal political 
openness and consideration for 
the U.S. interests in the re- 
gion; the enemy states (such as 
Iraq and Libya and recently. 
Sudan); and finally marginal-, 
ised countries (such as 
Djibouti and Mauritania). 

Mr. Abu Taleb (Ahram) 
said the U.S. attempts to em- 
ploy the reality of the Arab 
states to serve its various in- 
terests in the region, such as 
commitment to the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq 
following its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

He added that the U.S. 
tends to deal witb the Arab 
countries individually rather 
than as a unit. “Double stan- 



Prime Minister Abdul Sahum Majali on Saturday 
addresses a meeting of political scientists and 
historians at the University of Jordan organised 
by the Centre for Strategic Studies of the 
university. On the podium are (sitting left to 
right): Dr. Mustafa Hamarneb, director of the 


centre. Dr. Fawzl Gharaibeh, president of the 
University of Jordan, Dr. Sayed Yassin, director 
of Cairo’s AI Ahram Centre for Political and 
Strategic Studies, and Dr. Usama Ghazali. presi- 
dent of the Arab Political Scientists Association 
(Photo by Rana Husseini) 


dards govern the U.S. policy in 
the regjon because of the varie- 
ty of its interests there.” 

Earlier in the morning ses- 
sion, titled “Current Develop- 
ments in the International En- 
vironment,” the scholars 
attempted to define the new 
.world order and came close to 
admitting that the Arab World 
had only one option in fitting 
in. 

Abdul Mune'm Saed 
(Ahram) said that countries 
which are not within the com- 
plex network of economic, 
political and social integration 
in Europe and Asia will remain 
unstable and will be characte- 
rised by chaos and violence. 

Former Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber, who pres- 
ided over the session, high- 
lighted the concept of the “vil- 
lagisation" of the world 
brought about by the revolu- 
tion in communications and 
telecommunications. 

According to Rad wan 
Abdullah of toe University of 
Jordan, the current order is 
based on political, as well as 
economic elements. “The Un- 
ited States enjoys a unique 


political status because it 
dominates the coalition of the 
forces which form the econo- 
mic system,” he said. 

The conference opened 
under toe patronage of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
who said that the Jordanian 
government will look to this 
meeting not as “just another 
gathering, but will view- it as a 
milestone in toe path towards 
toe promising future.” 

In the opening session. 
Sayed Yassin, the director of 
toe Centre for Political and 
Strategic Studies in Al Ahram, 
said “we hope to shape a con- 
crete civilised Arab vision 
through Arab strategic confer- 
ences in order to present de- 
fined ideas on achieving world 
peace, peace in the Middle 
East, disarmament, third 
world debt and dialogue 
among civilisations.” 

Usama Ghazali, president of 
the Arab Political Science 
Association, commended toe 
democratisation process in Jor- 
dan which, he said, made it 
possible to hold such an open 
and candid conference in Am- 
man. 


According to Fawzi Ghar- 
aibeh, president of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, the task of 
facing national and regional 
issues is not toe sole responsi- 
bility of the government but 
rather it is the responsibility of 
establishments and individuals. 
Dr. Gharaibeh said that the 
3-day conference is a further 
step in the direction of this 
orientation. 

Mustafa Ham am eh, director 
of the Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies (CSS) prefaced his state- 
ment by saying that the CSS 
has in the past two years refo- 
cused its work from issues of 
security and foreign policy to- 
wards areas directly related to 
the country’s basic needs. 

Therefore, Dr. Hamameh 
said, it is hoped that this con- 
ference will come up with prac- 
tical solutions that can help in 
addressing the great challenges 
facing Jordan and the region. 

About 30 Arab political sci- 
entists and historians from Jor- 
dan, Egypt. Syria. Palestine, 
Iraq, Lebanon and Libya are 
participating in toe conference. 


N. Korea says Japan is not safe 


(Continued from page 1) 
military base. 

The British military journal 
also said North Korea appears 
to have obtained enough pluto- 


nium to make up to two nuc- 
lear weapons. 

In a special report Jane’s 
intelligence review said foreign 
estimates of how much pluto- 


nium toe country now had 
ranged as high as 40 kilogram- 
mes, with this possibly rising 
up to 3.000 kilometres by toe 
year 2000. 

Tensions mounted rapidly 


this past week as the in- 
creasingly isolated and defiant 
North Korea repeatedly 
warned of war over interna- 
tional efforts to curb its nuclear 
ambitions. 
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INVESTING WITH A 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 


World markets are whe-e the action is. and we at UNION BANK can take you there. 
The global marketplace may be unfamiliar territory to you. but our International Division 

can be your guide. 

Our International Division services offer you global investment opportunities. 

Along with prime International banks, we guarantee your capital against any trading 
loss. On the other hand, every good business decision involves a risk. And the 
higher the risk, the greater the return. Through our capital protection program, your 
stakes can be as high as you set them. 

For further Information please call Mr. Jabra Ghandour at tel: 699307. fax: 666149. 


Union Bank 


A — For Savings & Investment 

In UNION there is STRENGTH, in UNION there is PROGRESS. 
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ATT chief says world trade 
uleswill protect poor, weak 
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RABAT (R) — New world 
trade rules will protect the 
poor and weak and open up 
vast employment opportuni- 
ties, GATT Director General 
Peter Sutherland said Satur- 
day. 

“The most important area of 
the new rules is that they will 
protect the poor and weak 
from the law of the jungle,” he 
said. 

He said the GATT accords 
to be signed next month in the 
south Moroccan city of Mar- 
rakesh “will be more impor- 
tant for developing countries 
than for anvbodv else.” 


He predicted that for the 
developing world the accords 
would “encourage develop- 
ment of agriculture, the textile 
and clothing industries, and 
open them up to new industry 
through relocation by indus- 
tries seeking cheaper labour." 

"A new structure will be set 
up that avoids marginalisation 
and ensures market access 
based on regulations rather 
than the wielding of a big sdek 
by the powerful,” Mr. Suther- 
land told Reuters in an inter- 
view in a Rabat hotel. 

“We are seeing the biggest 
revolution in the world in eco- 


nomic terms, for a population 
of perhaps five billion, with a 
system that provides an 
umbrella of rules to protect 
everybody.” he said. 

"There has been a seductive 
appeal in protectionism to 
maintain employment.” he 
said, “it was the policy of 
‘beggar my neighbour" but job 
creation is export-led. There 
are prospects for dynamic 
opportunities with the expan- 
sion of trade.” 

After discussing arrange- 
ments for the signing ceremony 
with King Hassan of Morocco 
on Friday night, Mr. Suther- 


land said foreign or trade 
ministers from 120 countries 
would sign the accords which 
run to 20,000 pages. 

The ceremonies on April 11- 
15 will also be attended by 
associate states including Rus- 
sia and China and delegates 
from 27 intemationaJ organisa- 
tions. 


It is expected about 30 coun- 
tries will be able to ratify the 
accords immediately in Mar- 
rakesh. The objective is to 
implement them under the 

World Trade Organisation by 

Jan. 1 next year. 


France and Germany to seek 
scope for lower interest rates 


FRANKFURT (R*| — The 
central bar.ks of both Germany 
anti France pledged Friday to 
CvV.tinuc the fight jgairot infla- 
tion but made dear they would 
seek the scope to cut interest 
rales again whenever possible. 

In speeches to a Franco- 
G jTtr.an financial markets con- 
ference in Frankfurt, the gov- 
ernors of the two central banks 
also underscored the import- 
ance of monetary cooperation 
between France and Germany 
as an anchor of European in- 
tegration. 


Bundesbank President Hans 
Tictmeyer told a hall packed 
with bankers and monetary 
officials that Germany's fight 
against inflation was not over 
and the central bank could not 
ignore the potential inflation- 
ary threat of surging money 
supply. 

But he added, “we will of 
course continue to test whether 
there is scope for rate cuts.” 
Interest-rate cuts could not. 


however, be carried out at the 
risk of fuelling inflation. 

A policy of rushed rate cuts 
would not be in line with the 
uim of reducing inflationary 
expectations and making sure 
that no new inflationary ex- 
pectations emerge, Mr. Tiet- 
meyer said. 

Echoing Mr. Tietmeyer's 
comments. Bank of France 
Governor Jean-Claude 
Tricher, also stressed that the 
French central bank’s primary 
aim was maintaining monetary 
stability. 

But he noted a cut in the 
French intervention rate to six 
per cent from 6.10 per cent on 
Thursday showed the trend to 
easier money in both France 
and Europe had not been in- 
terrupted. 

“The Bank of France will 
pursue its cautious and prudent 
policy of rate cuts.” he said, 
emphasising, like the Ger- 
mans, that this would be done 
in a way to ensure monetary 
stability. 


Thursday's decision was in 
line with the Bank of France's 
policy of maintaining monetaiy 
stability, he added. 

Mr. Tietmeyer told the con- 
ference that west German in- 
flation was falling, but at 3.4 
per cent for February it was 
“still clearly too high.” 

The German central banker 
also appeared to reject recent 
criticism of the Bundesbank's 
policy of monitoring money 
supply growth as a key indica- 
tor of" future inflationary 
trends. 

In the first two months of 
1994. money supply has surged 
far beyond the Bundesbank's 
six per cent target ceiling for 
growth this year, expanding by 
21.2 per cent in January and by 
17.6 per cent in February. 

Mr. Tietmeyer- himself 
admitted that the latest data 
were distorted by special fac- 
tors but insisted that the recent 
trend of bloated monetary 
growth had to be taken 
seriously. 


Indian 
minister 
vows to 
fight inflation 


NEW DEUU (R) — Indian 
Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh has said that inflation 
would not be allowed to gain 
further strength. 

“This challenge will be ■ 
met,” he said, speaking about 
worries that inflation could 
creep back up to double digits. 

“Inflationary expectations 
nil! not be allowed to gain 
further strength," Mr. Singh 
- added in a speech at the open- 
ing of a two-day conference on 
the Indian economy, organised 
in New Delhi by Euromoney 
magazine. 

The annual inflation rate 
rose to 9.05 per cent in the 
week ended March 5, crossing 
the nine per cent mark for the 
first time in 69 weeks. 

The inflation rate began fall- 
ing from a high of almost 17 
rcr cent in August 1991 after 
the government initiated a 
series of economic reforms in 
July that year. 

The annual rale at the end of 
the 1 902 93 fiscal year ending 
in March 1993 was seven per 
cent against 12.8 at the end of 
the 1991 (92 year. 

Mr. Singh said India now 
had foreign exchange reserves 
of more than S17 billion and 
food grain stocks of almost 23 
million tonnes. The exchange 
reserves were equivalent to 
seven months of imports. 

He said if necessity the gov- 
ernment would use the foreign 
exchange to import supplies of 
essential commodities to stabil- 
ise prices. 

Last week the government 
allowed sugar imports to check 
rising prices because domestic 
production was expected to fall 
by 200.000 tonnes in the crop 
year ending in September. 

Mr. Singh also said the gov- 
ernment would strictly control 
its own spending. 

He said the first phase of 
India's three-year-old reform 
programme was almost com- 
plete. 

The budget for fiscal 1994/95 
was designed to stimulate 
growth, restructure taxation 
and integrate the economy 
with the global trading system’, 
he said. 

Mr. Singh said the reforms 
had given the country' new 
confidence and Indian“indus- 
irv, protected for almost five 
decades, had to learn to com- 
pete internationally. 

“Indian industry has to shed 
its inferiority complex, l be- 
lieve Indian industry is fully 
capable of meeting the global 
challenge.” he stressed. 

In the current year. India 
will bring in S2 billion in fore- 
ign direct and portfolio invest- 
ments in addition to S3 to S3.5 
billion raised on the Euroissue 
market by Indian companies. 


South Africa eyes 
return to world 
capital markets 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa is preparing to 
reenter world capital markets 
after an absence spanning 
much of the past decade. 

The multi-party Transitional 
Executive Council (TEC) 
overseeing die country ahead 
of next month's all-race elec- 
tions has set up a special com- 
mittee to prepare for a possible 
sovereign loan later this year. 

“The committee is hard at 
work,” said Tito Mboweni, de- 
puty head of economic plan- 
ning for the African National 
Congress (ANC) and a prom- 
inent member of the finance 
sub-council. 

South Africa, having re- 
turned triumphantly to inter- 
national capital markets in 
September 1991 after a six- 
year exile imposed by anti- 
apartheid' sanctions, has been 
absenB again for more than l!* 
years. 

It withdrew in 1992 amid 
political violence which killed 
nearly 15,000 people over four 
years of apartheid reforms, set- 
backs to democracy talks and 
opposition by anti-apartheid 
groups to what they considered 
premature access to foreign 
credit while vestiges of apar- 
theid remained. 

Mr. Mboweni, referring to 
an array of TEC panels formed 
to help economic policymakers 
lay the groundwork for a post- 


apartheid South Africa, de- 
scribed the one handling loan 
preparations as “probably one 
of our star committees.” 

But he added: “There's still 
quite a way to go.” 

He saw no return to the “ 
market until a government of 
national unity, to be installed 
after the first all-race elections 
oil April 26-28 and widely ex- 
pected to be dominated by 
Nelson Mandela's ANC, pre- 
sented a budget for the coming 
year. 

The budget is normally un-. 
veiled in March, but Finance 
Minister Derek Keys said that 
for the coming year it would 
probably be presented in Au- 
gust, once a new administra- 
tion has settled in, although it 
might be earlier than that. 

Finance Department Direc- 
tor General Estian Calitz said 
there was “dearly very keen 
interest” abroad in South Afri- 
can paper. Such factors might 
favour a return to the market 
“sooner rather than later.” 

But some investors might be 
looking for firm direction on 
future government policies and 
the budget could provide an 
appropriate benchmark, he 
said. 

South Africa's return to the 
market in 1991 met a strong 
welcome, persuading it to raise 
that loan issue to 400 million 
German marks from 300 mil- 
lion originally planned. 


Northrop to 
•cut 3,000 
jobs by 
end of year 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Nonhrop Corp.. a major de- 
fence contractor, said it will cut 
3,000 jobs by the end of the 
year, in its ongoing efforts to 
build up its competitive edge in 
a shrinking defense industry. 
"It is dear that the challenges 
facing the defence industry to- 
day are structural, not cyclic- 
al.” Northrop Chairman Kent 
Kresa said in a letter to share- 
holders. 

Northrop, since 19S9. has 
managed to pare down a $t 
billion debt to S60 million at 
the end of last year. Employ- 
ment in Northrop has also 
dropped from a peak 45.000 in 
19SS to 30.000 currently. The 
10 per cent cut in its work force 
by the end of the year, bringing 
employment down to 27,000. 
will be done following “strin- 
gent standards of fairness.” 
Mr. Kresa said. 


Toxic waste 
exporting 
banned 
worldwide 


GENEVA (AP) — After years 
of dumping toxic waste in poor 
nations, a U-N. -sponsored 
conference banned the practice 
Friday after overcoming 
opposition from the United 
States, Japan and Germany. 

The prohibition against 
hazardous waste exporting also 
covets materials sent to de- 
veloping nations for recycling, 
as well as for final disposal. It 
takes effect on Dec. 31, 1997. 

The ban on hazardous waste 
exports was reached by minis- 
ters and officials from more 
than 60 nations after five days 
of wrangling. 

It was seen as a victory for 
environmentalists and Third 
World nations which have 
argued that they should not be 
used as garbage damps -for 
potentially poisonous pro- 
ducts. 

“At last, the loophole of 
being able to export waste 
under the guise of recycling 
will be eliminated,'' said Kevin 
Stairs of the environmental 
group Greenpeace. 

“This decision will finally 
force rich countries to take full 
responsibility for their waste 
production problem instead of 
dumping it on their neigh- 
bours,” he said. 

As wealthy countries have 
run out of space and into local 
opposition, they have in- 
creasingly sent waste abroad. 

However, some developing 
nations, in need of the cash, 
have continued to accept the 
shipments. Others, including 
Africa, Central America and 
the Pacific Islands, have im- 
posed a formal ban but govern- 
ments often lack the resources 
to monitor this. 

Conference chairman Chris 
Lamb of Australia hailed the 
move as a “historic step.” 

Mr. Lamb conceded that the 
ban would not prevent illegal 
shipments. It will be up to 
individual governments to take 
action against companies that 
try to secretly dump their 
waste abroad. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates that about 400 million 
tons of hazardous waste is pro- 
duced each year, 98 per cent in 
wealthy nations belonging to 
the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). 

The conference was held to 
review the Basel convention on 
the transboundary movement 
of hazardous wastes, which has 
been ratified by 64 nations. 

Signatories of the conven- 
tion had previously agreed that 
OECD nations should sibp ex- 
porting toxic waste for final 
disposal in developing coun- 
tries . 


Turkish economy totters on brink 

mnwncino itmrfrinv, i 


ANKARA (R) — Turks vote 
Sunday in municipal elections 
which will test whether they 
trust Prime Minister Tansu Oi- 
ler’s coalition government to 
tackle a looming economic cri- 
sis. 

Bankets said brokers pre- 
dicted sharp post-election price 
rises, but were divided on what 
impact the polls would have on 
markets thrown into chaos by a 
plunging lira and soaring in- 
terest rates. 

“All prices will go up after 
the elections, that’s all we can 
knowl” said one bank’s secur- 
ities department manager, re- 
flecting a mood of bleak uncer- 
tainty that has gripped the 
business community. 

He said the government 
would relax price restraints on 
state-run companies to allow 
them to offset their losses. 

Voters’ minds are fixed on 
the plight of a once- vibrant 
economy, now sliding towards 
recession and possible hyper- 
inflation with public finances in 


their worst state for 15 years. 

Ominously, Turkey’s lead- 
ing consumer durable goods 
maker Arcelik has said it was 
baiting production for .two 
weeks from April 18 due to 
faffing demand. Car manufac- 
turers and ancillary industries 
have already slowed output. 

The polls cannot change the 
party balance in parliament, 
but a humiliating defeat for 
Ms. Oiler’s True Path Party 
(DYP) could turn her into a 
lame-duck leader and streng- 
then opposition calls for an 
early general election. Parlia- 
ment's normal term expires in 
1996. 

Ms. Ciller, in power only 
since June, retains some popu- 
lar appeal as Turkey’s first 
woman premier, but this year's 
money troubles have tarnished 
her reputation as a U.S.- 
trained economist. 

The lira has lost 33 per cent 
of its dollar value since Jan. 1 
as the central bank, keen to 
conserve its dwindling foreign 


reserves, dropped its old potty 
of keeping the Bra overvalued- 
The Istanbul Stock Ex- 
change Index, now at 14.834, 
* frtwn a Deak of 


has slumped from a peak < 
29.322 it reached in nud- 
January, as business confi- 
dence ebbed and lira interest 
rates spiralled higher. 

“Election defeat for Ciller 
can send the index down to 
around 13,500. If the govern- 
ment emerges stronger, it may 
surge to 18,000 levels, but from 
then on the market will watch 
for new economic measures, 
said Tulga Kumbasar, port- 
folio manager at Finansbank. 

The central bank has raised 
overnight interest rates to 450 
per cent from 400 per cent, 
keeping the lira in a wide 
23,800-24,000 Tange against 
the dollar. 

Some bankers predict 
another dollar surge after the 
polls, saying high interest rates 
afone can only postpone the 
inevitable while dramatically 


increasing the 
borrowing costs. 

Others expect Ms. Oiler to 
announce drastic .economic 
measures which wouft restore 
confidence and stabilise the 
money markets. 

“After the elections, peo- 
ple’s purchasing power wijl go 
down, so nobody win nisjh to 
‘ the foreign exchange bureaus 
to buy dollar and demand win 
fell,” said the treasurer erf abb 
private bank. 6 

Many bankers and indus- 
trialists say inflation, now at an 
annual 73 per cent, will fa 
triple digits this year. j 
T urkish newspapers say^Kfe. 
Ciller’s newly appointed state 
minister for the economy, 
Aykon Dogan, is preparing an 
austerity package to apply af- 
ter the nationwide polls fa 
mayors and local councils. 
But in her election- cam- 
paign, Ms. Ciller has 'not 
sought to prepare voters: fa 
the radical measurespastfcov- 
emments have avoided. • 


Credit Lyonnais under 
fire after rescue plan 


ih- 


PARIS (R) — “Discredit 
Lyonnais,” the French daily Le 
Quotidien screamed Friday, 
leading a chorus of outrage 
that taxpayers are to pay for 
the errors that brought the 
state-owned banking giaht 
Credit Lyonnais to its knees. 

The bank Thursday unveiled 
a loss of 6.9 billion francs 
(SI .21 billion) for last year, 
more than tripling its 1992 de- 
ficit into one of the biggest 
losses in French corporate his- 
tory. 

To staunch the flood of red 
ink, the conservative govern- 
ment stepped in, injecting 3.5 
billion francs ($614.5 million) 
in cash and pledging to 
guarantee U p to 18.4 billion 
francs ($3.23 billion) of dud 
real estate loans. 

Linking the government 
bail-out to the advertising slo- 
gan the bank used during its 
breakneck expansion — ‘the 
power to say yes'” — the 
financial daily Less Echos ran 


powers- 


the headline: - “The 
that-be say ‘yes.’” 

Credit Lyonnais' rapid 
growth began in 1988, when 
the newly reelected socialists 
installed Jean- Yves Haberer as 
chairman. 

Dubbed at the time by a 
British business magazine” a 
man with no ideas,'’ Mr. 
Haberer turned out to have too 
many. 

A believer in .the concept of 
a “universal bank” with a 
range of stakes in industry, Mr. 
Haberer had pumped the 
bank's assets up by more than 


80 per cent to just short of two 
trillion francs ($350 billion) by 


the times he was sacked by the 
government' in November. 
That left Credit Lyonnais the 
biggest bank in the world out- 
side Japan. 

The economic downturn, 
heavy exposure to the depress- 
ed property market and prom- 
inent misadventures turned 
that strategy sour. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 27, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer , . Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This Full Moon in Libra. Passov- 
er Palm Sunday will host be spent 
with family and friends in con- 
templation and reflection on re- 
cent events that have captured 
your attention and focused your 
abilities. . 


piji.gjve. you added 
loyal friend can 


_jve 

advice at this time for you to get 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19} 
Take steps to improve conditions 
at home and have harmony 
there. Remove any obstacles in 
the path of your progress to your 
ultimate success. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make sun: you arc living accord- 
ing to your 'philosophical beliefs. 
Make plans to improve your so- 
cial life in the days ahead and 
you will be happy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Find the right outlet for your 
special talents. An intuitive sug- 
gestion could be erroneous now 
su don't follow it or there could 
be trouble. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) Plan how to have greater 
abundance in the future. Show 
increased devotion to family 
members and you will have much 
love and appreciation. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Outline a course of action that 
amid give you added income in 
the future.' Plan how to stretch 
your budget and have more 
securitv in the future. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Put ideas to work that 


what you want. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Be sure not to comment 
about things' _you know little ab- 
out. Be sensible in handling mat- 
ters of communication at this 
time and there will be peace. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have fine 
creative ideas that need express- 
• ion at rhis time. Allow -time for 
recreational activities you enjoy 
with the ones you love. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
M December 21) Make sure that 
you carry through with new re- 
sponsibilities you have. Show 
more consideration for a loved 
one or there could be problems. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to : 
January 2ll) A new project you 
have in mind needs more study 
before going ahead with it. Take 
no chances with your health in 
any activity you are involved 
with at this time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) An excellent time 
to catch up on your correspond- 
ence. Concentrate on how to be 
more productive in the future 
and you will find much success. 
PISCES: (February 21) to March 
2l)) Come to a fine accord with 
family members early in the day. 
Try ro please the one you arc 
most fond of and there will he 
much affection present. 


I REMEMBER THIS 
ONE SIRL I WAS 
IN LOVE WITH A 

LONS TIME AGO.. 


HER FATHER BROKE 
UP OUR ROMANCE .. 
HE SAID |‘D NEVER 
I AMOUNT TO ANYTHING 
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Air insurers hit hard 
by Lockerbie bombing 


FRANKFURT (R) — Insur- 
ance claims after the bombing 
of a U.S. airliner over Locker- 
bie in Scotland in 1988 are now 
expected to total around $400 
million, double Initial 
estimates,, a leading German 
reinsurer said. 

Achim Kann, chairman of 
Muenchener Frankona Rueck- 
versicherung A.G. told jour- 
nalists that he jump in insur- 
ance claims followed a 1992 
U.S. court ruling that Pan Am 
was guilty of wilful misconduct 
in its baggage screening proce- 
dures. 

That paved the way for rela- 
tives of the victims to file indi- 
vidual claims for compensa- 
tion. He added that the ruling 
against Pan Am did not alter in 
any way the liability of air 
insurers. N 

While Pan Am, once the 
world’s largest airline, has 
gone into liquidation since the 
1988 bombing, it still exists as a 
legal entity to clear up out- 
standing business. 

Mr. Kann said the family of 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE KIPS 
PIP AT THE PARK. 

Now arrange the circled letters toj 
form the surprise answer, as sug-j 
gested by the above cartoon. i 
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Saturday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


(Answers tomorrow} 
SINGE FLORA ENTIRE SYMBOL £ 
VWien h« coffee was served cold it left 
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Wm BOILING 
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THE Daily Crossword * 


Don Johiuan 


r .ACROSS 
1 How up under 
axsmmatton 
i 5 Norwegian king 
f 9 Put sway 

13 Singng voce 

14 Piy 

15 Arizona Indians 
17 On mo ~ 

(impuistveiyl 

20 Staff dl 
attendants 

21 Carry too tar 

22 Hanuemogen 
25 Support 

27 — rule 

28 Military 
command 

30 Otnsrwtse 

32 Wipe out 

33 Hnou garment 
35 First woman 
38 videotape of e 

kmc 

*1 SraymB wife 

42 Ms Moreno 

43 Lofty nasi 
45 Traffic sign 

47 Rodent 

48 Fpnd du — . wi 
51 Hurries 

54 Ouesbonnaire 
item 

53 Amur's 
paruise 
57 Auneulve 
59 Dotage 
64 Swap 
69 " — . vtai. *o" 

66 Hodgepodge 

67 On one's — 
lalertl 

59 Youthful suffn 
69 Ridge from a 
Plow 
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DOWN 

1 Earned 

2 Swiss peak 

3 Alpha run 

4 — a oeuvre 

5 Burning 
flAOTBSS Lenya 

7 Residue 

8 Neckline shape 

9 ““ 0,1 (loaves) 
10 Large volume 


•I "furandot." e q 
12 Coils “ 

IB Greek portico 
tfl Beginning 
19 Trofttil fnt, 

*2 New Guinea 
pan 

23 Narrow groove 
" School 

offidart 
*■6 — feme 
« Donkeys 
31 Certain 
'Sherman 

33 Small cuts 

3f !^ w VW- abbr. 

35 MiaceBany of 

»3£S' m 

39 Orca* 

took a 
Break 

^Shoewfoth 
49 Steaks 
47 Arthur's 

»23Er 
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an Internationa] Busi less 
Machines Corp; executive had 
filed the largest dain of 
around $13 million. Rela ives 
of another executive t 'ere 
seeking around $9 mil on. 
making Lockerbie “one o the 
greatest damage cases fo air 
insurers,” he said.. 

In the first settlement m 
1992 Pan Am paid $9.23 «mil- 
Iion to the family of a PepsiCo 
Inc. executive killed ini the 
bombing. i 

In 1990, the airline reathed 
an out-of-court settlementwith 
families of the Scottish dead 
and injured. \ 

Insurance analysts said; Pan 
Am’s insurer, USAIG, part of 
United States Aircraft Under- 
writers Inc. could face direct 
damage claims amounting to 
' hundreds of millions of doHais. 

Mr. Kann said West era air 
insurers were also likely fb be 
hit by this week’s Airbus ^310 
crash in Siberia because 1 the 
machine, although operand by 
Aeroflot, was leased land 
therefore insured in, the West. 

i 


40 Ware olf 
SGCnoeoiate 

source 
52 Giggle 
“Singer Frankie 
bo Bonanza 


58 Arab boat 

60 Kind of car. 
abbr. 

61 Bravol 

62 Painting 
KJPaned 
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China beefs up controls on prices, investments 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
''-'Chinese government has de- 
•^MSded to impose emergency 
" -measures to control prices and 
investments in a bid to keen 
‘-'’-inflation below 10 per cent this 
J yp? r > “c official press said 
Friday. 

A decree published in the 
.major newspaper? said that in- 
portion teams would be sent 
out to all the provinces in order 
'- u, to monitor price switching 
-caused by suspected specula- 
. >.!»□. 

»~f. 3 The Operation would start in 
April and last for three 
?•;» months, it said. 

Other teams will be tasked 
-.T-^-with monitoring investment in 
fixed capital, which was to a 
-'S: large degree to blame for infla- 
-.. -i^ion last year that averaged 14 
per cent, reaching more than 

Tfl per cent in the dries. 

reflation for the first two 
months to 1994 bas been put at 
20 per cent, and experts are 
skeptical that the government 


can meet its target of keeping 
price rises bdow 10 per cent 
The text of the decree said: 
“The country enjoys political 
stability and economic 
prosperity, but prices have 
risen very quickly and the mas- 
ses are worried.” 

It said that “certain enter- 
prises have increased their 
prices under the pretext of 
economic reforms, and certain 
businesses do not respect the 
listing of prices." 

The monitoring win apply to 
about 20 products, mainly food 
staples, but also on the prices 
of some raw materials that 
have recently soared. 

The government has warned 
of heavy fines, and the with- 
drawal of trading licences, for 
those to blame for fuelling 
prices. 

The results of the operation 
will be made public by July 20. 

Meanwhile, the State Statis- 
tical Bureau (SSB) has re- 
ported good and bad news for 
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ILS. Dollar hi litwrnatJonal Markets 
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Cnrmey 

New YoAk 
ClOM 
24/3/94 

New York 
CtOAe. 
25/3/94 

Strrfing Pound" 

1.4975 

1.4988 

Deotscbe Mark 

1.6680 

1.6655 

Swiss Franc 

1.4165 

1.4168 

French Franc 

5.7038 

5.7050 - 

Japanese Yen 

104. 55 

104.85 

European Curreny Unii 

1.1523 

1.1543 i 


* USD ftr STG 

“ Eawcaa Opcoia* US tun. GMT 


d 26/3/1994 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


MS. Dollar 

3.4375 

3. *250 

3.3750 

4.3750 

Sterling Pound 

4.9375 

4.9375 

5.0000 

5. 1250 

Deutsche Mark 

5.6250 

5.5000 

5.4375 

5.2500 

Swiss Franc 

4.0000 

3 .8750 

3.8125 

3.7500 

French Franc 

6.1875 

6.1250 

6.0000 

5.8125 

Japanese Yen 

2.0000 

2.1250 

2.1250 

2.2500 

European Currency Unit 

6.2500 

6.1200 

6.0000 

5.8700 


. laurbMfc Nd rate, for amount* endk VJL Man I .090.000 or cqahraJem. 

- . Data: 25/3/1994 
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5.40 
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the first two months. 

Industrial output grew by 
18.2 per cent and capital con- 
struction surged by 41.8 per 
cent, both dangerously high 
but still lower than the figures 
for all of 1993. 

1 Retail prices are the most 
critical area, being tire main 
yardstick by which China's 1.2 
billion people judge the per- 
formance of their co mmunis t 
leadership. 

For 35 major cities the infla- 
tion figures were even worse. 
Prices rose by 23.3 per cent in 
January over January 1993 but 
the report did not give the 
figure for cities for February. 

Asked what the figure was, 
an official of the SSB's data 
office said it remaned secret. 
“It was too high and we fear 
that the people cannot accept 
it.” 

The SSB said the price rises 
were due to an excess money 
supply, higher prices for raw 
materials, higher costs for 
capital and labour and lax con- 
trol over profiteering and spe- 
culation. 

It said there was a net in- 
crease in the first two months 


in the money supply of 13.7 
billion yuan (51.57 billion), be- 
cause of an excess issue of 
money in January — tradi- 
tionally a time of high con- 
sumption before the lunar new 
year holiday. 

The jump in inflation bas 
haunted the debates in parlia- 
ment, which has been deluged 
with official communiques 
stressing that “stabffity” is a 
precondition for the success of 
Beijing's economic reforms. 

To the Communist Party 
“stability" means keeping in- 
flation within a level tolerable 
to a majority of its citizens and 
preventing soda! unrest. 

The government foiled that 
test in 1988. Rocketing infla- 
tion prompted widespread 
urban anger which helped fuel 
the pro-democracy protests in 
. Beijing’s Tiananmen square in 
1989. 

The report, underlining 
another government fear, 
showed that regional and sec- 
toral imbalances grow more 
pronounced. 

Industrial output by state 
firms in the first two months 
rose only 1.2 per cent over a 


year earlier. Their profits fell 
and their losses rose, while 
output of non -state firms rose 
faster than the national aver- 
age. 

Industrial output in the coas- 
tal provinces grew by more 
than 20 per cent, but output in 
the three northeast provinces 
and tbe western provinces, 
where the state sector domin- 
ates, was lower than 10 per 
cent. 

Despite repeated orders 
from Beijing to stop new con- 
struction projects, tbe growth 
of such projects in the first two 
months rose by a year-on-year 
77.5 per cent from 74.1 per 
cent in the 1993 period. 

Some analysts see the con- 
tinued construction boom, and 
the associated heavy invest- 
ment in fixed assets, as calling 
inro question Beijing’s ability 
to map the economic future. 

After some 15 years of re- 
form, power has become so 
decentralised and regional in- 
terests so differentiated that it 
remains to be seen whether 
Beijing can still simply order 
up the stability it so badly 
needs. 


Qatar signs $385m 
petrochemical projects 


DOHA (R) — The Qatar Pet- 
rochemical Company Ltd 
(QAPCO) Saturday signed 
three contracts with French 
and Italian companies for a 
5385 million petrochemical ex- 
pansion plan. 

The contracts were signed 
with Technip of France, Italy's 
Snamprogetti and TPL (Tech- 
nologic Progetti Lavorie) SPA, 
which is a Technip subsidiary 
registered in Italy, for the 
building of two new plants to 
add to two existing ones at 
QAPCO’s Umm Said site. 

Snamprogetti will build a 
S130 million polyethylene 
plant to produce 180,000 ton- 
nes a year boosting QAPCO’s 
capacity to 360,000 tonnes a 
year. Production is expected 
by January 1996. 

Technip will build a 5200 
million ethylene plant to raise 
QAPCO’s capacity to 525,000 
tonnes a year from the current 
330,000 tonnes a year. Produc- 
tion is expected by March 


1996. 

TPL will provide utilities for 
the projects and set up a nit- 
rogen unit at a cost of S55 
million. 

QAPCO’s General Manager 
Hamad Rashid A1 Mohandi 
said afieT the signing ceremony 
that part of the financing was 
being arranged by a consor- 
tium of banks, Banque Pari- 
bas, a unit of C1E Financier 
de Paribas, Qatar National 
Bank, Arab Petroleum Invest- 
ment Corp. (APICORP) and 
Gulf International Bank. 

“QAPCO is seeking a syndi- 
cated loan of 5200 million to 
finance the expansion," he 
added, “the arrangers will con- 
tribute 5120 million and the 
rest will be syndicated among 
local and regional banks." 

The remaining financing will 
be raised from internal re- 
serves and cash flow of QAP- 
CO during the next two years, 
he said. 

Final agreement with the 


banks will be signed in early 
May. 

A syndication manager said 
earlier this month that 11 
banks have pledged 5231 mil- 
lion in loans to QAPCO to 
part-finance the new chemical 
plants. 

Pierre lmhof, general mana- 
ger of Banque Paribas' Doha 
branch, said the credit was 531 
million more than QAPCO 
had asked. “QAPCO will now 
decide whether it would like to 
retain the excess subscription 
or negotiate a cut.” 

He named the other banks 
as Abu Dhabi Commercial 
Bank, Bank of Kuwait in the 
Middle East. British Bank of 
the Middle East, Arab Bank, 
A! Ahli Bank of Qatar, Doha 
Bank and the Commercial 
Bank of Qatar. 

Mt. Mohandi said QAPCO’s 
main market was the Middle 
East and South East Asia and 
with the new expansion it will 
reach new markets in Africa. 


Number of South Korean 
farmers halved since 1980 


U.S. proposes quota for Egyptian shirt imports 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
rural population has declined 
50 per cent since 1980, a news- 
paper bas said. 

Tbe Korea Herald, quoting 
an agriculture ministry report, 
said the forming population m 
1993 was 5.4 million, down 5.3 
per cent from 1992. 

The 1993 figures represent a 


50 per cent decline from 1980, 
when the rural population was 
10.8 million. 

Rapid industrialisation and 
economic growth have spurred 
mass migrations to cities, espe- 
cially the capital, Seoul, which 
is home to nearly 11 million 
people — one-quarter of South 
Korea's entire population.. 


CAIRO (R) — The United 
States has proposed restricting 
the number of Egyptian shirts 
it imports to 6.1 million a year, 
an Egyptian trade negotiator 
said Saturday. 

Egypt opposed the proposal 
at talks with chief U.S. textile 
negotiator Jennifer Hillman in 
Cairo earlier this week, Sayyed 
A1 Bo us of Egypt's economy 



ministry told Reuters. 

The quota proposed is less 
than the 6.5 per million shirts 
Egypt exported to the United 
States in 1993. 

The exports in 1993 were a 
569 per cent increase over 
those in the previous year. The 
U.S. administration responded 
to the sudden increase by cal- 
ling for consultations. 


4 A « 


"We believe this small 
quantity will not cause any 
market disruption.... we be- 
lieve our share of the market is 
still very small.” Mr. Bous 
said. 

“We agreed to continue the 
consultations next month in 
Washington," he added. 

Egyptian producers and 
their government argue that 


the trade balance is heavily in 
favour of the United States and 
Washington should not penal- 
ise them for their success in 
one area. 

In 1992/3, the United States 
sold Egypt goods worth $2.09 
billion but imported Egyptian 
goods worth only 5450 million, 
the Central Bank of Egypt said 
in its annual report. 
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DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE: TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


EVvfi 


FOR RENTS- SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

M. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 



RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
- Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


,MMI\UZE 

jh pttB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the.kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


J?U4_yU* J*?- j'** 

2nd-Circ!c - Jabal Amman 
opp. French hur 

Tel.653482 jsu 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Sweffiyeh. 

816690 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBOEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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\ I N N J 
Destauranl & Tapas 

rt 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. t»l 50 6l 
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CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

.-Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
. . Tel: S1S214 

Come and taste our 
, . specialities \ 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
• - p.m. 

0:30- Midnight v 


Thefirst&bett 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Qrcle Jabal Amman. near 
Ahlryyah Girls School 



SELECT HOTL; 


® Superior Hotel Services for 

Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A! \\2 E: .•h/Tol/^Tl 01/637 1 02 


IAEA SALON AND 
UTY 


Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. . 
Manicurer pedicure 
and facials. 

Swelfleh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 
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IndianCh.si.nl 

ft 
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SZECHWAN GARBERS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinan Food* 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 




lUw away is available 

Shat ALArsb m Stmet 
Urn Uthainah Cormerdat Centra 

TeL- $61174 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


•TIVJI R'l* ■ 


0pn BighSy From 9J0 PJI to IN Ail 

Be* Sunday Fiwm .00 Pit lo3 M AM 

Tuesday Closed 

Td :685Z11 Fax : 617779 
Middle Fast Hotel - Shoodnai 


, /<?& trr V / / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


ITOTUTTrTr 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3itf eircto 


';6'5952C 


Tfrij 


SOI K 1 MM ITHAINA 
YMMW H I.. S159S7. 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 

our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot o 
them 30% larger 

* Free enlarge* 
meat 20 x 30 cm 

Shmdsani - Opp. Grindlays 
.Bank. Phone: 604042 ^ 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Daily Lunch 
Set 7fCc*cu- 
rr 




Parole _| 

[ordar Supr nv.irlcl BI !")('> 
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Soft ft Alcoholic Drinks. 

a — Abo — 

Service 


Shmciam 
TcL 680670 
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Bosnian Serbs step up campaign 
Against Turkish U.N. troops 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 1994 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs Saturday step- 
ped up their campaign to pre- 
vent Turkish troops being sent 
to join U.N. peacekeepers in 
Bosnia, warning the planned 
deployment could have “fatal 
consequences." 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. unable to mus- 
ter the forces he needs to 
supervise Bosnian ceasefires, 
has reluctantly agreed to 
accept Turkish troops, seen as 
pro-Muslim by Serbs. 

Momcilo Krajisnik , a hard- 
line member of the Serb lead- 
ership. also cited the 500-year 
Ottoman occupation of Bosnia 
in a letter of protest to the 
U.N. 

“Turkey has... openly sided 
with the Muslim side." he said. 
"The Serb Republic parlia- 
ment charged me with warning 
you of the fatal consequences 
of this action." 

The U.N. has found fewer 
than half of the additional 
troops that peacekeeping com- 
manders want to preserve ceas- 
efires in Sarajevo and central 
' Bosnia while diplomatic efforts 
to end the two-year war con- 
tinue. 

Special U.S. envoy Charles 
Redman reached the Bosnian 
capital for talks with the 


Muslim-led government on the 
implementation of a U.S.- 
crafted M us li m -Croat federa- 
tion in Bosnia. 

The Bosnian Croat parlia- 
ment was expected to approve 
the plan Saturday and the 
mainiy-Muslim Bosnian parlia- 
ment to follow suit Monday. 

Bosnian Serbs who control 
70 per cent of the former 
Yugoslav republic have re- 
fused to join the federation or 
even continue talks on alterna- 
tives until the United Nations 
lifts sanctions against Serbian- 
led Yugoslavia. 

The peace process headed 
for an impasse when the Un- 
ited States Friday ruled out 
lifting the sanctions, imposed 
because Yugoslavia armed, 
organised and financed the 
Bosnian Serbs, until an overall 
peace plan was agreed. 

“We are... prepared to dis- 
cuss the phased easing of sanc- 
tions once there is an agree- 
ment that has been reached 
and it is in the process of being 
implemented and the interna- 
tional community is satisfied 
it’s being implemented," U.S. 
State Department spokesman 
Mike McCurry said. 

But he indicated the U.S. 
government had not lost hope 
that Mr. Redman and influen- 


tial Russian envoy Vitaly 
Churkin could cajole the Serbs 
into a form of federation that 
would get a settlement back on 
track. 

Muslim and Croat forces 
hardened their ceasefire in 
central Bosnia with an agree- 
ment to crack down on snipers 
whose random attacks sow 
civilian terror and guarantee 
free traffic on roads. 

Snipers will be arrested and 
handed over to the authorities 
for trial in future. 

Muslim and Serb forces ac- 
cused each other of continuing 
attacks in northern Bosnia, 
which has become the main 
war theatre since the ceasefires 
took hold elsewhere. 

British U.N. troops in the 
Maglaj pocket in the region 
reported they destroyed a Serb 
bunker which fired on them 
Friday. 

Peacekeepers’ spokesman 
Simon McDowell said a War- 
rior fighting vehicle blasted the 
bunker with its main gun when 
Serbs manning it ignored warn- 
ing shots from lighter calibre 
weapons. 

He reported Serb forces 
around Sarajevo continued to 
disrupt aid convoys despite 
agreements to let them move 
freely. 


The top civilian U.N. official 
for the former Yugoslavia said 
Friday he was optimistic about 
the chances for peace in 
Bosnia-Herzcgovina . 

"We see the light at the end 
of the tunnel." said Yasush 
Akashi, Dr. Ghali's special en- 
voy to the Balkans. 

“For the first time in almost 
two years, the peace is begin- 
ning to break out,” he told the 
U.N. Security Council. 

However, more peacekeep- 
ers were needed to consolidate 
the progress, he said. 

Mr. Akashi warned against 
overconfidence, saying that the 
current lull in fighting and 
move towards a peace settle- 
ment was fragile. “Mutual dis- 
trust is still very deep," he 
said. 

Bosnian Serb shelling of 
Sarajevo stopped following a 
North Atlantic Treaty Alliance 
(NATO) ultimatum in Febru- 
ary. More recently, the forma- 
tion of a Bosnia Muslim-Croat 
federation ended sporadic 
fighting between those two 
parties. 

The U.N. Council began 
considering the future of its 
peacekeepers in the former 
Yugoslavia Friday. The force's 
current mandate expires 
Thursday. 


■ Ukrainians 
1 see little 
i hope in 
! elections 

’ KIEV (R) — Ukrainians dis- 
1 heartened by political dead- 
lock and mass poverty go to 
the polls this weekend with few 
seeing any prospect of the elec- 
tion outcome producing any 
improvement. 

President Leonid Kravchuk 
predicted the election would 
produce a “less than full- 
blooded parliament" and said 
he would seek additional pow- 
ers to ensure order and pro- 
ceed with the country's largely 
undeveloped reforms. 

The first parliamentary elec- 
tion since Ukraine secured in- 
dependence in 1991 was sup- 
posed to break a constitutional 
logjam, oust Communist 
hangers-on and spur reforms 
when it was called ahead of 
term last September. 

The first round of (he poll 
Sunday has instead generated 
little interest among voters baf- 
fled by an electoral system 
which could return a crippled 
parliament, leave more than a 
hundred seats unfilled and sow 
political chaos. 

Kravchuk, making his third 
major television appearance in 
a week Friday, said that parlia- 
ment, if unable to function, 
“will turn over its powers on 
the economy, corruption and 
fighting organised crime to the 
president." 

The election could also 
widqn the divide between the 
country's nationalist west and 
the pro-Russian cast and 
south, which have less than a 
firm commitment to Ukrainian 
statehood. 

Voters in the eastern Don- 
bass coalfield and in Crimea, 
dominated by ethnic Russians, 
will probably return Commun- 
ists and candidates calling for 
closer economic integration 
with Moscow. 

They will also vote in sepa- 
rate plebiscites on restoring 
economic ties with Russia, 
boosting regional powers and 
establishing Russian as a state 
language alongside Ukrainian. 

Paramilitary nationalists in 
western Ukraine could win 
several seats, filling a vacuum 
created by voter frustration 
and the lacklustre performance 
of 2S splintered political par- 
ties. 

Economists say the vote is 
also unlikely to return a bloc of 
sharp-witted reformers capable 
of directing the market 
changes which lag far behind 
those in relatively prosperous 
Russia. 

The campaign has been dull, 
with few posters in the streets, 
only a handful of rallies and no 
more than a few candidates 
known to the vast majority of 
voters. 

"Given the conditions of so- 
da! and economic discontent, 
many voters will probably re- 
ject all the candidates before 
them,” said Alexander-Vish- 
nyak, head of Ukraine's 
Sociological Service. 

Vorers in the first round face 
ballc papers with up to 31 
names. Opinion polls show 
only about 20 of 450 districts 
mil elect a deputy in the first 
round by giving the leading 
candidate the required 50 per 
cent of votes cast. 

A rule invalidating the vote 
in any constituency with a turn- 
out of less than 50 per cent 
could leave many seats unfilled 
even after the second round. 


Mexican rebels: Colosio 
murder prelude to attack 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS, Mexico (R) — Mayan 
rebels accused hardliners in 
Mexico's government Friday of 
being behind the assassination 
of ruling party presidential 
candidate Luis Donaldo Col- 
osio as part of a strategy to 
squash aemocratic reforms. 

“The hardliners and the 
militarist option inside the gov- 
ernment planned and brought 
to completion this provocation 
to end all the peaceful intent of 
democratisation of the coun- 
try," the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army said in a com- 
munique from southern 
Mexico. 

The communique was the 
first reaction from the rebels to 
the killing of Mr. Colosio, 44. 
who was shot in the head and 
abdomen Wednesday after a 
Tijuana campaign rally. 

The Zapatistas said hardline 
factions within Mexico's ruling 
class were opposed to the re- 
forms passed this week by the 
Mexican Congress that would 
clean up the country's elections 
and loosen the grip of the 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI). which has ruled 
Mexico since 1929. 

Also, they said the hardlin- 
ers wanted to abandon efforts 
by President Carlos Salinas De 
(jortari to bring a peaceful end 
to the uprising in Chiapas, 
which was launched in the 
name of social justice and poli- 
tical empowerment of Mex- 
ico’s indigenous people. 

This same group, the rebels 
said, “is the one that ordered 
the assassination of (Col- 
osio)... and now tries to top off 
its infamous action with break- 


ing of the ceasefire and the 
restarting of the war." the 
communique said. 

The rebels, who began their 
New Year’s Dav uprising by 
seizing several Chiapas cities, 
also said there were "dear 
signals” that the government 
was planning to move militarily 
to end the rebellion and ac- 
cused the Mexican army of 
breaking a ceasefire that took 
effect on Jan. 17. 

They said the Mexican army 
dropped four “incendiary de- 
vices" containing some kind of 
eas near a highway in rebel- 
held territory March 19 and 
said the army has been moving 1 ‘ 
troops into the area in prepara- 
tion for combat. n 

Mexico City newspapers re- 
cently reported an influx of 
troops into the conflict zone, 
but the army issued a state- 
ment this week saying that it 
was only rotating troops in and 
out of the area. 

The rebels have been nego- 
tiating with peace envoy 
Manuel Camacho Solis since 
February to end the crisis. At 
least 145 people died in the 
early days of the uprising but 
fighting stopped when a Jan. 
17 ceasefire took effect. 

Mr. Colosio was buried Fri- 
day in his hometown in the 
northern state of Sonora. 

Attorney General Diego 
Valades said Thursday tliat 
Mario Aburto Martinez. 23. 
confessed to killing Mr. Col- 
osio. but Mr. Aburto would 
not comment when reporters 
asked about his motive. 

Aburto was transferred to a 
maximum security prison near 
Mexico City Thursday night. 


Remaining troops rescued 
from Malaysian mountain 


KO T A KINABALU. 
Malaysia (R) — A helicopter 
winched three soldiers to safe- 
ty from a deep gully on South 
East Asia's highest mountain 
Saturday, completing a drama- 
tic rescue of five soldiers lost 
for a month. 

The three — Major Roland 
Foster. 54. of Britain and Chen 
Wai Kcung. 24, and Cheung 
Yiu Keung, 52. non-commit 
sinned officers in Hong Kong’s 
Royal Logistic Corps — clam- 
bered out of the helicopter and 
checked into a local hospital. 

Two others — Lieutenant- 
Colonel Robert Neil. 46. of 
Britain and private Lam Wai 
Ki. 27. of Hons Konc — were 
hoisted out Friday before dark- 
ness fell. They were in a hos- 
pital in Kota Kinabulu, capital 
of Malaysia’s north Borneo 
state of Sabah, about 160 
kilometres from Mount Kina- 
balu. 

Foster told reporters on his 

wav inro the S.ihah 

Centre that he felt "very well”. 

Asked what was the worst 
part of the ordeal, he said: 
“Just the wait. I think. We 
played chess, talked about 
house extensions, we talked 
about lots of things." 

He said their rations were 
"gerting towards the end a bit. 
but we were okay." 

A doctor at the medical cen- 
tre said they were down to 
eating one biscuit a day for the 
last two to three davs before 
being rescued, but added they 
could have survived longer as 
they were near plenty of water. 

the Malaysian helicopter 
pilot who first spotted the five 
said they had been trapped 


between two waterfalls at the 
bottom of the gully at around 
1.800 metres lb.000 feet). 

“We spotted an S.O.S. sign 
made of stones on the bank of 
the Ponataran River and on 
closer inspection we saw the 
five, with two of them lying on 
the ground." Mohammad 
Izhar Haroun told reporters. 

The five soldiers were part 
of a 10- man team which started 
a training expedition on Mount 
Kinabalu on Feb. 22. 

The team split into two 
croups after reaching Mount 
Kinabalu 5 peak to begin a 
dangerous descent into .Low’s 
.Gully, which plunges from the 
peak to waterfalls and rapids. 

It was not immediately clear 
whv the group split up. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major sent a personal message 
of thanks to Malaysian coun- 
terpart Mahathir Mohammad 
for the efforts of Malaysian 
troops. 

An elite British air force 
team and hundreds of Malay- 
sian soldiers and park rangers 
had searched the mountain for 
the past three weeks, a week 
after the soldiers failed to re- 
turn on schedule from an 
adventure training expedition. 

Villagers near\he foothills 
had left food along trails the 
soldiers might take on their 
way out oTthe dense jungle. 

Diplomats and officials said 
Britain hoped the joint rescue 
effort could help warm ties 
between the two countries af- 
ter Kuala Lumpur retaliated 
against British 6rms over cor- 
ruption allegations in the Brit- 
ish press. 


Italy 

to elect 

a_new 

political 

class 


ROME (R) — Italy's 48.4 mil- 
lion voters pondered their op- 
tions Saturday after a night of 
fiery oratory and sporadic vio- 
lence as one of the bitterest 
election campaigns in the 
country's recent history came 
to an end. 

Police reported several 
minor incidents after Friday 
night's dosing rallies. 

In Milan a candidate for the 
federalist Northern League 
was attacked shortly before 
midnight by a gang wearing 
motorcycle helmets who club- 
bed him with baseball bats. 

Maurilio Frigerio, who is 
standing for the Senate (upper 
house), was taken to hospital 
with cuts and bruises but later 
allowed to go home, his party 
said. 

In Rome the ex-Communist 
Democratic Party of the Left 
(PDS) said a small firebomb 
exploded after being 
thrown at one of its local 
offices. 

A PDS spokesman also said 
several of its supporters had 
come under attack by right- 
wingers as they were pasting 
up election- posters Friday 
night. 

The attacks came shortly af- 
ter President Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro had appealed for Italians 
to pull together for the good of 
the country after the divisive 
campaign. 

In a speech ro Italy's success- 
ful Winter Olympic Games 
athletes he pointedly stressed 
the virtues of teamwork. 



The body of a man killed Friday night lies in the street in Bambhayi township in Durban after a 
massive ANC march Friday (AFP photo) 

S. African rightwingers declare 
Pretoria capital of -white homeland 


PRETORIA (AFP).— A de- 
pleted Afrikaner Volksfront 
(AVF) Saturday mustered ab- 
out 3.000 followers to proclaim 
Pretoria capital of a “Volk- 
staat", the separate white 
homeland South African right- 
wingers are demanding. 

With the neo-Nazi Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement (AWB) 
ordered to stay away and its 
founding members gone to the 
pro-election Freedom Front, * 
the remaining Conservative 
Party hardliners gathered to 
hear leader Ferdi Hartzenberg 
lament tbat it was "just us and 
the Zulu nation left to defend 
our freedom." 

“And we will not be re- 
sponsible for the chaos that is 
certain to erupt if we do not get 
what we want, a Volkstaat," 
be told the khaki-clad Afrikan- 
ers. “First it was Bophutbats- 
wana, then it was Ciskei, next 
it will be Kwazulu and then, 
my friends, it will be us." 

South Africa took over 
Bophuthatswana black home- 
land on March 13 after its ruler 
Lucas Mangope was toppled in 
a popular uprising; it moved 
into Ciskei last Wednesday af- 
ter military ruler Brigadier 
Oupa.Gqozo stepped down , in 
the face of a revolt by his 
security forces. 

In a hint that the same fate 
may befall Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi’s Kwazulu home- 
land. President F.W. De Klerk 
Thursday said he would send 
military reinforcements to the 
Zulu stronghold in the face of 
the Inkatba Freedom Party 


leader's virulent anti- 
democracy stance. 

In a bitter split over whether 
or not to contest South Africa’s 
first all-race election on April 
26-28, AVF founder Constand 
Viljoen abandoned Mr. Hart-, 
zenberg and formed the Free- 
dom Front. 

"It is just us and the Zulu 
nation that is still standing," 

. Mr. Hatzenberg said. "But we 

■ are much stronger than the rest 
and we will fight to the bitter 
end." 

■ The newly proclaimed Volk- 
staat capital of Pretoria was 

‘ named after Dutch settler 
Andries Pretorius, hero of the 
Battle of Blood River in Natal 
province where he and 470 
settlers routed a 12,500-strong 
Zulu army in a final confronta- 
tion in 1838 in a bid for 
domination in the province. 

Despite the absence of the 
unruly AWB, in disgrace for its 
unruly behaviour in 
Bophuthatswana where mem- 
bers tried to prop up Mr. Man- 
gope, rightwingers Saturday 
still targetted black journalists. 

Sooth African soldiers 
moved into a squatter setde- 
’ : inent south .of Durban Satur- 
^day after four people, includ- 
ing two toddlers, were shot 
dead in overnight clashes, wit- 
nesses and police said. 

Witnesses said more than 
half a dozen armoured vehicles 
helped restore order in Bham- 
bayi after a stand-off between 
groups supporting the African 
National Congress (ANC) and 
the rival Inkatha Freedom Par- 


ty- \ 

Police said four people in- 
cluding two toddleis had been 
shot dead in the impoverished 
settlement Friday night after 
about 100,000 ANC supporters 
marched through central Dur- 
ban calling for the freedom to 
vote in strife- tom Natal pro- 
vince. 

The children were believed 
to be from an Inkatha- 
sup porting family and at least 
one of the other victims was 
from the ANC, police said. 

Police and peace monitors 
expected factional violence to 
flare in townships around Dur- 
ban after the ANC march. 

Natal and the enclaves of the 
Kwazulu black homeland with- 
in the province, heartland for 
South Africa's nine million 
Zulus, have seen some of the 
worst political violence of the 
past four years of apartheid 
reform. About 15,000 people 
have been killed there. 

The ANC said the turnout 
for the- march was a ringing 
confirmation that Zulus 
wanted to participate in the 
April 26-28 elections, in which 
the country’s five-to-one black 
majority wfl] vote for die first 
time. • 

President De Klerk met Mr. ■ 
Buthelezi in Durban Saturday 
in a bid to convince him to 
allow electioneering for South 
Africa’s first all-race poll next 
month, a spokesman for the 
ruling National Party said. 

The spokesman .would not 
give further details of the pri- 
vate meeting. 


White House releases Clintons’ tax records 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House released tax re- 
cords aimed at painting Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton as a distant 
actor in the Whitewater affair, 
as a grand jury called another 
presidential aide to testify ab- 
out the Arkansas land deal._ 

White House Staff Secretary* 
John Podesia was subpoenaed 
Friday to testify in the inves- 
tigation of the Whitewater De- 
velopment Corp of Arkansas, 
which the Clintons once co- 
owned. 

One source familiar with the 
Clinton's tax records was at 
pains Friday to distance the 


Gintons from the inner work- 
ings of. Whitewater; 

"The Gintons.tfjd not man- 
age the venture they did not 
operate it. They didn't have, 
keep its books and records. 
They didn't have ready access * 
to it," the source told reporters, 
at the White House, speaking' 
on condition he not be named. 

“They paid their interest as 
they were requested to do,” the 
source said. 

The Clintons have consis- 
tently said they lost money on 
the deal and paid proper in- 
terest on loans tied to it. 

Mr. Podesta is the 12th Gin- 


'.fon administration official to 
be called to testify in the 
probe. 

The subpoena was 
announced just hours after' the 
White House- released tax re- 
turns for Mr. Clinton 1 and his 
wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, - 
for the years 1977 through 1 
1979, as well as a year-by-year 
list of the GintorFs payments 
to Whitewater. 

The documents said the 
Gintons’ Whitewater interest 
payments totalled S46.635 over 
12 years — S22,000 less than 
the 69,000 in Whitewater los- 
ses that Mr. Clinton had earlier 
estimated. 


Nixon warns against writing off Yeltsin 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Former U.S. President 
Richard Nixon cautioned 
against writing off Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin be- 
cause of his increasingly erratic 
behaviour, saying he remains 
the best guarantor of Russian 
democracy. 

Mr. Nixon, writing of his 
recent trip to Russia in the 
New York Times, noted an 
onset of pessimism and anti- 
American sentiment there Mid 
said "Russia's political scene 
can only be described as chao- 
tic." 

“President Yeltsin has lost 
much of the mystique from his 
historic role in the destruction 
of Soviet communism. He may 
be finding that history is 
against him. Over the centur- 
ies, revolutionary leaders have 
not been good nation- 
builders," Mr. Nixon wrote. 

"But it would be premature 
to write Mr. Yeltsin off be- 
cause of his frequent absences 
from Moscow and his in- 
creasingly erractic conduct," 
he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, he said, “is still 
the country's most popular 
politician — the best guarantor 
of Russian democracy and sta- 
bility until his term expires in 
1996." 

"The U.S. should treat him 
with respect and work closely 
with him." Mr. Nixon advised. 

Mr. Nixon, who returned 
from Russia a week ago. also 
gave high marks to the new 
generation of Russian leaders, 
particularly economist Grigory 


Yavlinky, Nationalities Minis- 
ter Sergei Shakhrai, and Eco- 
nomics Minister Alexander 
Shokhin. 

The former U.S. president, 
who was snubbed by Mr. Yelt- 
sin for meeting with hardline 
opposition leaders, described 
ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zherinovsky as a “ruthless, 
shrewd, demagogue" but said 
he would not be elected presi- 
dent. 

"He lacks the presence and 
conviction to lead a great na- 
tion,” said Mr. Nixon. “For 
Hitler. anti-Semitism was a 
faith; for Mr. Zherinovsky it is 
a tactic; a cynical attempt to 
exploit popular bases," he 
added. 

Mr. Nixon referred to the 
“sea change in Russia’s foreign 
policy" as the most disturbing 
development since the Decem- 
ber elections in Russia. 

Observing that Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev’s 
rhetoric has shifted 180 de- 
grees, he said the emphasis on 
a renewed Russian superpower 
role was a reaction to the 
December elections, in which 
ultra-nationalists made a 
strong showing. 

On the issue of NATO's 
enlargement to include East- 
ern European countries, Mr. 
Nixon said. “Russia must not 
be given a veto over a NATO 
decision to expand." 

Mr. Nixon also attached spe- 
cial importance to the inde- 
pendence of Ukraine, warning 
that "a Russian-Ukrainian 
confrontation would make 


Bosnia jook like a Sunday 
school picnic." 

“Moscow should be made to 
understand that any attempt to 
destabilise Ukraine — to say 
nothing to outright aggression 
— ■ would have devastating con- 
sequences for the Russian- 
American relationship," he 
-wrote. 

Meanwhile, President Yelt- 
sin said in a newspaper inter- 
view pulbished Saturday that 
close cooperation among for- 
mer Soviet republics should 
not be reached at Russia’s ex- 
pense. 

Mr. Yeltsin told the daily 
Izvestia that the defunct Soviet 
Union was far from perfect — 
because it had given too many 
privileges ro non- Russ fan re- 
publics. 

“They start to forget that 
today's independent states 
were long known as an under- 
developed hinterland'," Mr. 
Yeltsin said. “We were even 
proud that they were so quick 
to get to the point when they 
could nearly overtake Russia." 

“No-one mentioned at 
whose expense, though." 

Mr. Yeltsin's decision in De- 
cember 1991 to form the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
Stares (CIS) with Russia's Slav 
neighbours Ukraine and Be- 
larus led directly to the disin- 
■ tegration of the Soviet Union. 

Of the 15 former Soviet re- 
publics. all excepr the three 
Baltic states are in the CIS but 
many of Mr. Yeltsin’s domestic 
opponents want to return ro a 
single state under Russian 


fears that 
nationalists 


leadership. 

The republics' 
hardline Russian 
or Communists would try to 
revive a post-Soviet empire 
were fanned by December 
election results. The poll gave 
empire-builders at both ends of 
the political spectrum a major- 
ity in parliament. 

Even once-liberal main-' 
stream politicians have since 
begun copying the hardliners' 
agendas and seeking a more 
assertive policy to Russia's 
neighbours. 

“Russia diluted itself in the 
Soviet Union at its own ex- 
pense,” Mr. Yeltsin said. “I 
am sure such a model has 
exhausted its resources and no 
return to it is possible." 

But Mr. Yeltsin, who was 
interviewed by telephone by 
Izvestia during a holiday by the * 
Black Sea, said that he did 
favour closer cooperation be- 
tween the countries which 
emerged after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

Asked whether Russia 
wanted a stronger alliance of 
former Soviet states, he 
answered: 

“I want the question to be 
put another way: Is the com- 
plete disintegration of the for- 
mer^ Soviet Union possible at 

• impossible, because it 
would lead to a sharp drop in 
survival chances for everv . 

he addeZ 

We should find an optimal 
j»mkss... form of joint 


Hong Kong firm 
to build world’s 
tallest building 

HONG KONG (AP) — A 
Hong Kong property firm 
plans to build the world's tal- 
lest building as a sign of confi- 
dence in the colony's future 
after China resumes sovereign- 
ty in 1997, the firm’s chairman 
said Saturday. Nina Wang, 
head of Gunachem Group, 
said the 1,544-foot (468-metre) 
office building to be completed 
in 1998 would be named “Nina 
Tower” after her. Work on the 
skyscraper, which will cost ab- 
out 10 billion Hong Kong dol- 
lars ($1.28 billion), has already 
begun close to Hong Kong’s 
new airport planned for com- 
pletion around 1997. “Anyone - 
■ coming in and out of Hong 
Kong; will sec it," Ms. Wang 
said in an interview; The build- 
ing will eclipse the 1,454-foot 
(436 metre) Sears Tower in 
Chicago, currently the world's 
tallest building. It will also 
surpass the planned 1,508-foot 
(457-metre) Chongqing Tower 
in Chongqing, southwest Chi- 
na, and the 1,485-footi.j (450- 
metre) Petronas Tower under 
construction in Kuala Lumpur, 
the company said. 

Early Turner 
paintings turn up 
in British attic .. 

LONDON (R) — Two early 
watercolours depicting 
Stonehenge and die Pyramids 
by 19th century British painter 
J.M.W. Turner have turned up 
. after lying for years in an attic, 

‘ the Duly Telegraph reported 
Saturday. The pictures, to be 
auctioned in London in May, 
were painted in 1822 for one of 
Turner's most important pat- 
rons, amateur, antiquarian 
Walter Fawkes', Fawkes was a 
descendant of Guy Fawkes 
who tried to- blow up parlia- 
ment in the failed “gunpowder 
plot” on Nov. 5, 1605. 
Although creased down the 
. centre and highly inaccurate, 
the pictures are very detailed, 
the Daily Telegraph said. “If s 
quite funny really. Turner 
amply rearranged reality to 
suit Ins needs. He had never 
been to Egypt," said Nigel 
Kirk of auctioneers MeDors 
and Kirk in Nottingham, 
northern England. He said an 
elderly woman brought the 
watercolours to him last year. 
Her family had acquired them 
in 1940 arid records show they 
were last sold in 1890. “They 
are absolutely genuine and 
have value as curiosities,’’ ’ said 
Ian Warrell of London's Tate 
Gallery that owns most of Tur- 
ner’s work. The pictures are 
expected to fetch tens of 
thousands of sterling when 
they are auctioned on May 26. 

Police impound 
cyclist’s wheels 

COLOMBUS, Ohio (AFP) — 

A 30-year-old cyclist found 
himself without wheels when 
police decided he was drunk 
and confiscated his bicycle 
under a new state Taw. Ronald 
Beuchert, who has already 
been convicted three times for 
drunken driving, lost control of 
bis bicyle as he rode to an 
alcoholics anonymous meeting 
and swerved into an oncom- 
ming car. He refused to take a 
sobriety test and police 
charged him with drunken 
driving and impounded his 
bike. Under the new law cyc- 
lists are considered the same as 
motorists. Mr. Beuchert got 
his bike back in time to ride to 
court on Monday. 

Tyson fails test 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — For- 
mer heavyweight boxing 
champ Mike Tyson has re- 
ceived some bad news going 
mto his third Year in jail: He 
Med a test that woold have woo 
ban a high school diploma and 
shaved tune off his sentence. 
PhflSJavens, assistant director 

You * Centre, 
said Fnday that Tyson will get 
another chance to try the test 
m three months. More than a 
*pIoma^ ai stake. If he passes 

could get three 
months cut from his prison 
sentence when the date forhis 

nmv S oni, d * year from 
JJ??* remain in school 

and work on the areas in which 

saidTyson got the bad 
news Thursday. It was two 
years ago Saturday that Tyson 

victea Of rape. Bv some 

aaounfain the time te 
has become an introspective 

cejebrjty who 

SwSjSrtsr 

another appeal 


s 


l 


K 

fe 

;>■ 

ft* 

l k 

OBv 

*5 

H 


ffe 

■■a 

ifc 

2ft. 


Sports 

Dominique returns to 
M^nta to beat Hawks 


ATLANTA (R) - Revenge 
was sweet for Dominique Wil- 
kins Friday . 

Wilkins, star forward for the 
Hawks for his entire career 
before being dealt to the lowly 
. Cuppers last month, returned 

to Atlanta for the first time and 

poured in 36 points to lead Los 
Angeles to a 97-94 victory over 
his former club. 

Known as “the human high- 
light film" for his daaahng 
moves, Wilkins scored 10 of bis 
36 in the fourth quarter, in- 
cluding the basket that gave 
the Clippers the lead for good 
at 93-92. 5 

Wilkins, upset at being 
traded from serious contenders 
for whom he had starred for 
years to the struggling dip- 
pers, also had 10 rebounds 
despite playing with the flu. 
A The loss dropped Atlanta 
mto second place in the East- 
ern Conference playoff race, 
one game behind New York. 

At Indiana, Patrick Ewing 
had 25 points and 15 rebounds 
to lead the streaking New York 
Knicks to their 12th win in a 
row as they edged the Pacers 
85-82. 

The Knicks, who claimed 
sole possession of first place in 
the Eastern Conference, are in 
the midst of their second 
longest winning streak in club 
history, surpassed only by an 
18-game streak during their 
1969-70 championship season. 

A three-pointer by Reggie 
Miller pulled Indiana to within 
one at 83-82 with 16 seconds 
left. 

The Knicks held on as 
Anthony Mason sank two foul 
shots and Byron Scott missed a 
three-pointer for Indiana in the 
dosing seconds. 

At New Jersey, the Nets 
ended a 12-game losing streak 
against Chicago by crushing 
the Bulls 110-87. 


Johny Newman had 22 
points and the Nets on [scored- 
Chicago from the foul line 34- 
12 as New Jersey posted its 
first victory over the NBA 
champions m more than three 
years. 

In Philadelphia, John Wil- 
liams scored 16 of his 18 points 
in the first half as the Cleve- 
land Cavaliers rolled over the 
slumping 76ers 105-88. 

Cleveland opened a 19-point 
halftime lead and widened it to 
75-44 with 5:05 left in the third 
quarter. The Sixers got no clos- 
er than 13 points in losing their 
ninth straight home game. 

The Cavs have defeated the 
76ers 13 consecutive times. 

At Detroit, Larry Johnson, 
Frank Brickowsld and Muggsy' 
Bogues scored 18 points apiece 
to lead the Charlotte Hornets 
to a 106-92 victory over the 
Pistons. 

The Hornets led by 15 points 
at halftime and opened a 24- 
point advantage late in the 
third quarter. 

Isiah Thomas scored 19 
points and Lindsey Hunter 
added 15 for the Pistons, who 
are 0-3 against Charlotte this 
season. 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 27 points and John 
Stockton added 24 points and 
14 assists as the Jazz snapped a 
five-game losing streak with a 
103-96 victory over the Mil- 
waukee Bucks. 

In Phoenix, Dan Majerle 
and Kevin Johnson scored six 
points each in a late 13-2 run as 
the Suns escaped with a 99-94 
victory over the Dallas Maver- 
icks. 

In Portland, Clyde Drexler 
scored 23 points and Harvey 
Grant scored six during an 
early 17-4 run that lifted the 
Trail Blazers to a 100-91 vic- 
tory over the Sacramento 
Kings. 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WVTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
C TnJjun, Um« ShvOs, Inc 


ITT?.' 


NONE BUT 

Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

*£94. ?c 

— #-A-J 9 6 • 

0 72 

* K Q J 10 

WEST BAST 

*J8 *78 

Q 8 4 9KI0 2 

0 Q J 10 9 5 0 A 8 4 3 

* A 7 5 *9632 

SOUTH 

* A Q 10 6 5 2 
753 

OK 6 
*84 
Tin bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 3 * Paas 

4 * Pass Pass PtfW 

Opening lead: Queen of $ 

The key to moat hands is count- 
ing. When you find that, given time, 
declarer nicks to make 

the contract, desperate measures 
might be called for to snatch victory. 

Because of the weak doubleton. 
North should not hesitate raising 
partner's spades with only three- 
card support. South's hand revalued 
to near opening-bid strength, so the 
invitational three-spado bid was 
fully warranted. North's boost to 


THE BRAVE 

W MM HuiplDfltlfi 

West led the queen of Ai»mmuia 
. and East rose with the ace— after 
afl, ..kings have been known to be 
singleton. When the monarch did 
not appear, it was time to review the 
situation. 

Obviously, there were no more di- 
amond tricks due the defenders and, 
st most, one chib trick. If West held 
the ace of dubs, then declarer, in 
addi t ion to the king of diamonds, 
certainly had to have the ace-queen 
Of spades or queen-jack of spades 
and queen of hearts to make a game 
try. What's the best ch a n c e for tha 
defense to emerge triumphant? 

When a defender needs to End 
tricks, it is usually right to play part- 
ner for the weakest holding that will 
produce those tricks. That combina- 
tion was the queen of hearts and ace 
of dobs. Since declarer would be 
able to in, discards on dubs once 
the ace was forced out. it was vital to 
attack hearts immedia tely. 

Matching the deed to the 
thought. East shifted to a low heart 
into dummy’s strength. Declarer 
captured West's queen with the ace, 
drew tznmps and started on dubs, 
but West hopped up with the ace to 
return a heart. That netted the de- 
fenders two heart tricks and a one- 
trick set 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of 2 bedrooms and accessories, with 
independent central heating & telephone. 

Located near Region Hotel. 

Please call 671860 


YOUNG MAN or WOMAN 

REQUIRED AN AGGRESSIVE, PRESENTABLE 
PERSON, FLUENT IN ENGLISH, READING AND 
WRITING, TO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING A NEW 
BUSINESS. 

Degree in not important . 

Successful Candidate can secu re a gr eat future . 
Being able to use the COMPUTER will be a 
great advantage . 

having OWN TRANSPORTATION will be an 
other advantage . 

AGE : preferably between 25 - 35. 
SALARY will be determined according to qual- 
ifications and will be agreed upon . 

Call 699741 or 699742 for appointmenL 


Jordan soccer championship 
brings lots of surprises 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Spcdal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With only four 
weeks left in the first division 
soccer championship, the 18th 
week of the tournament pro- 
vided fans with a series of 
surprising results that might 
well determine the fate of the 
12 team competition. 

Although the top three posi- 
tions remained unchanged, the 
last four teams are now un- 
doubtedly in an unenviable 
position. With four matches 
each against top teams, A1 
Jazireh and Fuheis will have to 
score some wins and hope that 
Al Arabi and AI Baqaa lose so 
that they can maintain iheir 
spots among first division 
teams. Meanwhile, Sahab and 
,A1 Yarmouk in 11th and 12th 
place are very dose to relega- 
tion and will have some tough 
opponents in Al Abli and Al 
Hussein in upcoming matches. 

During the past week, Al 
Baqaa delighed their fans by 
scoring an unexpected 2-0 win 
over Al Hussein. Al Baqaa's 
players were reportedly 
awarded JD 1000 by the club 
and promised of similar 
bonuses if they scored more, 
wins. 

With the victory, Al Baqaa 
remained in 7th place, while Al 
Hussein are fourth. 

Titleholders Al Faisali again 
failed to give their fans some- 
thing to cheer about when they 
were held to a 1-1 draw with 
9th placed Al Jazireh. 

Although Al Faisali have 
almost clinched the title, their 
fans and coaching staff must 
surely be very upset after their 


News 
in Brief 

Castillejo stops 
challenger in 3rd 
round 

CORDOBA, Spain (R) — 
Javier Castillejo of Spain re- 
tained his European light- 
middleweight title Saturday af- 
ter compatriot Valentino Man- 
ca retired at the end of the 
third round after taking two 
counts. Tins was Castillejo’* 
second title defence which he 
won by defeating Frenchman. 
Bernard Razzano in January. 

Cambridge win 
boat race 

LONDON (AFP) — Cam- 
bridge University won the boat 
race for the second successive 
year here Saturday when they 
crashed Oxford University in 
the 140th contest. Cambridge, 
fielding one of their strongest 
crews for years including two 
world championship gold 
medallists in Germans Peter 
Hoeltzenbein and Thorsten 
Streppelhoff, lived up to their 
tag as favourites with a domi- 
nant performance. 
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results during the past two 
weeks, especially their 1-0 de- 
feat to Al Hussein —their first 
loss of the season. 

Al Ahli remained in 3rd 
place after crushing last placed 
i Al Yarmouk 5-0. The win was 
an important one for Al Ahli 
who last week surprisingly lost 
2-1 to Al Jazireh and were held 
to a goalless draw with Al 
Baqaa. 

Al Yarmouk seemed help- 
less as Al Ahli carried out an 
all out attack from the outset 
of the match held at Al Mafraq 
Stadium. 

Strikers Amer Wali, Imad 
Fataftah and Nart Yadaj 
scored for Al Ahli in the 18tb, 
31st and 42nd minutes ending 
the first half with a comman- 
ding 3-0 lead. 

Khalil Fatafiab took advan- 
tage of a fragmented defence 
and netted in the fourth goal in 
the 65th minute. 

Wali was assisted by Husain 
Hammash in scoring his second 
and Al Ahli’s fifth goal in the 
88th minute while A3 Yarmouk 
lost two scoring chances. 

In another match, Al Fuheis 
overcame Sahab 2-1 but re- 
mained in 10th place while 
Sahab's overall points were 
frozen at 17 and thus stayed in 
11th- place. 

Sahab seemed to have the 
upper hand throughout the 
first half and closely guarded 
Fuheis strikers Wa’ed Suweis 
and Khader Mubarak. 

Suweis' efforts paid off as he 
scored his first goal from a 
header in the 70th minute and 
then stunned Sahab when be 
added another goal in the 81st 
minute. 

Two minutes later, Sahab's 
ace Mohammad Al Ashhab 
was tackled and Mohammad 
Huneiti scored from a penalty 
shot ending the match with an 
important win for Al Fuheis. 

Al Ram tha dropped from 
4th to 6th place after their 3-1 
frill to former champions Al 
Wihdat. 

As both teams went on an 
early offensive trying to score 
in the first half, Al Ramtha’s 
Mouaffaq Abu Hdeib was 
tackled in the box warranting a 
penalty shot which was dis- 


puted by Al Wihdat’s officials, 
and bench before it was suc- 
cessfully executed by Khaled 
Al Aqqouri in the 31st minute. 

As Al Wihdat repeatedly 
tried to score the equaliser, 
they were infuriated when the 
referee awarded Al Ramtha 
another penalty shot. 

However, goalie Naser Al 
Ghandour averted another 
goal when he successfully 
blocked Abu Hdeib’s second 
cry. 

Al Wihdat began their scor- 
ing spree late in the second half 
and managed to score three 
goals within seven minutes to 
maintain second place for now. 

The most goals were scored 
in the Qadissieh-Arabi match 
which ended 3-3 enabling Al 
Qadissieh to maintain their un- 
beaten record during the 
second leg of the competition. 
They thus moved from 6th to 
5th place, while Al Arabi re- 
mained in 8th place. 

Al Arabi played one of their 
best matches early in the first 
half when repeated attacks 
finally paid off as Raed Aziz 
opened scoring in the fifth mi- 
nute. However, Al Qadissieh’s 
Ra’ed Al Momani equalised 
six minutes later. 

Al Arabi’s striker Ayman Al 
Omari and Mohammad Alaw- 
neh scored two minutes apart 
to give their team a 3-1 lead 
before Al Qadissieh's Mustafa 
Adam scored his team’s second 
goal from a penalty in the 40tb- 
minute ending the first half 3-2 
lor Al Arabi. 

* Al Qadissieh took control of 
the second half and managed 
to equalise by Tha’ei Ibrahim 
in the 75th minute. 

Al Arabi’s brilliant striker 
Al Omari lost the chance to 
give his team the win when a 
definite chance was blocked by 
Al Qadissieh's veteran goalie 
Khaled Abdul Fatah. 

In the upcoming 19th week 
of the competition, Al Fuheis 
take on Al Wihdat, Al Qadis- 
sieh meet Ai Jazireh, Al Ahli 
face Sahab, Al Ramtha meet 
Al Arabi, Al Faisali play Al 
Baqaa, Al Yarmouk take on 
Al Hussein, and Al Jazireh 
meet Al Hussein in a post- 
poned match. . 


STANDINGS AFTER 18th WEEK 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

GD L 


GA 

Pts 

Fafcafi 

18 

13 

2 

2 

1 

39 


45 

TOMat 

18 

8 

4 

2 

4 

S.lB 

16 

34 

AM 

18 

8 

4 

1 

5 

28 

17 

33 

Basse® 

17 

7 

4 

2 

4 

23 

15 

31 


18 

6 

5 

3 

4 

27 


31 

Ramtha 

18 

8 

2 

1 

7 

29 

24 

29 

Baqaa 

18 

7 • 

2 

2 

7 

18 

25 

27 

Arab! 

18 

4 

6 

— 

8 

23 

35 

24 

Jnfrtfc 

17 

3 

7 

— 

7 

20 

23 

23 

Fuftas 

18 

6 

1 

1 

HI 

16 

■LiB; 

21 

Sahab 

18 

3 

3 

2 

O 

16 

26 

17 

Yarmoak 

18 

5 

— 

2 

ii 

18 

36 

17 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
ABDOUN FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, telephone, 
partial air conditioning, fully equipped kitchen 
with dishwasher and washing machine. 

For inquiries please call 862015 


ACCQDNTANT WANTED 

We are a French consortium looking for an 
accountant to work in the team of our construction 
project in Aqaba, who 

t. has a university degree in Business Adminis- 
tration accounting 

2. has a minimum of five years of experience in a 
similar position with a foreign company 

3. is fluent in English language (French would be 
an asset) 

4. has experience in using IBM compatible com- 
puters with spreadsheet softwares 

5. is able to work with minimum supervision and 
ready to work under pressure 

6. is presentable and has a strong personality 
Interested candidates should send an application 
letter with a CV and a recent photo, before April 
10th 1994, to: 

Bouygues 

P.O. Box 1669 — Aqaba-Jordan 
Fax No 007 (3) 317116 
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Sato wins women’s World 

m W 

Figure Skating Championship 


CHIBA. Japan (AP) — With 
almost flawless precision. 
Japan's Yuka Sato won the 
women's World Figure Skating 
Championship Saturday. 

It was the first major inter- 
national vicioiy for Sato, who 
used her trademark footwork 
and hit all of her jumps to 
skate by Surya Bonaly of 
France, who took the silver 
medal. 

Finishing third was Ger- 
many’s Tanja Szewczenko. 

Sato is the first Japanese to 
win a world figure skating 
championship since Midori Ito 
won in 1989, and her perform- 
ance was welcomed by the 
Japanese crowd with a rain of 
bouquets and thunderous ap- 
plause. 

For Bonaly. who cried and 
took off her medal as she stood 
on the winners’ stand, it was a 
bitter loss. 

Sato's victory Saturday was 
by a close margin. Her scores 
ranged from 5.7 to 5.9, while 
Bonaly’s were from 5.5 to 5.9. 

Five of the nine judges 
scored Sato as first, compared 
with four for Bonaly. One 
judge, however, had Bonaly at 
third after Szewczenko. 

Bonaly, who was also 
runner-up in last year's world 
championships, finished a very 
close second in the shorter 
technical programme to Sato 
Friday. Each won four first- 
place votes.' 

Both landed clean triple 
lutz-double toe loop combina- 
tions in the technicals, promp- 
ting Bonaly's coach. Alain 
Giletci. to suggest Bonaly 
might try a quadruple — four 
in-air revolutions — to get the 
edge in Saturday's free prog- 
ramme. 

No woman has ever landed a 
quad successfully in competi- 
tion. On Saturday, Bonaly did 
not try. though she did hit a 
triple flip-triple toe combina- 
tion. 

She touched her hand to the 
ice after a triple loop late in her 
routine, however, that cost her 
points. 




Yalta Sato of Japan (AFP photo) 

This year’s women’s cham- 
pionship was contested without 
any of the medal winners from 
the Olympics. 

Liilehammer gold medallist 
Oksana Baiul of Ukraine did 
not compete because she in- 
jured her leg in practice at the 
Olympics, and silver medallist 
Nancy Kerrigan of the United 
States stayed home resting. 

The only Liilehammer 
medallist who made it to 
Japan, bronze winner Chen Lu 
of China, pulled out Thursday 
after announcing she had 


aggravated a stress fracture in 
her right foci. 

All the no-shows made the 
women's event ripe for skaters 
like Sato and Bonaly, who had 
yet to win a world cham- 
pionship title or an Olympic 
medal. 

Bonaly, who defeated 1993 
world champion Baiul for her 
fourth European cham- 
pionship just two months ago, 
finished a disappointing fourth 
at liilehammer after making' 
several mistakes in her free, 
programme. 


U.S. take Davis Cup lead over India 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
The United States, beaten in 
the first round of the Davis 
Cup in 1993, overcame their 
first hurdle of this year’s com- 
petition when Patrick McEn- 
roe and Richey Reneberg won 
a tight doubles against India's 
Leander Paes and Gaurav 
Natekar. Their 7-6 6-4 2-6 7-6 
victoiy gave the Americans a 
winning 3-0 lead in the world 
group first round tie Saturday. 
But it could have been a diffe- 
rent storey had the young Indi- 
an pair not crumpled at crucial 
moments in the opening two 
sets. 


Spurred on by a noisy 
crowd. Paes and Natekar came 
good in the third set as the 
debutant Natekar scarcely put 
a foot wrong. 

The fourth set had the Delhi 
stadium rocking as game after 
game went to deuce. Paes, the 
more spectacular but erratic of 
the Indian pair, looked set to 
crack in the ninth game as the 
Americans held successive 
break points. 

Natekar pulled him out of 
trouble with two scintillating 
volleys and the game went to a 
tie-break. In the end it was 
Natekar who made the vital 


error, failing to get to a 
slashing backhand cross-court 
service return from Reneberg 
to give the Americans the only 
break they needed. 

In Colombo, Sir Lanka took 
an unassailable 3-0 lead by- 
winning the doubles against 
Saudi Arabia on the second, 
day of their Davis Cup relega- 
tion tie in the Asia-Oceania 
Zone group 11 Saturday. 

Sri Lanka's Jayantha Wi-. 
jeyesekera and Rohan de Silva 
combined well to overcome the 
Saudi pair to Zulfikar Ahmad 
■ and Tawfiq Ibrahim, 7-5, 6-3, 
6-2. 


AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS 

NEEDED 

An American consulting firm, in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Agriculture/National Center for Agricultural Research and Technology 
Transfer will be conducting an Impact Assessment and Final Evaluation 
of the National Agricultural Development Project and is seeking 
expressions of interest from individuals (preferably Ph.D in agriculture or 
related discipline) who are senior professionals with extensive experi- 
ence in the following area/s of technical expertise: 

- Institution-Building and Management 

Applicants must be familiar with and experienced in Jordan’s Agriculture and the 
Agencies and Institutions serving agriculture. 

-Applied Research and Technology Transfer 

Applicants must have knowledge about Jordan's agriculture research history and 
have experience in implementing and evaluating agricultural research and extension 
projects. 

-Agricultural Economics 

Applicants must be experienced in economic aspects of agricultural development 
projects within Jordan and/or the region. Experience with institutional building is also 
preferred. 

Services will be required on a part-time basis for a period ranging between 30-60 days 
starting around mid-April, 1994. 

Interested individuals should have excellent writing skills in English and Arabic and 
should have experience in working with an international team of professionals. 
Interested parties are requested to submit their current CVs in Engfish to title foBowiag 

address: 

Technical Assistance and Services Office (TASO) 

National Center for Agricultural Research and 
Technology Transfer, P.O.Box 283, Baqa' - Jordan. 

CVs must be delivered by 14:00 hours on Wednesday, 6th April, 1994. 




A 

Y 


Cinema „ Tel.: ©4144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

* 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 10:30 

Holly Floria & Alicia Anne 
in 

BIKINI ISLAND 

Shows: 12*0. 3:15. 5. 630. &J0. 10:30 

CONCORD “T 
DEMOLITION MAN 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1G.-T0 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
ACCIDENTAL HERO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:4$, 6:00, 8:15, 10:15 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden X Forbidden 

j 

Watch for the surprise — 
The next play.... 

Since the actors are abroad the theatre 
is dosed 

It will re-open on April 6, 1994 for two 
weeks in the last performances of: 

“Arab Summit Conference” 


.' . * 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arabs appeal for Yemeni reconciliation 


CAIRO (R) — Arab foreign ministers, in an unusual 
intervention in an internal conflict in a member state, called on 
Yemeni leaders on Saturday to settle their differences and 
hold die country together. Yemeni northern and southern 
politicians, led by President Ali Abdullah Saleh in the north' 
and Vice President Ali Salem A1 Beidh. have been at odds 
since last year over the course of the unification process which 
began in 1990. The Arab League council of monsters, meeting 
in Cairo for a regular six-monthly session, said in a statement: 
“The council affirms its extreme concern and anxiety at the 
developments urges way in the Yemeni arena and under' 
Yemeni political leaders to double their efforts to solve the] 
disputes in a way which would reinforce unity. The council : 
considers unity in Yemen a national gain and a pan- Arab 
achievement which should be preserved and supported.” The 
Arab League usually refrains from commenting on the internal 
affairs of member states. 


U.N. inspector: Iraq trip successful 


BAGHDAD (R) — A U.N. chemical inspection team left 
Baghdad on Saturday saying it had successfully completed its 
monitoring mission at a site where prohibited deadly gases had 
been destroyed. “The purpose was to obtain environmental 
samples, nir samples. We've completed our work, the mission 
was successful,” team leader Gerald Brubaker said before 
leaving Baghdad. “We took samples at different locations 
around the Murhanna site. It was a pan of long-term 
monitoring under (U.N.) Resolution 715,” he tokl reporters. 


Militants not a threat to Mubarak — Rabin 


TEL AVIV (R) — Muslim militants are unlikely to overthrow 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and turn the country into 
an Iranian -style Islamic republic, Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said Saturday. “I believe in the stability of 
President Mubarak's regime, which benefits from the support 


of the large majority of die Egyptian people faced with Islamic 
extremists,” Mr. Rabin told Israeli radio. 


‘I do not think 
Egypt is in danger of becoming another Iran with a Muslins 
extremist regime,” Mr. Rabain said, adding that be was 
“sure” Egypt would continue to play an active role in the 
Arab-Isracli peace process. Mr. Rabin said he spoke to Mr. 
Mubarak by tele phone Friday, the 15th anniversary of the 
Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty (see page 2). “I thanked Presi- 
dent Mubarak for these 15 years of peace and he said the 
treaty was a perfect example of the way peace can be built. He 
also said be hoped other Arab countries would successfully 
follow the same path,” Mr. Rabin said. 


Iraq will only give Kurds autonomy 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The government of President Saddam 
Hussein has ruled out extending self-rule to Iraqi Kurds 
beyond the autonomy they have already been granted, Iraqi 
Parliamentary Speaker Mabdi Saleh said Friday. Kurds were 
given autonomy in three northern provinces in 1970, be said in 
an interview on the Arabic service of Radio Monte-Carkj. 
Iraqi Kurds enjoyed the right to autonomy earlier than Kurds 
living in Turkey, Syria and Iran, he added. He also denied 
reports of confrontations in the Iraqi south, said to be 
organised by Sbi'ite rebels. “The situation in the south is like 
in Baghdad, security is total," be said. 


India likely toiry 14 for Kashmir massacre 

NEW DELHI (A!FP) — Th^b&&' ; goveniiiient is fikely to 


court martial 14 officers and soldiers for lolling at least 31 
unarmed Muslims last October i n the northern state of 
Kashmir, the Press Trust of India (PIT) said Saturday. The 
federal home ministry was contemjkoting the action against 
four officers and 10 lower-rank troops of the Bonier Security 
Force (BSF) for the Oct. 22 massacre in Kashmir's Bijebehara 
town, PT1 quoted BSF officials as saying. More than 100 
people were shot by soldiers of the paramilitary force, which 
opened fire on a crowd of 3,000 protesters on a street. The 
official death toll was 31, but survivors say 42 died and many 
were maimed and wounded. 


Egyptians in Denmark suspects in U.S. 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Two Egyptians are bang held in 
Denmark on suspicion of having links with the conspiracy 
behind the 1993 World Trade Centre bombing in New York 
and a related bomb pkx case, a Danish newspaper reported on 
Saturday. Provincial daily Aarhus Stiftstidende said the two 
asylum seekers had been in custody for four months in 
Aarhus, the main town on the Jutland peninsula, while Danish 
security police and the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
secretly investigated their possible involvement in the plots. 
Danish security police were unavailable for comment on the 
report. The two men, who were not named but were said to be 
30 and 36 years old respectively, were under suspicion mainly 
because a fingerprint from one of them matched a print found 
during U.S. police investigations of suspected Arab guerrillas 
in New York. 


Bhutto exonerated in power abuse case 


LAHORE (AFP) — Pakistani Premier Benazir Bhutto was 
cleared Saturday by a special court in a fourth case involving 
charges of abuse of power during her previous term in office. 
The one-judge court headed by Justice Munir Sheikh of the 
Lahore high court ruled the charge that Ms. Bhutto misused 
three air force planes for political purposes in 1989 had no 
substance, court sources said. The cases were filed against Ms. 
Bhutto by the then-Prcsidem Ghularo Ishaq Khan after 
sacking her government in August 1990. 


OPEC freezes quotas until year-end 


GENEVA (R) — The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) decided in Geneva on Saturday to freeze 
production quotas until the end of 1994 in a bid to revive 
depressed world oil prices. Some of the 12 members of the 
organisation had wanted to cut output but found Saudi 
Arabia, the biggest exporter, reluctant to cede market share. 
Iran, the Saudis' traditional Gulf rival and an oil price 
“hawk," called the decision “unfortunate.” The agreement 
extending an output freeze beyond what markets had original- 
ly expected seems designed to the achieve a gradual recovery 
of world oil prices. 


Yemen parliament urges end to crisis 



Saturday 
te. Sheikh 

,„ v „ J parliament the leaden 

had failed to implement a reconciliation accord signed in 
Jordan last month to end the crisis which has paralysed the 
government since July and pushed Yemen towards partition. 

Uiir. ..4 nil a.., n.nnl. Kul rkniiaht rhit fhi“ cionifia rtf fhrt 


s Wc and all our people... bad thought that the signing of the 

i of the crisis, but more than a 


accord would end all the signs 

month later nothing has been implemented,” Sheikh Ahmar 
said. 


German town protests synagogue attack 


LUEBECK, Germany (R) — More than 4.000 people 
protested on Saturday in the northern port city of Luebeck 
asainst the first fire-bombing of a synagogue m Germany since 
* ’ * observed a 


the dark days of *e third Reich. The city 
five-minute silence just before noon to reflect on the Molotov 
mrktail attack by suspected neo-Nazis in the early horns of 
Frida? that left Luebeck;* synagogue iduirred and n ony 
77-strone Jewish community deep in shock. Cara polled to a 
stop 10 bridges were closed off and many people stopped 
whatever they were doing m a gesture entitled aatyhokfaits 

breath-" 


Jordan expects Paris Club talks in May 


By P.V. Yivekazumd 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan expects to 
hold debt rescheduling talks 
with the Paris Club of creditor 
governments in early May after 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) issues a certifica- 
tion that the Kingdom has met 
.with stipulations in the econo- 
mic restructuring programmes 
h launched several years ago. a 
senior official said Saturday. 

The official, a key figure in- 
the Kingdom's efforts to 
address its S6.6 billion foreign 
debt, dismissed as untrue a 
report that the government 
had received an IMF warning 
that it was deviating from the 
agreements it has undertaken 
in the economic restructuring 
programmes. 

“I am not aware of any such 
communication from the IMF 
or anyone else,” said the offi- 
cial. who preferred anonymity. 


“We are waiting for the IMF 
executive directors to issue the 
certification so that we amid 
open the negotiations with the 
Paris Club." the official told 
the Jordan Times. 

“We don’t anticipate any 
problem with securing the IMF 
certification," added the offi- 
cial, - noting that an IMF de- 
legation visited Amman in 
February for a review of the 
economic programme. 

“The mission’s report would 
be submitted to the executive 
directors soon, and once it is 
approved, which is more or 
less routine, the certification 
will be issued,” said another 
official. 

“We do not have any indica- 
tions to the contrary,” added 
the official, conceding, howev- 
er, that the negotiations with 
the Paris Gub were delayed 
because of the delay in imple- 
mentation of some of the mea- 
sures agreed with the IMF. 


Foremast among those mea- 
sures is the introduction of a 
sales tax to replace a consump- 
tion tax which has . been in 
force since 1992. 

Under a standby agreement 
signed with the IMF early this 
year Jordan undertook to in- 
troduce the levy in the first 
quarter of 1994. A draft law on 
sales tax was sent to Parlia- 
ment in February, but the legi- 
slation was not debated on die 
floor before Parliament reces- 
sed after a regular session last 
week. 

The legislature is expected 
to begin an extraordinary ses- 
sion next month to consider 
pending legislation, including 
the draft sales tax law. The 
Financial Committee of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
has recommended that the 
draft law be endorsed after 
amendments. 

' Political activists and union 
leaders, supported by business- 


men, have launched a cam- 
paign against sales tax. The 
Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
Jordan's mainstream Islamic 
movement which rejects the 
IMF-prescribed economic 
programme altogether, 
boycotted the last session of 
Parliament to protest the 
House’s Financial Committee’s 
recommendation that the law 
on sales tax be endorsed. 


Officials and diplomatic 
sources said most of Jordan's 
creditors in die Paris Gub have 
indicated that they would posi- 
tively consider the Kingdom's 
bid to reschedule repayments 
due between mid-1993 and end 
of 1994. 


The rescheduling talks were 
expected to be held m June 
1993 but were extended until 
early this year to allow Jordan 
to go ahead with introdudng 
the sales tax so that the IMF 
could issue the certification to 


the way for the King- 
dom’s negotiations with the 
creditor' govern mentS- 

According to Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) figures, Jor- 
dan’s total foreign loans stood 
at JD 4,803.9 million at the end 
of 1993. This figure included 
JD 381.4 million owed to Arab 
governments and funds, JD 
2JS21-5 million to industrial 
countries’ governments and 
state-run agencies, JD 15.9 

million to other governments, 

JD 154.4 million to foreign 

banks (after a rescheduling 
accord last year which cut 
down die amount involved), 
JD 28.5 million to foreign com- 
panies, JD 926.6 million to 
multilateral agencies, JD 174.1 
million in bonds and JD 301.5 
mlh' on in leasing contracts. 


The amount on the negotiat- 
ing table with the Paris Gub is 
' to be nearly JD 750 


million. 


Islamists regain almost total 
control of agriculture engineers 


By Mariam Sbahin 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Islamists re- 
gained almost total control of 
Jordan’s Agricultural En- 
gineering Association after 
having shared power with 
more secular groups for the 
last four years, results of asso- 
ciation elections showed Satnr- 
dy. 

■ Seven of tire committee’s 
nine seats, including the seat 
for president and vice- 
president, were won by Islam- 
ists, while two members of the 
leftist Green Bloc retained 
only two seats in Friday’s elec- 
tions. 

The Greens had previously 
controlled the committee with 
a six to three majority over 
Islamists. But for Friday 5 * elec- 
tions leftists, liberal and pan- 
Arabists as wHT as indepen- 
dents formed two separate lists 
and thus split the non-Islamist 
vote. 

Tarek A1 Tel and, Hassan 
Jaber, two veteran uiiioK mfetn- 
bers, won the posts for presi- 
dent and vice-president respec- 
tively. The contenders for the 
seat of president from the 
Green Bloc and the Profes- 
sionals Bloc had a greater 
number of combined votes 
torn Mr. Tel, but neither could 
muster more votes than Mr. 
Tel on his own. 

It was the first time that the 
28-year-old association faced a 


three-way face-off among its 
2,300 members. Members say 
there has been an attempt to 
politicise the election instead 
of keeping it professionally 
oriented. 

The three nine-member lists 
r unning for the executive com- 
mittee were die White Bloc, 
die Green B«oc and the Profes- 
sional Bloc. 

The White Bloc is almost 
exclusively made up of Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) members. 
The Green Bloc is made up of 
members of the Jordanian 
Baatb Arab Socialist Party, the 
Democratic Party for Progress 
in Jordan and die Jordanian 
Socialist Democratic Party. 
The Professional Bloc was 
composed mostly of indepen- 
dent liberals. 

“Politics has always been ■ 
big part of union politics, but 
now that we have a parliament 
and political parties we can 
afford to stick to the profes- 
sional aspects of agriculture 
tad get better terms of work 
for foiwe. working in agnail? 
lure in Jordan,” Mohammad 
Abu Ayyash, the out-going 
vice- p reside nt of the associa- 
tion, told die Jordan Times. 

Just over half of the associa- 
tion’s members are registered 
voters, haring paid association 
fees. Two thirds of the reg- 
istered voters normally vote in 
association elections. 

Association officials say that 
die plight of the agriculture 


community due to strains on 
the Jordanian economy after 
die Gulf war has made their lot 
worse over the last four years 
and that fears of the economic 
agreements related to the 
Arab-Israeb peace talks have 
put a further dent into the 
expectations for better times 
for agriculturalists. 

“We need an association 
which will protect the agricul- 
ture sector and allow us to 
grow competitive goods at 
competitive prices and allow 
for a fair chance to get our 
goods on Arab and European 
markets,” said a leftist candi- 
date. 


But most association obser- 
vers believe that the reason for 
the overwhelming Islam ic vic- 
tory resulted from die division 
between the more secular 
groupings in the union than the 
strength of the Islamists. 

The Islamists controlled the 
union from 1984 to 1990. The 
Greens won an overwhelming 
victory in 1990. 

- The new executive oonunfc 
tee members of the association 
are: Tarek A! Tel (White — 
President); Hassan Jaber 
(White — Vice-president); 
Radi Tarawneh (Green), 
Mazen Abul Qader (Green), 
Walid Arabiyat, Mohamad 
Hababneh, Abdul Hadi Fella- 
hat, Hassan Ziadeh and 
Mohammad Bibas (all of them 
White). 


Renewed Kabul rocketing kills 20 


KABUL (Agencies) — At 
least 20 people were killed and 
150 wounded as scores of rock- 
ets pounded Kabul, including 
one that hit mourners Saturday 
as they prepared to bury a war 
victim. 

“It’s the most rockets we 
have heard in weeks;” said Dr. 
Nascer Sahak of the Wazir 
Akbar Khan Hospital, which 
provided the casualty count. 

Tbe latest outimrat of fight- 
ing between President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani’s forces and 
its rivals began Friday evening 
and lasted throughout the day 
Saturday. 

Most of those killed were hit 
in two attacks, hospital work- 
ers and witnesses said. The 
first came Friday when a rock- 
et slammed into a main market 
in tbe centre of town, killing 
six people as they were buying 
fruits and vegetables. 

As mourners gathered 
Saturday at die home of one of 
the victims, a rocket crashed 
into die dwelling, lolling nine. 

Also, the president's fighter 
Jets bombed the Bala 


Fort on the southeastern edge 
of the city, which is controlled 
by warlord Rashid Dostum. 
There was no immediate word 
on casualti e s. 

General Dostum and re- 
negade Prime Minsiter Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar launched a 
major offensive Jan. 1 in a bid 
to oust tbe president. They 
have not been able to drive the 
president’s forces out of 
strategic sites in the capital, 
but they have maintained a- 
relentless artillery barrage. 

More than 1,100 people 
have been killed, some 15,000 
have been wounded and much 
of Kabul has been reduced to 
rubble. 

“AJ1 of these leaders bring 
fighting to Kabul.” said Hajira 
2a, a relative of one of die 
victims at Wazir Akbar Khan 
Hospital. “Why do they kill 
civilians. We are all refugees.” 

“I scraped up bits of human 
flesh into plastic bags. Why 
can’t somebody stop this sense- 
less fighting.” pleaded a man 
who survived the latest rocket 
barrage. 


One rocket exploded in the 
trees of tbe compound of tbe 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), causing 
the early closure of the main 
delegation offices, local em- 
ployees reported. 

Reflecting the bitterness of 
many Kabul residents, one 
man asked why the United 
Nations could not intervene in 
Afghanistan as h has done in 
Somalia and Bosnia. 


Meanwhile, about 200 
kilometres north of Kabul, 
pro-Rabbani forces were re- 
portedly besieging an army 
base at Kelagai, where the 
rival forces of Gen. Dostum 
are dug in with tbe Ismaetia 
religious sect troops of Sayyad 
Naderi. 


Kelagai, a former Red Army 
munitions depot during the 
Soviet occupation of Afghanis- 
tan, guards access to Mr. 
Naderi's Pul-e-Khumri head- 
quarters, which in turn sits on a 
strategic crossroads of high- 
ways leading to northeast and 
northwest Afghanistan. 


Algeria media stage protest blackout 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerian 
print and broadcast media out- 
lets observed a blackout Satur- 
day in protest at an attack last 
week by suspected Islamic fun- 
damentalists on an Algiers dai- 
ly, amid reports tbe raid had 
claimed its third life. 

No Algerian newspapers 
were to be published Saturday 
qr Sunday as a gesture of pro- 
test and solidarity with the 
victims of Monday's attack on 
L’Hedbo Libere, in which 
armed men burst into the 
newspaper's head office dis- 
guised as policemen. 

Tbe Algerian APS agency 
shut down its wires Saturday 
between 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 
p.m. (1200 to 1500 GMT) and 
ran only a minimal sendee 
from then until midnight. 

And the state television ser- 
vice observed a blackout Satur- 
day from midday, the usual 
starting time for its transmis- 
sions. until L*00 p.m.. when it 
introduced a news programme 
with a black mourning ribbon 
across the top left corner of the 
screen bearing the inscription 


“no to terrorism” in Arabic. 

APS added in a statement, 
that its staff “fully support tbe 
declaration by editors of the 
national press and join them to 
forcefully condemn terrorism 
and barbarism.” 

“Terrorism” is an Algerian 
media cod word for attacks car- 
ried out in the name of tbe 
fundamentalist insurgency 
Which has wracked Algeria for 
the last two years. 

Meanwhile, Nadir 
Mahmoudi, who was critically 
hurt in Monday's attack, died 
of his wounds Thursday, 
L*Hebdo Libere said Saturday. 
Mahmoudi, who was not a 
journalist, was visiting his 
brother, newspaper director 
Abdul Rahman Mahmoudi, 
when the attack took place. 

Seven men armed with pis- 
tols entered the office in cen- 
tral Algiers claiming to be 
policemen, forcing tbe five 
people on the premises to tie 
down flat in the newsroom and 
shooting each through the 
bead before fleeing. 

Photographer Madjif Yacef 


and a company driver died 
instantly. The two others are 
still recovering from their 
wounds. 

Twelve journalists have 
been killed in Algeria by sus- 
pected fundamentalists over 
the last year. 

In a separate development, 
suspected fundamentalists tor- 
ched a train station in the 
western town of Boulcadir and 
two car parks overnight Fri- 
day, security services said here 
Saturday. 

The station’s waiting room 
was wrecked, while seven vehi- 
cles were destroyed in the 
other two fires, the same 
sources said. 

Meanwhile in Rabat, the 
head of the Socialist Forces 
Front Party (FFS), called on 
tbe international community to 
intervene to help end the vio- 
lence. 

In an interview with the 
progressive A1 Ittihad A1 
Ishnralti newspaper^ Hoceine 
Ait Ahmad accjjp^rt^West 
of “sflence** 



Apolitical group controls 
Contractors Association 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — A non-potitkased 
group joined control of Jor- 
dan’s Contractors. Association 
Friday when they won all bat 
two of tbe seats on die associa- 
tion’s nine-member executive 
committee edging oat some of 
the capital’s best known con- 
tractors . 

‘This is a shock. But there 
were four groups in die run- 
ning so there were bound to be 
unexpected results,” said one 
dismayed former president of 
the association. 

Like the elections of the 
Agricultural Engineering 
Association which ran parallel 
to the Constructors Associa- 
tion elections Friday, Islamist 
and non-Islamist groups vied 
for seats on die committee. 

Two of the groups which 
sought control of what is consi- 
dered to be Jordan’s richest 
and most prosperous profes- 
sional association are consi- 
dered pan-Arab and leftist 
politically but capitalist profes- 
sionally. The winning group is 
viewed" apolitical with a 
tendency to be' regionalist and 
another was Islamist. 

Unlike the more populist 
professional associations and 
unions in the Kingdom the 
Contractors Association has 
traditionally been a “business- 
man’s club” where profit 
rather than politics did the 
talking, long-term observers of 
the association say. 

The winning . block, known 
as the Professional List, was 
made op of two candidates 


from Karak, two from Irbid 
and five from Amman. Obser- 
vers believe that playing on 
regionalism was how the group 
beat more prominent candi- 
dates who ran against diem. 
“Karak alone has 160 votes. So 
die list had 160 votes secured,” 
said a former bead of the asso- 
ciation. 

Because many of the con- 
tracting companies are based 
in Amman , they often only 
field people who are in the 
capital and tbe winning list was 
different in that it made an 
attempt to indude candidates 
from the northern and south- 
ern cities to gain their votes. 

But Islamists, who swept the 
Engineering Association elec- 
tions earlier this month and the 
Agricultural Association on 
Friday have steadily been gain- 
ing ground in die once exclu- 
sive Construction Association. 


■ Islamists backed the Omar 
Bdeir list but failed however to 
win a single seat on die coun- 
cil. Nabfl. Sfaami, who, like 
Omar Bdeir, ran for president, 
was backed by the leftist/pan- 
Arab Green list. 

Both lists were able to win 
one set each on the council. 
Tbe rest was won by the Pro- 
fessional List. 

The people on die executive 
committee are: President 
Mohammad Murad, Vice- 
President Atef Mashrem and 
members Farid Haatar, Nahar 
A 1 Liddawi, Raonf Shadid, 
Salti Zoubi (Omar Bdeir list), 
Abdul Karim Nsour, Moham- 
mad Tarawneh and Abdullah 
Khalifefa (Nabfl Shami list). 


Gaza prepares to 
receive police force 


By Wafa Amr 
Reuter 


GAZA — On Gaza beach, 
workers toil all day to finish 
redecorating an old building 
which will become die head- 
uarters of the vanguard 
estinian police force. 

Tbe building, with pill-boxes 


officials stress everything is 
under control. 

“There is a detailed deploy-' 
ment plan ready to be im- 
plemented. The police force is 


qn« 

Pal' 


prepared to take over in every 
location ei 


the shape of tbe A1 Aqsa Mos- 
que dome, will open to r busi- 


ness on Sunday, Palestinian 
police officers said. A few 
Gazans wandered past curious- 
ly and one went up to ask an 
officer what was going on. 

Few details have emerged of 
the Palestinian police force, a 
key element in tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) peace deal with Israel 
Commanders stay out of the 
limelight and, when they talk 
at all, say that everything still 
depends on talks in Cairo and 
elsewhere. 

Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators say they have agreed on 
roughly 8,000 policemen in 
Gaza and Jericho, although the' 
PLO wants more. The PLO 
also says it ts stifl short of the 
$47 million start-up costs and 
S90 million annual budget it 
needs to run a force this size. 

But whatever tbe uncertain- 
ties, the signs are they are 
coming soon. In the last few 
days, the Israeli army has 
shown signs of rolling baric 27 
years of occupation, pulling 
out of built-up areas in Gaza, 
pulling down observation tow- 
ers and shifting offices to tbe 
border with Israel. 

“If tbe talks go well, the 
police force wfll start gradually 
entering Gaza and Jericho on 
April 7,” said a PLO offidaL 
He declined to say how many 
would arrive then. 

A senior U.S. official said on 
Friday a “vanguard” of tbe 
police could start operating in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
within a week. 

The building on Gaza beadi 


is the only tangible sign of 
preparation by the Palestinian 


police, which will include many 
former PLO guerrillas. But 


evacuated by tbe 
Israelis,” said Farouq Amin, 
bead of the PLO’s security 
apparatus in the West Bank. 

“We’re on the verge of tak- 
ing over,” he added. 

A delegation of senior offic- 
ers arrived in Gaza from Cairo 
five months ago and there are 
rumours that tbe first batch of 
recruits from Gaza, who have 
been training in Egypt, will 
return to the strip on Sunday. 

Palestinians living under 
Israeli occupation for 27 years 
loathe and despise police cen- 
tres, army patrols, checkpoints 
and most others signs of au- 
thority. Now officers are hop- 
ing they will learn to live with a 
friendly force. 

“They hate the Israelis but 
we win be different with them. 
They are our people. We will 
not repress them,” said one 
officer. 

At least in the be ginning s 
Officers say they will use many 
of the same locations a* the 
Israelis. Palestinian police will 
take over sites in Gaza City’s 
Rimal and Shajai’a districts 
and the Ansar II prison will 
become a poHce training cen- 
tre. 

Officers said PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat wanted the 300 
or so officers who served under 
Israeli command and resigned 
m 1988. during the Palestmian 
uprising, to join the Palestinian 
police and add much-needed 
experience to the raw force. 

A delegations of ex-officers 
from the occupied territories is 
due to visit Tunis to meet him 
next week. 

TT« United States will pro- 
vide 200 trucks and other vehi- 
cles for the Palestinian police 
m Gaza and Jericho, Michael 
McCurry, the State Depart- 
ment spokesman, said. 

- The Palestinian police force 
would be partially financed by 
the international community^ 
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Slatkin to head 
U.S. orchestra 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — ; 
Leonard Slatkin, conductor of- 
the St- Louis Symphony. 
Orchestra, is to succeed Mstis- 
lav Rostropovich at the bead of 
the National Symphony 
Orchestra (NSO), the . 
Washington Post reported 
Saturday. Hie Washington-, 
based NSO would not com-- 
ment on the report, but a press- 
conference has been arranged 
for Monday at its Kennedy 
Centre headquarters. The 
Post said tbe 


Washington - 

appointment of Slatkin, 49,- 
considered with Lorin Maazel 
as one of the two best conduct 
tors in' the United States, had. 
been in the wind for months. 
Slatirin’s contract with the St. 
Loms Orchestra would nor- 1 
mafly expire in 1966, while 
Rostropovich, 67 Sunday; 
announced in 1992 that : he 
would retire at the end of tbe 
current season, Slatkin would 
be tire fifth conductor of the 
NSO, after Hans Kindler 
(1931-1949), Howard Mitchell 
(1949-1969), Antal Dorati 
(1970-1977) and Rostropovich: 
He is considered responsible 
for achieving international re- 
nown for the St. Louis Orches- 
tra, which he has headed since 
1979, and of gaming a televi- 
sion audience for classical 
music. Slatkin is also known 
for his interpretations of con- 
temporary American music 
and his knowledge of the Rus- 
sian repertoire that has be- . 
come a speciality of the NSO in 
recent years under Rostropo- 
vich. ' 


Dudley Moore's 
lawyer reports no 
crime committed 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Brit-~ 
ish actor Dudley Moore’s*' 
arrest this week stemmed from 
a “lover’s quarrel” in which hi* 
long-time girlfriend falsely ac- 
cused him of beating her, 
Moore’s lawyer said late Fri- 
day. Attorney Allan Sigel said 
Moore ‘‘never laid a hand oil 
die woman” and that the cou- 
ple had reconciled and were 
back together. “She told police 
it was a& a misunderstanding,”: 
he told Renters. The 58-year- 
old comic actor, star of such hit 
films as Arthur and 10, was 
. arrested at his exclusive Venice 
Beach home Monday night af- 
ter his girlfriend, Nicole Roth- 
schild, accused him of striking 
her. He was released on 
550,000 bail. Mr. Sigel said a 
“disagreement” began when 
Ms. Rothschild, 30, who has 
had an on-again, off-again re- 
lationship with Moore for the- ■ 
past 12 years, arrived at his' 
home drank and uninvited; . 
“They had a lover’s quarrel, “■ 
he said. When she refused tou 
leave, Moore called an.' 
emergency operator and asked; 
for police to remove her from • 
his home, Mr. Sigel said. “In a - - 
counter-move, she called theft 
operator herself and made up a ■' 
story about him striking her,’*' 
Mr. Sigel said. Police had no 
choice but to arrest Moore in- 
accordance with laws covering ; 
domestic violence. But when- 
officers later found Ms. Roth- 
schdd at her own' apartment,.' 
she told them it was all a 
mistake and that she had no 
reason to press charges, Mr. .. 
biegel said. But investigators . 
noticed a red mark on her neck 
— a scar from recent thyroid 
surgery — and mistakenly be^' 
hev«I it was an injury suffered 

ZrW'K*" 1 *' lawyer 

said. Over her protests, police 
I SSSf her to go to a local 
Hospital, but no treatment was 
needed Mr. Sigel said. Mr. 
i»igei said he was confident that 
Proseoitors wfll drop the case. 
Joe city attorney’s office has 
neen considering whether to 
“pw lift a 

meaner that carries a max- 
unum penalty of six months in . 
prison. 
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